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QUICK LANE • PARTS

1-800-465-0411

AURORA’S 2014 
TOP SALES PRODUCER*

LENARD LIND

Call today for a free property evaluation!**

905-841-0000
lenard@hallmarklindrealty.com

www.hallmarklindrealty.com
15105 Yonge Street, Suite 100, Aurora

(2 blocks south of Wellington on the east side)
*based on IMS Statistics, Aurora Offi ces **Some conditions may apply

Service with ProfessionalismOntario’s ONLY... ISO 9001: 2008 REGISTERED
Residential Real Estate Company

LENARD LIND
BROKER OF RECORD

OUR TEAM

Open House Sat & Sun 2-4pm, 76 Nisbet Drive 
– Yonge St. to Brookland to signs! Wow – curb 
appeal & more!  Huge LR-DR combo with hrdwd floors & 
cornice moldings!  Gourmet updated and upgraded kitchen 
w/custom cabinetry, granite counter & bkfst bar!  3-season 
room with w/o to 64’ x 110’ nicely landscaped & private lot!  
Prof. fin bsmt w/rec rm, 2 bdrms, den & 3pc bath! 

BUNGALOW BEAUTY IN AURORA’S “GOLF GLEN”!

$739,000

“2.31 ACRE TREED PRIVACY! 4825 SF “STONE” MANSION!

Open House Sat & Sun 2-4pm, 661 Wellington St. W. 
Aurora – Bathurst to Wellington to signs! In-town value 
& much more! Soaring 10 ft. to 25 ft. ceilings! Sep. formal en-
tertaining-sized LR & DR! Conservatory! Spacious fam rm! Huge 
centre island kit w/granite counters & B-I appliances! Ensuites 
to all big bdrms! Master w/enticing 6pc ensuite! Prof. fi n lower 
level too w/rec-games rm, in-law suite w/2nd kit & 3pc bath w/
sauna! Backs to picturesque ravine!

$1,549,888

STAY WARM THIS WINTER
WITH OUR NEW SAUNAS AND FIREPLACES

THE  BACKYARD POOL  &  SPA  COMPANY  LTD.
75 Mary Street, Aurora 905-713-2317
213-225 The Queensway, Unit 4. Riveredge Plaza, Keswick 905-535-2317

www.backyardpoolandspa.ca

Two locations
to serve you!

Why choose a Fireplace or Sauna from Backyard Pool & Spa?
Sales, Installation and Service under one roof
Gas fi tter on staff         Great Selection 
SAVE 30% ON YOUR HEATING BILL WITH A GAS FIREPLACE

Call TODAY for your FREE in-home quote!

PROOF 
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The Auroran is published weekly every Thursday.
The deadline for any and all ad materials is 10 days prior to publication date 

Classified deadline is Monday at 11 a.m. 
Any alterations to display ads to be approved by Friday at 4 p.m., otherwise the ad will run as is. 

The Auroran Community Newspaper will not be responsible for ad changes received after Friday at 4 p.m.
Thank you for your co-operation. 
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Home Owners helping Homeowners

Aurora Home Hardware Building Centre • 289 Wellington Street East 

with expert advice!

Toilets in a box

Elongated 
99119 #LS200002 

$

Round
$ 99109 #LS20001

905-727-4751

at Aurora Home Hardware

Come see Domenic and the
 rest of the gang at A&F hair!

14800 Yonge St. Aurora Ont. L4G 1N3  
Tel: 905-727-6212  ~Since 1970~ 

 

Come see Domenic and the

LEXUS OF RICHMOND HILL

11552 Yonge Street, North of Elgin Mills Road

www.lexusrh.com
TOLL FREE 1.866.891.8812

905.883.8812 

For information: 
admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

OPEN hOusE
January 20, 2015 at 6:30 p.m.

Grades 7 and 8 only!

Aurora United Church “dreams 
big” with rebuild on historic site

By Brock Weir

After months of  brainstorming and 
developing a vision for the future that 
lies ahead, the congregation of  Aurora 
United Church has voted to rebuild 
on their historic land at the corner of  
Yonge and Tyler Street.

It was a decision that had been up in 
the air – and the subject of  considerable 
discussion – since fire gutted the 
140-year-old landmark on April 11 
of  last year, but location was a key 
consideration in meeting the needs of  
their members and the community at 
large, according to Rod Johnson, chair 

of  the Aurora United Church (AUC) 
Council.

According to Mr. Johnson, the months 
of  discussion have led AUC to an eight 
part vision statement which focuses 
on “discipleship, justice and outreach, 
leadership, ministry partnerships, 
spiritual and self-care, pastoral care, 
stewardship and worship,” and their 
spiritual home of  nearly 200 years still 
ticked all the right boxes.

“As part of  our visioning process, 
not only did we speak internally to 
the congregation, but we also reached 
out to stakeholders in the community 
and everything from the external 

community to our internal ministries 
of  things like the Rise & Shine 
Breakfast pointed to the fact we need 
to be accessible,” says Mr. Johnson. 
“Certainly Yonge and Wellington is 
prime real estate in Aurora. If  you 
want to be accessible to all citizens in 
Town, including the needy or the less 
fortunate, being on the Yonge Street 
strip with transit and so forth is really 
where you need to be, as opposed to 
something that is less accessible like 
Industrial Parkway or some suburban 
location.

“Certainly from an outreach 

Catherine Ave. 
expected to re-open

Authentic Mexican Food

Award Winning
Fish Tacos 
& Burritos

905.713.9993
TAKEOUT • DINE IN  • CATERING • LLBO

15380 Bayview Avenue, 
Aurora, ON L4G 0K7

15380 Bayview Avenue, NOW 
OPEN

Developers want to find “win-win” for 
Highland Gate redevelopment

By Brock Weir

Developers and ratepayers are set 
to begin a dialogue this month on the 
redevelopment of  Aurora’s Highland 
Gate Golf  Course.

As The Auroran reported last month, 
landowner ClubLink and developer 
Geranium Corporation, are forging 
ahead on a 50/50 joint venture to 
overhaul the venerable former golf  
course into what they describe as a “one-
of-a-kind residential development.”

According to Cheryl Shindruk, 
Executive Vice President of  

Land Development for Geranium 
Corporation, the company is currently 
working on plans for the site, including 
different types of  housing forms for 
different locations on the lands and 
once those are completed, discussions 
between themselves and the ratepayers 
will then begin to bear fruit.

“We are at the very beginning of  the 
process,” says Ms. Shindruck. “Until we 
go in and meet with the municipality 
and talk about our vision in general for 
the site, I don’t’ think the ratepayers 
have had a full opportunity to consider 

WELCOMING 2015!
Revellers shoot a few opening hoops 
to close out 2014 at Aurora’s Family 

First Night. Hundreds turned out at the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex 
on New Year’s Eve to take part in the 
Town of Aurora’s annual celebration 
to ring in the New Year. For more on 
the celebration, please see Page 10. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

By Brock Weir

Catherine Ave. is expected to re-
open this week after a water main 
break left many area homes without 
water over the weekend.

While water was restored to 
neighbouring households by Monday 
night, repair crews continue to work 
on the damaged road.

“The Town plans to have that road 
completed no later than Friday,” 
said Ilmar Simanovskis, Director 
of  Infrastructure, noting cold 
temperatures are creating an issue 
in laying down asphalt. 
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New Changes coming to Curbside Collection! 

As of January 1, 2015 
all residents and 
businesses in Aurora 
who participate in 
curbside collection 
must comply with the 
following changes:

• E-waste and batteries are banned from curbside collection
• There is a maximum of five extra bulky items per scheduled 
   collection. For example, you can set out a maximum of five 
   extra bulky items along with your green bin(s), blue box(es) 
   and garbage bag(s)/can(s).

Please note: Any items over the five extra bulky item limit 
will be tagged and left at the curb. You do not require an 
appointment to pick-up your five extra bulky items.

Residents can dispose of their E-waste and batteries at one of 
the The Regional Municipality of York’s local depots or at the 
Town’s scheduled E-waste events at 9 Scanlon Court.

Extra bulky items can also be taken to one of The Regional 
Municipality of York’s depots, wait till the next garbage cycle, 
or contact a private removal company. 

For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/wasteandrecycling or call Customer Service 
at 905-727-1375. 

For a full list of The Regional Municipality of York’s depots, 
please visit www.york.ca

Central York Fire Services – Public Information 
Centre (PIC) on Thursday, January 8

Residents of Aurora and Newmarket are invited to attend a 
Public Information Centre on the Central York Fire Services (CYFS) 
Master Fire Plan Update on Thursday, January 8.

What: Presentation of the proposed CYFS Master Fire Plan 
 Question and Answer period

When: Thursday, January 8  – 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
 Presentation to commence at 7:30 p.m. 

Where:  Art Ferguson Club House -  
 16195 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket 

Who: Members of Aurora and Newmarket Councils,  
 CYFS staff, representatives from Dillon Consulting 
 Limited, residents of Aurora and Newmarket

The 2014 Master Fire Plan provides CYFS with a strategic 
framework to update the current plan. It will assist the Town of 
Aurora and the Town of Newmarket in making decisions about 
fire prevention, public education and protection services, based 
on local needs.

For more information, please contact CYFS Administration at 
905-895-9222. 

Dinner and a Movie

Please note:  Dinner and a Movie will resume on Saturday, 
January 17. Please look for our new schedule posted in the 
Notice Board next week.

REMINDER

Winter Parking Restrictions in effect from November 15 to 
April 15, 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.

It’s that time of year again! Snow and ice are due to arrive soon. 

Please make it safe for everyone and ensure that your vehicles are not parked on 
the street. It is also important to not park over sidewalks or onto the roadway. This 
is a hazard for residents and it severely hinders the ability of our Infrastructure and 
Environmental Services staff to efficiently plow our roads and sidewalks. 

For more information, please call 905-726-4751 or visit www.aurora.ca

Municipal Street Tree Block Pruning to begin in January 2015

Please be advised that Municipal Street Tree Block Pruning will occur in early January 
2015 and continue through to late March 2015. For a list of affected streets please visit 
www.aurora.ca/trees

If you have any questions, please contact the Parks & Recreation department at 
905-727-3123 ext. 3233.

Revised moving and closure schedule for Club Aurora

Club Aurora Fitness Centre will be closed on the 
following dates: Wednesday, January 14 and 
Thursday, January 15.

Club Aurora will re-open at The Aurora Family Leisure Complex (AFLC), 
135 Industrial Parkway North on Friday, January 16.

For more information on Club Aurora’s operating hours, please contact the 
Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex at 905-726-4770.

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES
The Town of Aurora is now accepting applications for the 
following positions:

Procurement Consultant 
Application deadline is Sunday, January 11

Labourer/Seasonal – Parks 
Application deadline is Monday, January 12

Summer Labourer - Parks
Application deadline is Monday, January 19

Part-Time Program Leader
Applications deadline is Monday, January 19

Summer Camp Positions
Applications deadline is Friday, January 30
 
For more information, please visit 
www.aurora.ca/employment

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Skylight Gallery

During the month of January, the Skylight Gallery will be 
featuring the artwork of Karen Switzer.
 
Karen enjoys working in graphite. The pieces of art on display 
explore the details of a managed forest. Please visit the 
Skylight Gallery this month to see this exciting artwork. 
 
Artist Reception: Friday, January 9  
 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Regular viewing hours: Monday to Friday  
 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Electronic Waste and Clothing Recycling Event

Bring all your unwanted or obsolete electronic devices and gently 
used youth, baby and young adult-sized clothing.

Date: Saturday, January 17
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: 9 Scanlon Court
 Town of Aurora Operations Yard 
 Located off Industrial Parkway North,  
 one block north of Wellington Street East

E-waste is collected and processed by Geep and VisionQuest. 
For more information, please call 905-727-1375 or visit 
www.aurora.ca
*Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change 
activities.

 

COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Thursday, January 8 7 p.m.  Council Chambers Committee of Adjustment
Friday, January 9 12 p.m. Off-site Special Council Closed Educational 
   and Training Session
Saturday, January 10 8:30 a.m. Off-site Special Council Closed Educational 
   and Training Session
Tuesday, January 13 7 p.m. Council Chambers General Committee*
Tuesday, January 20 7 p.m. Council Chambers Council
Wednesday, January 21 7 p.m. Aurora Public Library  Aurora Public Library Board
Monday, January 26 7 p.m.  Council Chambers Special General Committee Budget Overview*
Wednesday, January 28 7 p.m.  Council Chambers Public Planning*

Meetings are open to the public and can be seen on Rogers TV, channel 10.  For a full list of upcoming meetings, 
please visit www.aurora.ca 

*Meetings can be viewed online by visiting www.aurora.ca/gcstream

Aurora’s
Borealis

Don’t miss Aurora’s Borealis!
Come to Aurora Town Park every evening from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. until 
Monday, February 16, 2015 and enjoy the beautifully lit trees and 
festive atmosphere.

For more information, please call 905-726-4762 or visit www.aurora.ca

SPONSORED BY

A CURORA HRYSLER

Terry Sherin

Aurora Home Hardware 
Building Centre

Public Information Centres
The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) is currently  
undertaking a comprehensive review of our Watershed Development 
Guidelines. The purpose of these Information Centres is to receive  
input on the revised Guidelines.

Draft #1 of the LSRCA’s Watershed Development Guidelines were posted  
on the Authority’s Website on July 21, 2014 for 60 days. LSRCA’s member  
municipalities, neighboring conservation authorities and a variety of  
stakeholders were provided with a notice of Public Consultation associated 
with the Authority’s Watershed Development Guidelines. The comments 
received have been reviewed and where appropriate, incorporated into the 
document. This revised draft (#2) is being posted on the LSRCA Website for 
an additional 60 day review period, which will end on February 28, 2015.

Dates and Locations of the PIC’s

Town of Innisfil Municipal Office- Room B and C 
2101 Innisfil Beach Road, Innisfil, L9S 1A1
Tuesday, January 27, 2015  from 3 to 5 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m.

Town of East Gwillimbury - Holland Landing Community Centre 
Simcoe Room 19513 Yonge St. Holland Landing, L9N 1L8
Thursday, January 29, 2015 from 3 to 5 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m.

Beverley G. Booth, Manager,  
Planning, Regulations &Enforcement 
905.895.1281 x 230 or 
b.booth@lsrca.on.ca

LSRCA Watershed Development Guidelines

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4136

town of aurora 
pubLic NOTice

ProPosed changes to 2015 Fees and charges Bylaw
the town of aurora will be considering the adoption of the new fees and Charges Bylaw for 2015,  
By-law number 5680-15, at the Council meeting on Tuesday, January 20 at 7 p.m. at aurora town Hall 
in Council Chambers, located at 100 John west way.

the report regarding the fees and Charges Bylaw (report no. CfS14-034) was presented to General 
Committee on tuesday, December 9.

the final version of the fees and Charges Bylaw will be available on the town’s website on the friday 
before the Council meeting.

for further information, please visit www.aurora.ca/fees or direct inquiries to Laura Sheardown, 
financial analyst, Cash flow and Investment at 905-727-3123 ext. 4136.
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  Briefly
LOCAL STUDENT TO PLAY 

CARNEGIE HALL
Aurora High School (AHS) student John 

Willoughby is bound for Carnegie Hall next month. 
Willoughby was selected for the 2015 High School 
Honours Performance Series at the venerable New 
York City venue, where he will perform as First Tenor 
with the Honors Choir, which is limited to the highest 
rated high school performers from across North 
America, along with some international schools.

“Acceptance to the elite group is a direct result of  
the talent, dedication and achievements demonstrated 
in his application and audition recording,” say 
organizers. “John will join other performers from 
49 United States, several provinces in Canada and 
several foreign countries for a special performance 
at world-famous Carnegie Hall, a venue that marks 
the pinnacle of  musical achievement.” John has 
studied music for 15 years and is a member of  AHS’ 
Senior Wind Symphony, Senior Jazz Band, Choir, 
and A Capella Ensemble. He’s also a member of  the 
Campus Youth Worship Band and the Richvale Bible 
Chapel Youth Worship Band. “I am most excited for 
the opportunity to expand my musical abilities under 
acclaimed musical directors while surrounded by 
like-minded vocalists,” said John in a statement.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN

The York Catholic District School Board is now 
accepting registrations for children who will begin 
kindergarten in September. Kids must be four years 
old by December 31, 2015 and born in 2011 to register 
in junior kindergarten, or five years old by December 
31 and born in 2010 to register in senior kindergarten. 
All York Catholic schools offering kindergarten offer 
a full-day format. For information on where to apply, 
visit locator.ycdsb.ca or call the Board’s admission 
department at 905-713-2711.

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4350

town of aurora 
pubLic NOTice

notice of public meeting
Aurora town council will hold a public meeting to receive input on the following planning 
application on Wednesday, January 28 at 7 p.m. at Aurora town Hall, council chambers, located  
at 100 John West Way in Aurora.

ApplicAtion:   the owner has submitted applications to amend the official Plan and Zoning By-law 2213-78  
  to allow a condominium development with up to 70 residential units comprised of single  
  detached, semi-detached and townhouse dwellings. there are no other known applications  
  currently filed with the town of aurora on the subject lands.

pRopeRtY:  155 Vandorf Sideroad

 
ApplicAnt: Brookfield Homes (ontario) Limited 

file numbeR: oPa-2014-01, ZBa-2014-03

contAct: additional information may be obtained from Marty rokos of the Planning & Development  
  Services department at 905-727-3123 ext. 4350. Comments may also be mailed to the   
  Planning & Development Services department at the same address, faxed to 905-726-4736  
  or emailed to planning@aurora.ca prior to the meeting. Please quote the file name and   
  number.

the town of aurora collects personal information in communications or presentations made to town Council and/or 
its Committees. the town collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s). 
If you are submitting letters, faxes, emails, presentations or other communications to the town, you should be aware 
that your name and the fact that you communicated with the town will become part of the public record and will 
appear on the town’s website. the town will also make your communication and any personal information in it, such 
as your address and postal code or email address available to the public unless you expressly request the town to 
remove it. By submitting a fax, email, presentation or other communication, you are authorizing the town to collect 
and use the above-noted information for this purpose. the town audio records Public Planning meetings. If you 
make a presentation to town Council and/or its Committees, the town will be audio recording you and town staff 
and may make these audio recordings available to the public. Please direct any questions about this to the town 
Clerk at 905-727-3123, ext. 4771. 

official plan (o. Reg. 543/06) and Zoning by-law (o. Reg. 545/06)

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submissions to 
the town of aurora before the proposed official Plan amendment is adopted and before the by-law is passed, the 
person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Council of the town of aurora or the regional 
Municipality of York, as the case may be, to the ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written submission to  
the town of aurora before the proposed official Plan amendment is adopted, the person or public body may not be 
added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the ontario Municipal Board unless in the opinion of the Board, 
there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.

If you wish to be notified of the adoption of the proposed official Plan amendment and the Zoning By-law 
amendment or of the refusal of a request to amend the official Plan or Zoning By-law, you must make a written 
request to the town of aurora to the attention of the Director of Planning & Development Services. 

• Grades 4-12 Co-Ed
• STEM & AP Programs
• University Preparatory

• Tuition Assistance
•  Catholic Tradition of    

Academic Excellence

Visit our beautiful King City campus and see why 
Villanova College is a great place to establish a 
foundation for your child’s lifelong success.

OR CALL TODAY TO ARRANGE YOUR PERSONAL TOUR

905-833-1909 • admissions@villanovacollege.org
www.villanovacollege.org  King City, Ontario

• Thursday, November 13 • 7pm
• Friday, November 14 • 10am-2pm
• Saturday, November 15 • 10am-1pm

OPEN HOUSE DATES

We Aim High...

   • Friday, January 16 • 10am-2pm
   • Monday, February 2 • 10am-12pm

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411

Providing valued and trusted 
legal advice since 1983

St. Maximilian Kolbe student Alessia Carinci, Cardinal Carter’s Sarah Punzalan and St. 
Max’s Jacqueline Cerhubini put the finishing touches on the ART GRADS show, which 
formally opens this Thursday at the Aurora Cultural Centre at 7 p.m. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Upcoming art grads show off their best 
work in Carter and Kolbe exhibition 

By Brock Weir

How many students does it 
take to recreate a Jackson Pollack 
masterpiece? 

For St. Maximilian Kolbe Catholic 
High School’s fine arts students, the 
answer is 17 – each with two minutes.

“It sounds like the biggest mess on 
the planet at first, but we primed a four 
foot by six foot canvas and allowed 
each student two minutes to attack the 
canvas with the paint they want and 
the only objective was you couldn’t 
physically touch the canvas,” says St. 
Max art teacher Carlos Viaes. “The 
end result was a piece of  art that was 
created by 17 students, all serving the 
purpose of  trying to recreate a similar 
masterpiece inspired by Pollock.”

The resulting team effort forms a 
focal point to Art Grads 2015, a new 
exhibition at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre spearheaded by the graduating 
art students of  both St. Max and 
Cardinal Carter Catholic High School.

The show, which will be followed 
by a second installment featuring 
the works of  students from Aurora 
High School and Dr. G.W. Williams 
Secondary School later this month, 
opened Wednesday, with its formal 
opening reception slated for this 
Thursday, January 8, at 7 p.m. 

This is the second year running 
upcoming St. Max graduates have put 
together a show of  their work, but 
there are some new twists this year on 
what they have to offer. Each student 
will bring their own perspective to 
their work, says Mr. Viaes, but they 
have branched out to include a gallery 
of  work created by their school’s 
design class which focuses on different 
elements of  design and the applied 
arts, rather than just the fine arts on 
tap last year.

“We have redesigns for old album 
covers, bringing in a new interpretation 
to them,” he says. “There are also 
fashion illustrations, playing with 
a theme, playing with concepts and 
interpreting them through fashion. 
We also got the opportunity to play 
with sculptural pieces where students 
were given the task to create somewhat 
of  a do-it-yourself  recycled art project 
that could be used within a home as a 
sculptural piece.

“Students had full control. They 
consistently went with whatever 
theme they felt passionate about. The 
ones who had a certain connection or 
passion with that theme or concept 
were able to depict it in the most 
effective manner.”

One theme student Alessia Carinci 
felt particularly passionate about 
was mental health. Alessia helped 
bring the show together with fellow 
student Jacqueline Cherubini, and 
she channeled this passion through 
sculptural work depicting pill bottles.

“I know people who deal with 
different mental illnesses and I feel 
that is a discussion that needs to be 
had because there is a lot of  stigma 
attached to mental illness,” explained 
Alessia.

Together, she and Jacqueline 
volunteered to curate the exhibition 
choosing the best and most varied 
pieces amongst their work to dot the 
walls of  the Cultural Centre. 

“This has been a pretty cool 
experience,” says Jacqueline. “I 
have never done this before. It was 
hard sometimes because some of  
the students don’t care as much as 
the others, but when you really get 
everything together it is cool to see it 

become something this big.”
Seeing everything come together 

is also heartening for Mr. Viaes, who 
underscores the dedication each of  
the students have to making sure it 
is a show they can call their own, and 
to show to the community the best of  
what they do.

“When you have two kids this 
committed, that are this focused to 
make this work for themselves and 
everyone at the school, that is the 
bigger than any lesson you are going 
to teach because they have learned a 
skill and they have been able to create 
something and do something that is 
going to be appreciated over two weeks 
by anyone who chooses to come in, and 
they know they have had a significant 
impact.”

Adds Alessia: “I hope people 
appreciate the art and see that this 
high school isn’t just about rugby and 
football because that is all I hear on 
the announcements. There is art, there 
is culture, and people are thinking 
things.”
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I was often called “nosy” when 
I was growing up. Usually, it was 
applied by the adult when a truth I was 
pressing for was a bit inconvenient 
or, admittedly, when it was a bit too 
personal. To those people, at least I can 
now say I am making a living out of  
being nosy. 

Being nosy can still cause a certain 
degree of  headaches.

I am writing the first portion of  this 
week’s column on a flight to the west 
coast. It is now 11.03 p.m. on December 
28 (EST), and although there is no in-
flight map on this particular plane, 
judging by the glint of  unusually high 
civilization down below I’m estimating 
we are now somewhere above Colorado.

I’ve spent the first two hours of  
this flight ignoring the in-flight movie 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles nibbling 
away at a $9 box of  a few cheese slices, 
two “gourmet crackers”, a handful 
of  grapes, a single strawberry and 
an impenetrable packet supposedly 
containing a mix of  almonds and 
walnuts. I know this because the still 
unbreakable bag reads “Ingredients: 
Walnuts, Almonds. Caution: May 
contain almonds and walnuts.”

So, as the fun of  my own in-seat 
version of  The Nutcracker wore off, I 
began to take a closer look at the people 
in my immediate vicinity – and, truth 
be told, it is far more entertaining than 
that questionable choice of  in-flight 
entertainment.

As I look around, I wonder where 
they are going and why. We’re all in 
the same boat, as it were, so I know 
where they’re landing, but where do 
they go from here? With the possible 
exception of  the two guitar players 
sitting immediately to my right, I 
seem to be sitting smack-dab in a 
cluster of  families excitedly looking 
forward to family reunions of  their 
own somewhere along the Pacific 
Rim. There are families with parents, 
grandparents and young children, 
others whom I would hazard a guess 
are newlyweds, while others are a bit 
more inscrutable. 

It is the newlyweds who have 
fascinated me the most. From what 

I have been able to gather – as to ask 
outright would make me look like a 
weirdo – they are en-route to Palm 
Springs. However, they have bought 
the middle seat in their aisle for some 
more elbow room. I guess if  one wears 
an abnormally large real mink hat on 
board for the duration of  a five hour 
flight that is anything but chilly, one 
has the resources to do those kinds of  
things.

And yet, they are sitting just two 
rows away from Business Class, that 
elusive place usually just tantalizingly 
out of  sight obscured by a curtain. 
Only this time, however, the screen is 
a clear mesh. Everything is in plain 
sight. Tauntingly. I would suggest that 
American Airlines is simply trying to 
show us what the high life could be like 
if  we were willing and able to pony up 
the extra dough to have a bit more leg 
room and more comfortable seats, but 
that would be…well, that is exactly 
what I am suggesting.

Update: It is now 11.18, and 
apparently my guess was way off. The 
pilot has just announced we passed over 
Las Vegas with our final destination 
just about 40 minutes away. And yet, 
those of  us in Economy Class are lined 
up at the clear curtain, waiting to use 
the bathroom in the Promised Land, 
but still having to wait to pass the 
curtain until summoned to do so.

So, with exorbitant amounts of  
money to use the in-board WiFi, I am 
taking this opportunity to write this 
week’s Brock’s Banter, using their own 
power to charge up my laptop, so the 
joke is on them.

BACK ON THE GROUND
In a move back to reality, there are 

exciting times ahead for Aurora as a 
community when everybody returns 
from wherever their holiday plans took 
them and get back down to business.

As The Auroran signed off  for 

2014, announcements were made on 
two key decisions which are bound to 
help shape local discourse in the year 
ahead.

The first of  these, of  course, is the 
deal between ClubLink and Geranium 
Homes for the future redevelopment 
of  Highland Gate Golf  Club. The 
deal between the landowner and 
the developer seemed to be the 
inevitability presented to ratepayers 
at the inaugural meeting of  their new 
group at Town Hall last month, and 
now their intentions are confirmed.

It is a benefit that neighbours were 
able to respond and organize as quickly 
as they did to form a united voice to 
speak for their interests.

Last month there was still some 
uncertainty on just what options would 
be on the table for the future of  that 
land, but now that that uncertainty is 
cleared up, the ratepayers’ next task 
will be to develop just what that united 
voice will be fighting for. And, if  that 
voice differs significantly from those 
who ultimately hold the cards, it could 
potentially become a united voice that 
is hoarse well beyond 2015.

Secondly, and of  equal significance, 
was the landmark decision of  Aurora 
United Church to rebuild on their 
historic Yonge Street location. Judging 
from the voices I heard not just from 
congregants themselves, but also from 
representatives from local service 
groups, charitable organizations and 
other like-minded collectives, I would 
imagine this decision will be greeted 
with a certain degree of  relief.

The old saying goes that you don’t 
know what you have until it is gone – 
and that has certainly been the case 
with Aurora United Church. Whether 
you subscribe to any faith or not, it 
is clear that AUC was, during its last 
incarnation, much more than just a 
church. It was more than a community 
hub. It was a nerve centre for the best of  
Aurora, regardless of  denomination, 
faith, or lack thereof. 

I greatly look forward to seeing plans 
this spring for what will ultimately rise 
from the ashes of  that painfully barren 
and lonely downtown corner. 

Grounded Nutcrackers

BROCK’S 
BANTER

Brock Weir

Letter had a “number of 
inaccuracies”: MP

Judy Foote, Liberal MP, includes a 
number of  inaccuracies in her recent 
letter to the editor.

Our government believes that 
Canadians pay enough taxes. We also 
believe in putting money back into 
the pockets of  taxpayers so they may 
spend on the priorities that work best 
for them.

Providing tax relief  to help families 
with the cost of  raising children is 
an important investment in our next 
generation. 

All families with children will benefit 
from new measures introduced by our 
government. Through the Family Tax 
Relief  Plan, the average tax relief  and 
benefits will be $1,140 and 2/3rds of  all 
those benefits will go to low and modest 
income families.

Since 2006, our Conservative 
Government has reduced federal 
taxes to the average Canadian family 
of  four by over $3,400 each and every 
year. As a result, the overall federal 
tax burden is at its lowest level in 50 
years. We decreased the GST by nearly 
30%, lowered the personal income tax 
rate and increased the Basic Personal 
Amount. We removed one million 
Canadians from the tax rolls completely 
and made historic transfers to seniors 
through significant increases to the 
OAS.

The evidence shows that our low-tax 
plan for economic growth is working. 
Over 1.2 million net new jobs, the vast 
majority being full time, private sector 
and in high wage industries, have been 
created. After-tax middle-class incomes 
in Canada are now higher than those in 
the United States. 

In addition, we are on track to balance 
the budget and to resume paying down 
the debt. 

Our plan has allowed infrastructure 
to be funded at an all-time high. The 
historic New Building Canada Plan 
provides $53 Billion in stable funding 
over the next ten years. Over $40 million 
of  this has been earmarked for local 
infrastructure projects in Newmarket-
Aurora through the Gas Tax Fund.

Funding for Veterans benefits is also 
at an all-time high and has increased by 
nearly $5 billion since we took office. We 
are also making it easier for veterans 
and their families to access the services 
they are entitled to.

Our government will continue its 
steadfast commitment to focus on jobs 
and economic growth, put money back 
into the pockets of  taxpayers, and run 
government more efficiently. 

Lois Brown, MP 
Newmarket-Aurora
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Look at what parties  
have to offer

Reading the letter “Canadians 
can’t afford another misspent year” 
from Liberal Whip Judy Foote, 
with everything going in the wrong 
direction, if  Canada was a ship I think 
the captain would order to abandon 
ship.

I appreciate that an opposition 
leader would highlight certain 
criticism of  government policies, but 
to be believable it has to be objective 
with relevant facts. 

Right now, unemployment is down 
and the Canadian economy is humming 
along better than most G7 countries. 

There are only 10 months to the next 
election and we not seen yet a single 
policy on the economic, social issues 
and security and foreign affairs from the 
Liberal party. The official opposition, 
NDP, at least have announced a major 
policy on child support. 

Art Hagopian
Aurora

Machell’s Corners
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To submit a letter to the editor,  
please send your email to 

letters@auroran.com

Deadline for submissions is 
Sunday at 1 p.m.

New approach to 
revitalization signals 
Council is “serious”  
about Downtown

Letter should have gone 
to Wynne: Reader

Councillor Abel has put into motion 
a different approach to downtown 
revitalization. 

He has made a motion that the Town 
buy properties and later sell them 
back to private interests to have more 
influence on what can and should 
happen downtown.

It can result in the public interest 
gaining the upper hand in the re-
development of  downtown Aurora. 

It will also signal that  Aurora 
Council  is serious about wanting the 
downtown to regain a life.

Your recent cartoon about the 
role that the Hydro funds can play in 
financing such initiatives was very 
apropos. 

It is with the help of  such nest eggs 
that we can make a real difference  in 
providing overall downtown planning 
that incorporates public open spaces.

We have to get away from piecemeal 
redevelopment and intensification, 
where the public interest plays second 
fiddle.

With John Abel’s lead, and some 
healthy public input, Aurorans will 
not only have a chance at an enjoyable 
downtown, but business will climb on 
the bandwagon. 

Because, in the end, that visionary 
approach will very much  result in 
increased business, as well, as has been 
shown in cities across the globe.

Klaus Wehrenberg
Aurora

Letters  to  the  editor

Year in Review 2014

INSIDE
AURORA

Scott Johnston

Ottawa Report

LOIS 
BROWN
MP Newmarket-Aurora

The hunt is on for new members for Aurora’s Citizen Advisory Committees. As the outgoing Council of 2010 – 2014 bade their 
farewells last month, it was also a time to pay tribute to those citizens at large who volunteered their time to advise local lawmakers 
on a variety of issues facing the Town. Above, Parks and Recreation Director Al Downey, left, and Mayor Geoff Dawe, right, pay 
tribute to Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee members Gordon Barnes, Greg Smith, Juergen Daurer, and John Clement. 

Auroran photo by David Falconer

Go to www.theauroran.com to vote!
Previous Poll Results

Have you made  
any New Year’s resolutions?

a)   Yes    b)   No

NEW
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Do you think the Town 
of Aurora should purchase 

downtown properties to help 
guide revitalization?

Yes    No   Unsure

The recent letter from Judy Foote, 
regarding “Canadians cannot afford 
another misspent year” is coming from 
the Federal Liberals. 

While I agree that we cannot afford 
another four years of  Harper, we 
cannot afford another four days of  the 
Provincial Liberals and Wynne. 

These two governments have led the 
way in overspending and misspending. 
They are the worst examples of  poor 
government. So please, Judy, write a 
letter to Wynne.

Nigel Kean
Aurora

2014 Reflections

The New Year has arrived, making 
this a good time to reflect on the 
successes of  the past and think of  
resolutions for the future.

It is also a time to take stock of  all we 
have to be thankful for - the importance 
of  our family and the benefits of  living 
in the greatest country in the world. So 
many of  us have much for which to be 
thankful, and while we are grateful, we 
should also consider the circumstances 
of  those less fortunate.

In Newmarket-Aurora, and across 
our great country, we have had a 
tremendous year. We continue to enjoy 
economic strength in a time when many 
world economies continue to struggle. 

The overall federal tax burden is at 
its lowest level in over 50 years and the 
average family of  four now saves $3,400 
a year in federal taxes. The work of  
our government to cut taxes and keep 
them low is helping Canadians to make 
ends meet. A recent New York Times 
analysis found that after-tax middle-
class incomes in Canada—substantially 
behind in 2000—are now higher than in 
the United States.

Recently, we announced we will build 
on the measures that help Canadian 
families save.

We’re doubling the Children’s Fitness 
Tax Credit amount to $1,000 (effective 
for 2014) and making it refundable. 
We’re enhancing the Universal Child 
Care Benefit; delivering new support 
of  $720 per year for each child aged 6 to 
17 and increasing support to $1,920 for 
each child under 6.  We’re enhancing 
the Child Care Expense Deduction and 
we are introducing the Family Tax Cut, 
allowing couples with minor children 
to save up to $2,000 through income 

splitting. 
We’ve done all that while keeping 

Canada on track to return to balanced 
budgets in 2015. As we continue to take 
steps to control spending and deliver 
programs more efficiently, our efforts 
are paying off. We have the best debt-to-
GDP ratio in the G7, which is expected 
to fall to below its pre-recession level by 
2017. 

Since coming to office, our 
Government has also had the best job 
creation record in the G7 with over 1.2 
million net new jobs created since the 
recession. These are overwhelmingly 
full-time, private sector jobs in high-
wage industries.

A key part of  supporting job creators, 
including the many manufacturing 
businesses in Newmarket and Aurora, is 
ensuring that they have global markets 
for the goods they produce. Since 2006, 
Canada has gone from having free trade 
agreements with only 5 countries to 
now having free trade agreements with 
43 countries around the world. 

2014 also saw Canada stand with 
our allies to confront the threat posed 
by ISIL in the Middle East, as well as 
respond to the ongoing humanitarian 
crisis. Problems in one part of  the 
world must be addressed, because 
their repercussions can be broad. We 

saw this by events in Saint-Jean-sur-
Richelieu and Ottawa. As a result, 
a number of  measures took place 
to promote the safety and security 
of  Canadians at home and abroad. 
Looking ahead, we cannot take these 
achievements for granted. We have a 
lot to be optimistic about, as we look 
forward to a new and fresh year for 
Canada. We will remain focused and on 
the right track for long-term prosperity 
and economic growth here in 
Newmarket-Aurora and all of  Canada.

I look forward to continuing to 
represent your interests and priorities 
in the coming year. From my family 
to yours, I wish peace, health and 
happiness in 2015.

Canada 150 Logo Design Contest
Newmarket-Aurora post-secondary 

students over the age of  18 are invited 
to take part in the Canada 150 Logo 
Design Contest. The logo will become a 
key element in Canada’s celebration of  
150 years of  Confederation in 2017 and 
help create a national, recognizable 
brand to encourage participation in 
this significant milestone.

The logo should evoke feelings 
of  pride, unity and celebration, and 
reflect Canada as a diverse nation with 
a rich past and promising future. The 
winner will also receive $5,000 and 
their work displaye in one of  Canada’s 
national institutions. Submissions for 
the Canada 150 Logo Design Contest 
will be accepted until January 23, 2015. 
For details on how to apply, visit www.
Canada.ca/150.

If  you would like to contact me on any 
issue, please call 905-953-7515 or visit 
my website at www.loisbrown.ca. I look 
forward to hearing from you.

Jan 9 – Being built to serve Aurora’s 
growing population, the new Joint 
Operations Centre (JOC) displays 
similar growth by having its budget 
increase from $14 million to $19 million.

Jan 22 - Council confirms it will seek 
to recoup the cost of  damages from the 
December ice storm, but is thrown off  
when a staff  report notes that you can’t 
sue Mother Nature.

 Feb 2 - It’s not a good sign for an early 
spring when the groundhog emerges 
from his burrow, sees his shadow, and 
books a one-way ticket to Tahiti.

Mar 6 – In an effort to de-beautify 
Aurora, Council considers mandatory 
use of  clear garbage bags for curbside 
pickup.

Apr 10 - Council approves a proposal 
to make Ribfest an election-free zone, 
providing citizens with a brief  few 
hour respite from 10 months of  election 
campaigning.

Apr 17 - For those who placed bets 
15 years ago as to which would be 
done first, the Town’s first Habitat for 
Humanity house is completed prior 
to the Youth Centre, meaning that the 
winners can collect their prizes: free 
passes to the Aurora Fair and Horse 
Show.

May 2 – Aurora gets a failing grade 
when it is not short-listed as a possible 
site for a new university slated for the 
region.

May 22 – There’re no more rooms at 
the inn when Aurora’s only hotel, the 
former Howard Johnson’s, closes its 
doors for the last time. 

Jun 19 – Foreshadowing residents’ 
vote in the fall election to decrease 
the size of  Council, Chris Ballard’s 
departure to the provincial legislature 
reduces Council by one member.

Jun  26 – Despite the east side of  
Aurora clearly being the current centre 
of  retail and residential development 
in Town, the Chamber of  Commerce 
grumbles about the Home Show’s 
move in 2015 to the Stronach Aurora 
Recreation Complex, suggesting that 
no one will find it there.

Jul 3 - The accessible playground 
proposed for Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Park proves to have an inaccessible 
budget of  $600,000.

Aug 21 – Council approves an increase 
in the JOC budget to $26 million, despite 
a lack of  a corresponding increase in 
population since January.

Sep 11 - The Town ponders the 
introduction of  LED street lights, until 
it is realized that this might make it 
easier to see the Town’s crumbling 
infrastructure.

Sep 18 – Setting a good example for 
kids goes up in smoke when Council 
allows the use of  e-cigarettes in public 
facilities, such as the library.

Oct 27 – The Buck stops here, when 
the long term councillor loses her seat 
by 41 votes.

Oct 30 - Sports enthusiasts saddened 
by the planned closing of  the Timberlane 
Athletic Club take heart in the fact that 
they can still golf  at Highland Gate.

Nov 7 - It’s announced that Highland 
Gate is closing.

Nov 20 – Canada Post’s announcement 
that it will stop home delivery to 4,500 
houses in Aurora next year in favour 
of  super mailboxes raises the question: 
“people still receive real mail through 
Canada Post?”

Nov 27 – Taking a page from its many 
books, the library announces plans for 
its own sequel when it says it wants to 
expand its services.

Dec 11 – Council demonstrates its 
addiction to purchasing local buildings 
for which it has no immediate use, 
by suggesting adding Readman and 
Horton Houses to its collection which 
currently includes the still vacant 
Petch House and Aurora Armoury. 

Dec 30 – With lawsuit payments, 
proposed property purchases, 
significant infrastructure projects, and 
other big ticket items on the horizon for 
2015, 2014’s tax increase of  3.75% may 
seem like “the good old days”.

Feel free to e-mail Scott at: 
machellscorners@gmail.com

Reader objects to Liberal 
whip’s letter

I read with interest MP Judy Foote’s 
glaringly inaccurate letter in the 
December 25 edition of  The Auroran. 
This is obviously a round robin 
circular by the Liberal Party Whip that 
is Liberal advertising disguised as a 
“letter to the editor.”  

Does The Auroran provide free 
advertising to political parties?

George Gonsalves 
Aurora

(Editor’s note: this space is a 
community forum for everyone, 
regardless of  political leanings or 
affiliation to share their views)
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Hogan’s Inn

HOGAN’S INN • 12998 KEELE ST. KING CITY • THE HUNT PUB

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11am-10pm; Sun. 11am-8pm • Hunt Pub open until 2am weekends

CATERING AVAILABLE – ASK FOR DETAILS

Fri., Jan. 9 Billik
Sat., Jan. 10 Bad Dog

Fri., Jan. 16 Something Extra
Sat., Jan. 17 Drive Free

For Reservations, Call 905.833.5311

Beautiful Private Party Rooms, Private Business Meeting 
Rooms and the Famous Hunt Pub with Live Entertainment

LIVE BANDS
IN THE HUNT PUB

Hogan’s Inn
Seafood, Pasta & Steakhouse

COME IN FOR OURCOME IN FOR OUR

January Specials
on Seafood Chowder,

Surf & Turf and Lobster Tails
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Driver Training
for Life!
Courses 
Starting: 

Jan. 17 
2 weekends

Feb. 7 
2 weekends
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perspective, we need to be there.”
A Methodist Church was first built on 

the site in 1818, and those foundations 
have led to a “strong tradition and 
historical significance” to continuing 
to worship in that space, he adds. 

“I know speaking to many people 
in the community, they would be very 
disappointed if  they didn’t see a church 
rebuilt and continuing on the site, and 
that is essentially the feeling of  the 
congregation.”

With this all-important decision 
made, the next big step will likely be 
made by the end of  this quarter – and 
that is what this new Aurora United 
Church will look like.

Rebuilding exactly what they had 
before is certainly an option, but 
alternatives are also on the table. These 
alternatives, says Mr. Johnson, could 
include more space for community 
outreach programs, developments and 
programs that could provide “some 
sort of  long-term income stream” to 
help with the “financial feasibility” of  
the new building.

“Our property committee is going 
to dream up a number of  ideas and 
present them to the congregation,” says 
Mr. Johnson. “The congregation will 
then vote on a direction. What we’re 
going to build is still an unknown, but 
it could be anything from just a church 

structure to something that is larger, 
encompassing other possibilities.”

Of  course, these possibilities – 
whatever they might be in the end – 
were the last thing on the minds of  the 
congregation at this time last year when 
they were getting into the full swing of  
2014, with Easter observances just over 
three months away; Easter Services 
that went on nevertheless, but in other 
locations including Trinity Anglican 
Church and Aurora High School.

“We’re in a time of  exodus, if  you 
will, in the sense we physically lost 
our building, but the gift of  losing our 
building confirms more than ever that 
we continue as a church family,” says 
Mr. Johnson. “We have been graciously 
welcomed by Trinity, who have provided 
us with a place for worship, as well as 
some space for our staff. Even though 
we’re in different pews and listening 
to different organs, the same familiar 
faces, and some new faces, are still 
there.

“Our ministry and church family 
continues to exist no matter where we 
are. You always hear that a church is 
not a building, and we were forced to 
live that truth and it rang true for sure. 
Having an empty sandbox, so to speak, 
we were left with the opportunity to 
dream big and do something great for 
the community. We look forward to that 
opportunity in the coming year.”

Community would be 
“disappointed” if church was 
rebuilt elsewhere

Our continuing commitment to quality products may mean a change in specifications without notice.  
© 2013                                                                         · Houston, Texas  ·  USA ·  www.daikincomfort.com
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Will Your Gas Furnace 
Withstand Winter?
Avoid the inconvenience and discomfort when your gas 
furnace breaks on the coldest day of winter. A Daikin 
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Scout leaders left “elated” after significant flags are returned to local troops
By Brock Weir

Next month marks the 50th anniversary 
of  the adoption of  the Canadian Flag. 
While many celebrations are planned 
to mark the occasion over this year, 
the Canadian Flag was recently at 

the centrepiece of  a very personal 
celebration for one Aurora group.

It was a Christmas present months 
in the making, but when Scout leader 
Trevor Stephens was finally able to sling 
eleven dry cleaning bags over the crook 
of  his arm just before the holidays, he 

was left “elated.”
These dry cleaning bags didn’t 

contain the typical button-down 
shirts or freshly pressed pants, but 
rather precious cargo that was left in 
a particularly perilous situation last 
spring – nine flags belonging to a long 
line of  Aurora Scout, Venture, Rover 
and Cub troops and two national flags 
that were left in the rubble that was 
once Aurora United Church.

“The symbol of  a flag is very 
important to the group, and to any group 
for that matter,” says Mr. Stephens. “If  
you take a flag into battle you protect it 
at all costs.”

As much as they would have liked 
to protect their flags that was just 
impossible when fire struck and gutted 
the Yonge Street church that landmark 
morning.

What they looked like – and, most 
importantly, where they were located – 
was particularly fresh in Mr. Stephens’ 
mind as just two days before the fire the 
group had done an inventory of  what the 
Scouts had in their basement domain, 
deciding to dust off  and straighten up 
their banners on the way out. This was 
particularly useful when demolition 
crews were clearing out the remnants 
of  the church building.

“On a lunch hour, a heavy equipment 
operator was on his break,” says Mr. 
Stephens of  a return to the scene. “I 

drew a picture of  the walls, where the 
rooms were located and where the flags 
were in the room and he went there that 
very day after lunch and bingo – they 
didn’t have the foggiest idea things were 
still down there. We might have lost 
all the flags totally. I was sitting on the 
edge of  my seat for the longest time to 
see what kind of  condition they were 
in. I was more concerned about the 
flags than our tents, stoves and camping 
equipment because those kinds of  
things can be replaced.”

Although Mr. Stephens can’t attest to 
the condition they were in immediately 
after they were recovered, they were in 
remarkable condition once the group 
received them back from Britannia 
Cleaners & Fire Restoration in Hamilton. 
Although a couple of  the flags bear 
battle scars in the form of  singe marks 
around the edges, the badges proudly 
sewn onto the fabric remain bright. 

“For the longest time, I didn’t even 
know if  they were destroyed, repairable 
or even if  they were anywhere near 
intact,” he adds. “I knew the wall had 
fallen exactly where the flags were down 
in the basement. These are more of  a 
symbol for our group. Some of  these 
flags had badges and everything else 
sewn on them, so it tells you a story of  
what has been going on with this group. 
I was elated to see these again. I was 
flabbergasted. They have some tears, 
but I didn’t expect to see them again in 
this kind of  condition.”

Workers were also able to recover 
three boxes of  historical records related 
to the troop going back to the 1950s.

Mr. Stephens has been involved in 
Scouting for over 40 years. He joined 
the movement in Saskatchewan in 
1968 where he served with the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. He also led troops 
in the Ottawa area and another near 
CFB Borden before settling in his 
hometown of  Aurora once again.

Since the fire, the Aurora Scouts 
have called a number of  places home, 
including Trinity Anglican Church, 
First Baptist Church, and schools. Mr. 
Stephens says they are hoping to find 
a base at the old Aurora Armoury on 
Larmont Street in the near future. 

Your Local Auto Source for Hometown Auto Related Stories and News...
from a Grassroots, Independent Perspective.

ALL NEW

Scout leader Trevor Stephens unfurls the 
recovered and restored banners at the 
soon-to-be-rebuilt site of Aurora United 
Church. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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I would like to 
wish everyone a very 

Happy New Year 
and a Healthy and 
Prosperous 2015

 
Happy New Year 

and a Healthy and 
Prosperous 2015

Brandon Peluso 
Sales & Leasing Representative

905-727-9444
15783 YONGE ST. AURORA AUTO CAMPUS

www.highlandgm.com
brandon@highlandgm.com

As we age and our lives 
get taken up with so many 
other things, our bodies of-
ten fall to the bottom of our 
priorities list - and they end 
up getting neglected.   We 
start felling aches and pains 
where we never felt them 
before. Our joints stop do-
ing things they used to do 
easily and we put on extra 
weight. With our bodies not 
functioning they way they 
used to we generally start 
feeling old. 

 A lot of us take bet-
ter care of our cars than 
our bodies. Why not take 
care of yourself like you 
do your car?  Yoga is like a 
regular oil change for the 
joints, ligaments and mus-
cles.  It helps us distance 
our thoughts from self-cen-
tered busy ramblings, while 
gently opening up the heart 

and mind to experience the 
world from a fresh perspec-
tive. 

The body is miraculous 
and with regular yoga, it 
can get back to working 
like it did when you were 
younger.  Andrea Roth has 
been a yoga teacher since 
1979 and has been teaching 
yoga in Aurora for over 20 
years.  The winter session 
for 2015 starts Wednesday 
January 19th. If it’s time to 
put your body back on your 
priority list, the Wednesday 
night classes could be just 
the thing to get you started. 
Experience the joy, relax-
ation and recharging effects 
of yoga.

More info at http://www.
yogaforlife.ca, info@yoga-
forlife.ca or call Andrea  
905-505-1324

Yoga for Over Forty 
in Aurora in 2015!

Yoga helps us distance  
our thoughts from  

self-centered  
busy ramblings, while 

gently opening up  
the heart and mind to 
experience the world 

from a fresh 
perspective. 
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2018’s Municipal Election could feature fewer election 
signs, if Councillor gets his way

By Brock Weir

If  you were one of  the residents 
whose eyes regularly glazed over trying 
to decipher hordes of  election signs on 
just about every street corner this past 
fall, your eyes could rest a bit easier 
when it is time to next elect Aurora’s 
Mayor and Council.

A motion from Councillor Tom 
Mrakas is now in the hands of  staff  
which could put new limits on where and 
when potential new Councillors can put 
out their signs. In his motion, Councillor 
Mrakas called for a reduction in how 
long signs can be erected, imposing 
a limit on placing more than one sign 
for an individual candidate on private 
property, and limiting a candidate to 
placing just one sign on any one corner 
of  an intersection.

While Council did not sign off  on any 
of  the proposed changes until staff  were 
able to comment further, Councillor 
Mrakas said his motion was reflective 
of  what he heard on the campaign trail, 
with residents speaking out on there 
being “way too many signs…in way 
too many places…and for so long.” His 
motion, he added, reflected what he 
believed to be best practices in other 
municipalities.

Although the intent of  the motion 

found clear support around the table, 
Councillors had many questions that 
needed to be answered. One particular 
sticking point, as identified by 
Councillors Jeff  Thom and Paul Pirri, 
was the clause limiting signs on private 
property, including maintaining 
property owners’ rights to have more 
than one sign if  they are on a corner lot 
and want to double the exposure for the 
candidates of  their choice. 

Councillor Wendy Gaertner, while 
questioning Councillor Mrakas tongue-
in-cheek on whether multiple election 
signs stacked one on top of  the other 
would could as a single sign, suggested 
limits on private property be removed 
altogether. 

“We all went through the sign 
wars,” added Councillor John Abel. 
“You would go out on the first day and 
place signs and it was all orderly. Three 
weeks later someone would go out and 
pop a sign right in front of  someone 
else and there was absolutely nothing 
that could be done. It is incredibly 
frustrating because you took the time 
and some Johnny-come-lately just 
threw it down in front. If  we’re going 
to do it at all, I would rather get a little 
more definitive…so we can fine tune it 
and get it done.”

Mayor Geoff  Dawe said he too would 

like to have something definitive, and 
the way to do this would be to get some 
expert opinion from municipal staff. 

“One of  my thoughts was should we 
look at bringing our sign bylaw into 
conformance with the Region, that way 
we have one set of  rules and regulations 
we deal with,” said Mayor Dawe, of  the 
Region’s more stringent rules towards 
location and timing. 

A similar view was offered by 
Councillor Michael Thompson.

“Some might claim that we’re 
amending the rules and yet we’re 
heavily invested in them as well,” he 
said. “I think optically it is important 
to get staff’s feedback on the suggested 
amendments so they have the 
opportunity to corroborate to some 
degree that these are some of  the better 
practices…that will help alleviate the 
issues we saw in the last election. 

“I don’t want to see anybody come 
forward as we approach another 
municipal election and say the rules we 
created were unfair without having the 
opportunity to gather feedback from 
our Town Solicitor, the Town Clerk, and 
our Director of  Bylaw Enforcement. It 
is an important step in being able to 
gather their feedback from an impartial 
perspective.”

Councillor Mrakas, on the other 
hand, had a different view. 

“With all due respect to my 
colleagues, I think it is our job to direct 
staff  and I think another thing I heard 
along the campaign trail was the issue 
that Council refers everything,” he 
said. “I think the residents are looking 
to us to make decisions. I am giving us 
the meat and I want staff  to come back 
with a little bit of  the potatoes to the 
bylaw.”

Plows could make winter walking 
easier in some Aurora parks

By Brock Weir

Snow can often put roadblocks on our 
favourite paths from point A to point B, 
but getting around Aurora on foot could 
be just as easy in the winter as in the 
summer if  Council gets its way.

Councillors will soon be examining 
adding paved park pathways into 
Aurora’s winter maintenance program. 
The report is the result of  a notice of  
motion from Councillor John Abel, who 
said plowing hard park paths would be a 
way to encourage pedestrians to get out 
and a way to ease traffic congestion.

Although his original motion focused 
particularly on plowing the Machell 
Park pathway between Orchard Heights 
Boulevard and Aurora Heights Drive, 
it also called on a report on other paths 
that might fit the bill.

“We have a great trails system and we 
are unable to plow them because the trail 
is often uneven, it is gravel-based, but we 
do have some arterial pathways that we 
do plow,” said Councillor Abel. “I am just 
asking we include them.”

Clearing the Machell Park pathway 
was a concern Councillor Abel said he 
heard frequently on the campaign trail 
and was bringing it forward as a result. 

Councillors, however, were not keen 
to approve the request outright without 
further information on how much this 
would cost to Aurora’s winter budget. 

Ilmar Simanovskis, Aurora’s Director 
of  Infrastructure and Environmental 
Services, said he didn’t have a handle on 
how much this would cost the Town if  it 
chose to proceed, but that could be the 
subject of  a future report.

“We clear paths that go from a cul-de-
sac that would connect to another par 

of  the subdivisions so there are some 
lengths that are paved and essentially 
form part of  the sidewalk,” he explained. 
“We don’t plow what I would call trails or 
other connections.”

Other Councillors expressed a degree 
of  caution. 

“I am in favour of  this, but I just want 
to make sure we are going in with our 
eyes open,” said Councillor Paul Pirri, 
asking for the cost implications. 

A similar view was offered by Mayor 
Geoff  Dawe.

“In principle, I support the idea, but 
this indicates a change to our service 
level that Council just recently approved 
in terms of  our snow clearing,” he said. 
“I would ask for the cost implications. I 
would prefer if  this was actually referred 
to budget because I think there are more 
implications than that. I think we need 
to have a better handle on that in terms 
of  what other impacts it might have.”

Councillor Harold Kim, on the other 
hand, welcomed the motion on the table 
with open arms.

“I think it is a great idea because there 
are a lot of  regularly used pathways 
I have noticed throughout Town that 
you can’t walk through during or after 
a heavy snowstorm,” he said. “I have a 
problem with just one area of  the Town 
being serviced that way because I am 
sure there will be other residents…
where they might consider to be high 
need.”

Councillor Kim added that more 
feedback on the matter was needed from 
residents.

Aurora currently clears over 200 km 
of  sidewalks as part of  its annual winter 
maintenance program, according to Mr. 
Simanovskis.

What is Laser Therapy?
The technology utilizes superlu-

minous and laser diodes to irradiate 
diseased or traumatized tissue with 
photons. These particles of  energy are 
selectively absorbed by the cell mem-
brane and intracellular molecules,  
resulting in the initiation of  a cascade 
of  complex physiological reactions, 
leading to the restoration of  normal 
cell structure and function.

The process is curative and therefore 
results in the elimination of  symptoms, 
including pain. In addition, it enhances 
the body’s immune response and fa-
cilitates natural healing. No adverse  
effects have been experienced, indicat-
ing that the therapy is completely safe.

Laser Therapy is highly effective 
in the treatment of  musculoskeletal 
conditions, arthritis, sports injuries, 
wound healing and a wide range of   
dermatological conditions. BioFlex 
Therapy Systems are currently being 
used in over 50 countries by a broad 
spectrum of  healthcare professionals 
including physicians, physiotherapists, 
chiropractors, naturopaths, dentists, 
veterinarians, athletic trainers, etc.

It should be noted that Laser Therapy 
represents the first advance in rehabil-
itation science since the introduction 
of  ultrasound, interferential current, 
tens, etc. and is rapidly replacing those 
modalities. Moreover, it provides treat-
ment alternatives for patients that have 
not responded to conventional treat-
ments and can be administered with-
out risk in the treatment of  many dis-
ease entities. Generally it obviates the 
need for pharmaceutical solutions and  
frequently makes surgical interven-
tions redundant.

Tissue And Sports Injuries
° Ligament/tendon/muscle tears
° Knee Dysfunction(meniscal/liga
   mentous tears)
° Fractures
Repetitive Stress Injuries
° Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
° Rotator Cuff  Injuries
° Epicondylitis
Inflammatory conditions
°Tendonitis (supraspinatus/achilles  

       etc.), Bursitis

° Plantar Fasciitis
° Rheumatoid Arthritis

Back Problems
° Degenerative Osteoarthritis
° Spinal Stenosis/Sciatica
° Disc Herniation
° Myofascitis

Dertmological Conditions 
° Eczema
° Psoriasis
° Herpes (Post-herpetic Neuralgia)
° Dermatitis

Neurological Conditions
° Neuropathies
° Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy
° Multiple Sclerosis

Wounds & Dermal Ulcers Secondary to:
° Compression
° Trauma
° Atherosclerosis
° Diabetic
° Venous Stasis

Others
° Temporo-mandibular Joint Dysfunction
° Lymphedema
° Gout
° Fibromyalgia

Headaches, Whiplash, TMJ  
dysfunction, Trigeminal neuralgia,

So many more. Feel free to ask for a  
consulation. 

King West Centre at 905-773-2225
FREE consultation and one FREE  
treatment INCLUDED in plan.
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AURORA

FESTIVAL
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evening of that good old
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Annual

PLUS...  SLIDE GUITAR WORKSHOP SATURDAY AT 1 PM

WITH SPECIAL GUEST - THE BEN RACINE BAND

2
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Theatre Aurora  
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“SLIDE GUITAR EXPLOSION” 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20 at 7PM

Paul DesLauriers Band • Sean Pinchin Band • Conor Gains Band

“LADY SINGS THE BLUES” 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21 at 7PM

Shakura S’Aida • Angel Forrest • Angelique Francis

The Chieduch Group
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Arts & Culture
Follies is 100th time in the director chair for Aurora’s Sarah Langford

By Brock Weir

Sally Durant Plummer is not 
necessarily a woman who lives in the 
present. A theatrical woman both 
by nature and career, she and her 
former cohorts have gathered to wax 
sentimental about making their mark 
in a venerable old theatre that is soon 
fated to meet a wrecking ball.

In many ways, it is the end of  a 
theatrical journey, but for Sarah 
Langford, who is slated to bring Sally to 
life this month in Wavestage Theatre’s 
production of  “Follies”, it marks a 
new step in the upward trajectory of  
the Aurora-based group, as well as a 
personal milestone. 

Adding to the challenge of  bringing 
Sally to life, is Ms. Langford’s doing so 
while seated in the director’s chair for 
the entire production. This is one of  
the final productions in Wavestage’s 
20th season and, as fate would have it, 
the 100th show she has produced for the 
group she founded.

“It is kind of  reflecting on a 
lifetime’s body of  work and seeing all 
these different performers that have 
come and gone on your stage, where 
they have ended up and what they are 
doing,” says Ms. Langford. “Follies is a 
reflection of  the past and it just fit so 
perfectly in my life as well.”

This idea of  reflection is one that can 
be applied to just about every character 
in Follies, but Sally Durant Plummer is 
a person all her own. According to Ms. 
Langford, she “ensnares people” with 
her nostalgic view of  the world, all the 
while maintaining a fragility that is 
common in everyone. 

“She just gets to play it on the outside 
and people get to see that,” says Sarah. 
“It almost like a stark warning against 
the distorting dangers of  nostalgia. 
In a brief, fleeting moment she thinks 
her dreams come true but they vanish 
through the cracks of  her memories.

“Although she is delusional in her 
belief  that her husband really looks at 
her and only her, as if  she has never 
changed, it is a wonderful moment 
for people to hope and dream that the 
partner they have chosen will always 
look at you as if  you were forever 
the princess and the prize. She loves 
someone so deeply and believes they 
love her, but she wonders if  it is real 
– and I wonder how many people just 
have those moments where they just 
want to believe in something so badly 
they lose their sense of  reality. I think 
it is more common than not, but it is 
neat to play both sides of  that in one 
character.”

These character studies through 

song is key to Ms. Langford’s – and 
Wavestage’s – attraction to the works 
of  Stephen Sondheim. It is the latest 
in a long line of  Sondheim works the 
group has tackled over the last two 
decades and two more – Into the Woods 
and Gypsy – are in store for their 21st 
season.

Although Ms. Langford says she once 
believed Rodgers and Hammerstein 
to be the epitome of  musical theatre, 
Sondheim has since replaced them in 
her affections due to the “genius” of  
his music. 

“You can find a little bit of  Mozart, a 
little bit of  this and a little bit of  that, 
but here it is Cole Porter, Irving Berlin, 
Rodgers and Hammerstein and all 
these fabulous composers, and you can 
feel the history of  a great composition 
and it is a gift to sing,” she says. “There 
are so many things that are written out 
there that are bland to the voice and 
Sondheim just understands human 
voices so well that with the rises and 
falls and the harmonies he has chosen.”

Some theatrical companies shy away 
from tackling the works of  Sondheim, 
she says, due to the complexity of  the 
songs, but with the talent Wavestage has 
on hand for the upcoming production, 
there should be no problem. On the 
flipside, the idea of  tackling Sondheim 

draws out a lot of  talent to audition 
to take on the challenge, a particular 
bonus for this director.

“I think in life there are not a lot 
of  opportunities to make changes in 
the world,” says Ms. Langford of  the 
evolution of  Wavestage. “When you 
do good, maybe you donate to charity, 
do a drive, or change something that 
is easily tangible, but theatre changes 
emotion; it changes the audience for a 
fleeting moment or maybe for longer. 
You don’t know the tiny little drop you 
give as a performer can become an epic 
tidal wave in somebody else’s life. 

“Being in this chair in the 100th 
production for the 20th season, it has 
been a gift to be able to make a little 
wave in somebody else’s life, and just 
make a difference from a performer’s 
side or the audience’s perspective.”

Follies runs at Newmarket Theatre 
from January 30 – February 1. For more 
information, visit wavestagetheatre.
com.

“I really think in York Region there 
won’t be anything like this for quite a 
while and it would be a shame to miss 
this,” she concludes. “It is the middle of  
winter, nothing else is going on. Take 
the opportunity to get out of  the snow 
and slime and come into a beautifully 
changing, epic night.”

Aurora’s Sarah Langford, foreground, takes the lead as Sally Durant Plummer in 
Wavestage Theatre’s upcoming production of Stephen Sondheim’s Follies. 

Photo by Caileigh Kyle
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By Brock Weir

Musical inspiration can come from 
anywhere in the world around us.

Musicians today often cite having 
creative revelations the first time they 
heard The Beatles, or saw what the 
likes of  Elvis Presley or Buddy Holly 
could do on stage through the power of  
television. If  they came of  age in the 
1960s, budding musicians, appreciating 
the influence of  the likes of  Bob Dylan, 
Peter, Paul & Mary, and Canada’s own 
Ian & Sylvia, quickly learned how a few 
choice words striking the right chord 
could help bring about the change they 
wanted in the world.

But, while the music of  Sylvia Tyson 
has touched generations of  musicians 
that followed, Ms. Tyson herself  found 
her own inspiration in the works of  
English literature.

“Right from the get go, I had an 
interest in English literature and, 
through that, I started finding out about 
the traditional English folk songs like 
child ballads that were often printed as 
poetry,” Ms. Tyson tells The Auroran, 
noting these poems-cum-ballads lay the 
foundation of  her love of  telling stories 
through music. “When I was living 
in Chatham, ON, there wasn’t really 
anybody to listen to. There were R&B 
stations out of  Detroit and Windsor, and 
there was a country station. In terms 
of  the music I was interested in, there 
wasn’t really a creative outlet except 
for Alan Mills on CBC Radio.”

She charted her own path, however, 
finding inspiration in places many 
of  us would find the polar opposite of  
extraordinary. Stories are everywhere, 
she says, and it is up to the songwriter 
to find them.

Evidently, it was a winning formula 
as she and her then husband, Ian 
Tyson, took the Canadian music scene 
by storm with their iconic folk songs, 
earning a permanent place in the 
collective Canadian consciousness 
introducing such hits as Four Strong 
Winds onto the popular charts. But, no 
matter how successful they became, 
they stuck close to their roots.

“When Ian and I performed, we 
certainly played some major venues 
and that was a measure of  success, 
just measured from performance 
to performance,” Sylvia explains. 
“I measure success to the audience 
reactions to what I do. When I get that 
visceral reaction, I know that I have 
been successful, that they relate to what 
I am talking about, that somehow there 
is something in those songs that is very 
personal to them.”

On January 30, Ms. Tyson will be 
able to take the measure of  Aurora 
audiences when she takes the stage with 
John Sheard at the Aurora Cultural 
Centre in the opening performance of  
the 2015 Great Reunion concert series, 
spearheaded by Sheard.

The relationship between Tyson and 
Sheard goes back decades to working 
together in recording sessions and on 
stage. The evening promises to be a 
blend of  their classic material along 
with new material which is continually 
being produced by Ms. Tyson, who has 
just completed her second book.

The 1960s and 70s were a particularly 
fertile period for folk not just in Canada, 
but around the world. Although the 
folk scene today does not have what Ms. 
Tyson describes as the “broad sweep” 
of  those times, it is alive and well.

“There were a lot of  young people at 
that time, more than ever before, going 
to university and taking an interest in 
politics and social issues, and those 
songs speak very strongly to that 
mindset,” says Ms. Tyson, noting she 
prefers to think of  herself  as a singer-
songwriter, rather than folk musician. 
“When I was younger, I was influenced 
by anybody and everybody. Now, I am 
mainly interested in what I am writing 
and doing. Occasionally, I will hear a 
piece of  music that knocks my socks 
off  and I think that is really great, and 
I am glad that person is doing it, but I 
ceased to be a fan a long time ago.”

Last year, Ms. Tyson celebrated the 
20th anniversary of  Quartette, a group of  
female musicians of  which she is proud 
to be a member. Describing the group 
both as a collective and a collaboration, 
it was founded by the late Colleen 
Peterson, who brought together a group 
of  female songwriters to perform in the 
round for a special event at Toronto’s 
Harbourfront Centre. From those early 

days, the group has flourished.
“We are all songwriters and it affords 

each of  us the luxury of  having vocal 
backup that we could never afford as 
solo artists!” she says with a laugh. 

These days, when Ms. Tyson is not 
writing songs, her pen is rarely idle. 
By the end of  2014, she had completed 
her second book, a sequel to her debut 
entitled Joiner’s Dream, which is 
the fictional story of  a family told 
through a series of  journals kept by 
one member of  a particular family in 
each generation, from 1790 to present 

day. The new book takes a look at the 
same family from the other side of  the 
looking glass.

“I find people are endlessly interested 
in other people’s lives and in their own 
family background,” she says, noting a 
key difference between writing a song 
and a novel is a novel doesn’t have to be 
“four minutes long and rhyme.”

“[Books and music] are both 
satisfying for different reasons. Music 
is what I have always done and there was 
never a question I would be involved in 
music. I have never done anything else. 
Someone once asked Willie Nelson if  he 
ever thought of  retiring, and he said, 
‘All I do is play golf  and play music. 
What do you want me to give up?’ – and 
I don’t play golf !”

Well, that leaves music and in 
considering retirement, she concludes 
doing what she is already doing keeps 
her active and happy. 

“It is entertainment first and 

Sylvia Tyson looks for the smaller stories  
in bigger pictures

Sylvia Tyson
Supplied photo
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Ringing in the New Year at Family First Night

Hundreds descended on the Stronach Aurora Recreation Complex (SARC) last Wednesday to ring the New Year at the Town of Aurora’s Family First Night. With fun for the whole 
family, including crafts, animal demonstrations, free skating and face painting, the SARC was the place to be to bid farewell to 2014. (1) Jessica, Sarah, and Shelby were on hand 
to help aspiring artists at the craft table. (2) Kevin and Daniel, with their balloon swords, were ready for anything. (3) Artist Tim showed off his talent, drawing caricatures of 
partygoers. (4) Daniil and Ilya were hooked on the Fish Pond while (5) Steven got creative with his balloons. (6) Robert had a close encounter with Nikki, the cockatoo, who has 
become a mainstay of the annual celebrations, along with (7) Doug from Zootek. (8) Couples and families hit the ice while (9) kids like Katelin became adorned with butterflies 
and other designs courtesy of Tarin. (10) Some got in a bit of golfing while (11) others got crafty. After (12) Mayor Geoff Dawe cut the cake, it was time for (13) families to head 
home to continue the party. 

Auroran photos by David Falconer
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Seniors looking to keep fit get reprieve in small price hike
By Brock Weir

Now is the time that many of  us are 
making – or even breaking – New Year’s 
resolutions to stay fit, but Aurora 
seniors looking to do so at the soon-to-
be-re-opened Aurora Family Leisure 
Complex will have an extra incentive 
going forward.

Seniors taking part in many fitness 
programs at the Complex (AFLC) will 
receive a bit of  a reprieve on their 
fitness programming when the facility 
re-opens this month, following a 
Council decision to ease a slight jump 
in program costs, which would have 
seen subsidies for residents 55-years-of  
age and older slashed from 50 per cent 
to 20 per cent, in line with other senior 
discounts on programming Town-wide.

The impact of  the move immediately 
from 50 per cent down to 20 per cent was 
minimal on paper – a $2 increase on 
$3.50 for aquafit classes – but it was too 
much too soon for Councillor Wendy 
Gaertner.

In her motion, which was seconded 
by Councillor Tom Mrakas, she called 
for a phased-in approach over two years 
to ease the burden. Al Downey, Aurora’s 
Director of  Parks and Recreation, 
however, said the proposed changes 
would be minimal and make subsidies 
uniform across the board.

“What we were doing was applying, 
in my opinion, an inconsistent level of  
subsidy for our seniors throughout our 

programs,” said Mr. Downey. “What we 
are attempting to do here is provide 
a consistent 20 per cent discount for 
seniors for our programs, and for an 
extended period of  time we have been 
providing up to 50 per cent subsidy on 
some of  our programs. I didn’t see a 
justification for doing that.

“We don’t believe it is that large a 
jump. We don’t believe it is going to 
have that much of  a major financial 
impact, certainly from the numbers we 
have.”

Taking a look at the number of  tickets 
sold for aquafit over the course of  2013, 
Mr. Downey said the total impact to the 
Town would be $508.20.

Councillor Gaertner, on the other 
hand, said she was all in favour of  
the Town taking in as much money 
as they could, and doing so equally, 
but in her view there wasn’t enough 
notice to those seniors who would be 
immediately impacted by the change.

“I know it seems like a small matter, 
and I don’t disagree in some respects, 
but to any senior who has been using 
the fitness facility for $3.50 and now it 
is going up to $5.60, that is [an increase] 
I don’t feel is fair. I don’t know about 
the optics, but I don’t believe it is fair. 
It is not going to make that much of  a 
difference to us, but I think it is gesture 
of  respect for whatever senior who 
loses that. [This increase] is going to 
hurt someone.”

While the motion ultimately gained 

what we are thinking about. We are 
looking forward to having some further 
discussions with them later this month 
and then I think, at that point, we will 
have a better sense of  what they are 
thinking.

“From our point of  view, our 
intention is to see the site developed 
in a way that is in keeping with the 
community that surrounds it so it is 
compatible with the housing forms that 
are there and that is what is guiding 
us with respect to how we see the site 
ultimately be developed.”

Given that the neighbourhoods 
surrounding the golf  course are 
comprised primarily of  single detached 
homes, Ms. Shindruk says she envisions 
housing forms like that being built 
on the land. Closer to Yonge Street, 
however, where multi-unit buildings 
exist, those opportunities are also on 
the table where the Highland Gate Club 
House currently sits, she adds.

There will also be efforts to retain 
“some of  the greenspace” as parkland 
in the new development.

“Aurora is a wonderful community,” 
says Ms. Shindruck. “It is a highly 
desirable community from the point of  
view of  a place to live, a place to buy a 
home and being that it is an infill site 
in a community that has a great degree 
of  attractiveness, those are two key 
factors [on why we were interested in 
Highland]

“Our next step would be to meet with 
the municipality and talk about the 
application requirements. We see that 
happening in the next week or so, then 
we meet again with the Ratepayers’ 
association to continue the dialogue 
with them. We are looking forward 
to working with the community and 
generating a vision for the site that is 
really in keeping with the community, 
will enhance the community, and bring 
benefits, finding a win-win solution for 
everyone.” 

support around the Council table, the 
enthusiasm to it was lukewarm in 
some quarters, including Councillor 
Paul Pirri who questioned why this 
one group of  seniors would continue 
to enjoy an additional subsidy 
while seniors participating in other 
municipal programming would not.

“If  we’re talking about fairness 
to our seniors, shouldn’t they all be 
receiving that 50 per cent discount?” 
he asked. “Why is one group being 
eliminated out of  the equation? I think 
it makes sense to set up a policy that is 
fair across the board to everybody, not 
just an individual class.”

Councillor John Abel also questioned 
whether it was the right way forward, 
noting that in the considerable time he 
spends at the Aurora Seniors’ Centre, 
not one member had raised these 
concerns to him.

“Optically, it looks good and if  that is 
the sole purpose I am in support of  the 
amendment, but I have not received any 
feedback from any of  the seniors,” said 
Councillor Abel.

Given that municipal programs 
allow for seniors’ discounts beginning 
at the age of  55, rather than other 
jurisdictions that apply the discount 
at 60 or 65, Aurora seniors still have 
things pretty good whether at a 50 per 
cent subsidy or at 20 per cent, according 
to Councillor Harold Kim.

“I understand the sensitivity to 
seniors in Aurora, and I am very 
sensitive to this as well, but…I think 
our seniors are doing well right now 
in how we treat them relative to other 
municipalities,” he said. 

The Club Aurora Fitness Centre is 
expected to re-open at the AFLC next 
Friday, January 16. 

Developers promise compatibility
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CLASSIFIEDS • AT YOUR SERVICE

For the month of 
January and February 
all new customers receive 

WINTER RIDING 
LESSONS at 
Ridgewood Farm
 

25% OFF
Ridgewood 

Farm

Please call to reserve your spot today!
www.ridgewoodfarm.ca  416-727-8231

Come for the horses...Stay for the fun!

Large indoor arena 
with heated lounge 
and Wi-Fi 
for your comfort.

The Chicken Place 
Portuguese BBQ

Save time and call ahead to place your order.

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Industrial Parkway South

905-900-0019

TRY OUR 
FAMILY 
COMBO!

only $34.95

DOWNTOWN TASTE COMES NORTH 

The Chicken Place

www.thechickenplace.ca

1 Whole Chicken 
PiriPiri Sauce 

4 Medium Sides 
Choice of: 
Rice Pilaf 

Parisienne Potatoes 
Tomato & Cucumber Salad 

Creamy Coleslaw
Chick Pea Salad 

French Fries
Caesar Salad 

Sauteed Vegetables

Continued on page 14

Tigers’ overtime troubles continue in Toronto in tough start to 2015
By Jake Courtepatte

The Junior A Aurora Tigers had 
a tough start to 2015, after a difficult 
December left the team clinging to the 
top spot in the OJHL.

They returned to the ice on Saturday 
following a thirteen-day break, visiting 
the Toronto Patriots in Etobicoke.

The Patriots came into the game 
having won six of  their last eight games, 
and sitting in the top spot of  the league’s 
South Division.

The game marked the return of  some 
key Tigers players, namely forwards 
Michael Laidley and Drake Board, and 
defencemen Kyle Locke and Callum 
Fryer. All four had missed the last 
eight games of  2014 while taking part 
in the World Junior A Challenge in 
Saskatchewan as members of  Canada 

East.
Goaltender Andy Munroe certainly 

showed no rust early on, stopping 
all twelve shots he faced in the first 
period. His counterpart, Emanuel Vella, 
matched him save for save to keep the 
game scoreless after one.

The goose egg was broken with less 
than five minutes remaining in the 
second, when Munroe was beaten by the 
Patriots’ Nicholas Ursitti.

In typical Tiger fashion, they notched 
the game at one less than two minutes 
later on a goal by Eric Williams.

The two teams would trade one more 
each before the end of  the period, as the 
Tigers’ Cameron Morrison added to his 
impressive rookie campaign with his 
twenty-first goal of  the year.

A scoreless third period had the 
Tigers heading to overtime for only the 

third time this year.
Aurora was sent home with only one 

point in the standings less than three 
minutes into the extra frame, when 
Toronto’s Quinn Syrydiuk scored the 
game-winning goal.

The Tigers are now 0 – 3 in overtime 
this season.

Board picked up two assists in his 
return to the Tigers lineup.

After back-to-back road games earlier 
this week visiting the Lindsay Muskies 

and the Wellington Dukes, the Tigers 
return home on Friday to take on the 
Stouffville Spirit. 

All proceeds from Friday’s game will 
go towards the family of  Ethan, an eight-
year old boy with an inoperable tumour 
who will be a “Tiger for the Day”.

Aurora is undefeated so far this 
season when facing the Spirit.

For stats, schedules, and more 
information, visit www.auroratigers.
pointstreaksites.com.

Ex-Barbarian turns to introducing 
rugby earlier to new generations

By Jake Courtepatte

When the Toronto Barbarians merged 
with the Aurora Rugby Football Club in 
2002 to create the Aurora Barbarians, 
the team brought its history with it.

A piece of  that history was 
recognized last month at a ceremony 
in Scarborough, when Ian MacMillan 
joined four others as the 2014 class of  
inductees into the Rugby Ontario Hall 

of  Fame.
MacMillan had an illustrious career 

with the Toronto club, playing for 
fourteen seasons with the Barbarians 
in the seventies and eighties while 
wearing the ‘C’ for eight of  them. It 
was under his leadership that the 
Barbarians won back-to-back Ontario 
Sevens titles in 1980 and 1981.

He also made dozens of  provincial 
and national appearances during 
this time, highlighted by serving as 
Canada’s captain in 1983 – the first 
Ontario-born player to do so.

MacMillan is no longer as involved 
with the club as he was during his 
long-time membership, calling his 
participation “on the periphery” as 
opposed to life-long club members.

One of  the activities he still has a 
hand in is fundraising, continuing 
to help the organization raise money 
through non-profit means.

He now serves as the Chairman of  
the Barbarians’ Black Sheep Fund, 
supporting the Barbarians financially 
rather than athletically.

The main contributors to the fund 
are past club members, operating on 
what MacMillan calls a “pay it forward” 
basis.

“There’s a charitable component in 
it,” said MacMillan. “It’s a good thing. 
It’s an opportunity for past members to 
donate, in essence, back to a club they 
grew up with.”

As an organization with over six 
decades behind it, one comes into it 

The Aurora Youth Soccer Club 
(AYSC) will take over the Aurora 
Sports Dome this Saturday, January 
10, for the AYSC Invitational 
Showcase.

The Showcase will host girls and 
boys teams for the first time, having 
primarily been an all-girls affair in 
the past, according to organizers. 
The showcase is for prospective 
student athletes from across Ontario 
looking to compete at the post-
secondary level. In addition, college 
and university coaches from across 
Ontario will be in attendance. The 
first game kicks off  at 8.40 a.m., with 
the last scheduled for 6.50 p.m.

The AYSC has two girls’ and 
two boys’ teams competing in the 
showcase. 

For more information, visit www.
aysc.ca. 

The Aurora Sports Dome is located 
at 115 Industrial Parkway North.

AYSC Invitational Showcase 
welcomes girls and boys 

this Saturday

Michael Laidley, seen here battling for positions against the Muskies last month, 
has returned to home ice along with Drake Board, Callum Fryer and Kyle Locke after 
missing the last eight games of 2014 taking part in the World Junior A Challenge in 
Saskatchewan. 			                              Auroran photo by Jake Courtepatte
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Aurora’s Livingston uses 
inspirational Sochi Olympics 
experience for the better

By Scott Wheeler

After participating in the Sochi 
Olympics, Aurora native Derek 
Livingston is using his adversity-filled 
story to motivate both himself  and 
others.

It’s a story that has taken him on a 
cross-Canada tour to visit schools from 
Ottawa to Red Deer to inspire young 
athletes. 

It’s a story he carried with him 
this past summer to Whistler’s Camp 
of  Champions, where he taught and 
motivated other snowboarders as their 
coach. 

Above all, it’s a story he uses every 
day as motivation in his own budding 
snowboard career. 

It starts with heartbreak.
After breaking his collarbone just 

one qualifying event prior to the 
Games, Livingston felt his hopes and 
dreams come crashing down. 

“I remember thinking that the last 
four years were all for nothing,” he said. 
“I accepted that I blew my chances.” 

Initially, Livingston admits his head 
was in a “weird place” and that he was 
unsure of  his future.

Despite the blow, Livingston stayed 
committed to doing whatever it took to 
ride in the final qualifying event before 
the Games. 

One metal rod, 10 screws and two 
weeks of  hard work later, Livingston 
participated in the qualifying event 
despite uncertainty looming around 
the strength of  his shoulder. 

“I had the idea in the back of  my 
mind that if  I fell on it again I could rip 
the screws out because the bone wasn’t 
fully healed,” Livingston said. 

Refusing to let the injury stop him, 
Livingston put it aside and qualified.

Always humble, Livingston credits 
family, friends, teammates, support 
staff, physiotherapists and his surgeon 
for his quick recovery and “positive 
mind-set.” 

His four years of  hard work, it turned 
out, were worth it. 

The adversity didn’t end after the 
collarbone had begun to heal though, 
either.

“I suffered a minor concussion 
a week prior to heading to Russia,” 
he said, noting, “On top of  it all I’d 
had problems with my shoulder 
dislocating.” 

Overcoming these issues were part 
of  what made the entire experience that 
much more special, Livingston insists. 

“The whole experience was surreal,” 
he said, adding that he had never 
experienced anything like the Opening 
Ceremonies. “I think I had a permanent 
smile on my face the whole time.” 

It was at the Opening Ceremonies 
that Livingston says he received some 
of  his best advice. 

“Many of  the returning athletes had 
good advice about how to deal with all 
of  the pressure, treating it like any 
other contest and that the hard part 
was over, I had made it to the Games, 
now all I have to do is get through my 
runs.”

Despite the words of  encouragement 
from other athletes prior to his event, 
Livingston admits that the pressure 
may have been too much during his 
first run of  the Qualification Round. 

He had been in Sochi a year prior 
for a test event but there were no fans 
or media. “This time around it was 
crazy,” he said, adding that not only 
were millions of  people going to be 
watching but that there are little things 
that added to the stress too. “As soon as 
I walked out of  the airport there were 
tons of  photographers and journalists 
trying to get a quick interview.”

“Nerves were definitely a factor,” 
Livingston said of  the feeling prior to 
his first run. “I remember standing 
at the top for my first run about to 
drop in and feeling my legs shake 
uncontrollably.”

After posting a score of  34.25 in his 
first run, Livingston had one final run 
to give himself  a chance at qualifying 
for the Semifinals. 

“Considering the halfpipe was in 
pretty bad condition, I decided to play 
it safe and treat it like any other event,” 
he said. 

Overcoming the pressure, Livingston 
would put together a solid second run. 
“I was pretty confident that my run 
was going to put me through,” he said. 
“They took a really long time to give me 
my score. It was pretty nerve-racking.” 

His score, an impressive 70.25, would 
leave him one spot shy of  the Semifinals. 
For the 23-year-old snowboarder 
however, the Games were about more 
than just the end result. They were a 
blessing, a testament to defying the 
odds. 

“Even though I was one spot out from 
moving on, I am super happy with how 
I performed,” he said.

Having conquered his injuries 
and his nerves in his first Olympics, 
Livingston is spending his summer 
working out and enjoying the time off  
in Whistler. He hopes to spend most of  
this winter training in Colorado. 

His message to those he meets along 
the way?

“Don’t let small setbacks in life get 
you down. If  you believe in yourself  
and follow your dreams, no matter how 
big or small, you can succeed in life.”

Town of Aurora 100 John West Way, Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 | www.aurora.ca/publicnotices | 905-727-3123, ext. 4227

town of aurora 
pubLic NOTice

Seeking Citizen MeMberS for the town of AurorA 
AdviSory CoMMitteeS
Aurora town Council invites residents to apply to participate as a citizen member  
of one of the following:

 Advisory Committees
 Application Deadline: Friday, January 23, 2015

•	 Environmental advisory Committee
•	 Economic Development advisory Committee
•	 Heritage advisory Committee
•	 Parks and recreation advisory Committee
•	 trails and active transportation Committee

for more information on roles and responsibilities for Committee members, please visit  
aurora town Hall, aurora Public Library or the town of aurora’s website at www.aurora.ca  

for more information, please call 905-727-3123, ext. 4227.
 
what is the application process?

appointment to advisory Committees is open to all residents of aurora, or owners of land within the 
municipality, or a tenant of land in aurora. applications must be submitted to the town on the approved 
application form. application forms and additional information can be picked up at aurora town Hall, 
aurora Public Library or by visiting the town’s website at www.aurora.ca 

applications should be addressed to the Deputy Clerk and submitted by email to pthoma@aurora.ca or 
by fax at 905-726-4732. applications can also be submitted by mail or hand delivered to  
100 John west way, P.o. Box 1000, aurora, on L4G 6J1.

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Minor Bantam AAs fall in finals of 
home tournament

By Jake Courtepatte

The Minor Bantam AA Tigers put on 
quite a show in front of  a home crowd 
last week, finding success in the Aurora 
Minor Hockey Association’s (AMHA’s) 
46th annual Minor Bantam/Bantam 
Tournament.

The team opened the tournament 
against the West Mall Lightning, taking 
them down 4 – 2 before disposing of  the 
Whitby Wildcats 3 – 1 later that day.

They completed their round-robin 
matchups with a 7 – 0 victory the next 
day over the Sudbury Copper Cliff  
Redman, who they met once again in 
the semi-finals due to team points.

Aurora continued their shutout 
streak, and punched their tickets to the 
finals with a decisive 5 – 0 win.

The finals saw another matchup 
against Whitby, however this time it 
was the Wildcats that would hold off  
the Tigers offensively.

Whitby took the game, and the 
tournament, 2 – 1.

Meanwhile, the Bantam AA Tigers 
were shut out in their respective semi-
final matchup, 1 – 0, by the Niagara 
Falls Flyers.

For information on upcoming 
schedules, tournaments, and minor 
hockey news, check out www.
auroraminorhockey.com.

Photo courtesy of Canada Snowboard
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FAMILY LAW 
LAWYER

16610 Bayview Avenue, Suite 211, Newmarket 
PH: 905-953-0023   FX: 905-953-0093  

e-mail: patrick@pmglaw.ca

•  1/2 hour free consultation 
•  Accepts Legal Aid 

Practicing all aspects of Family Law to resolve  
parenting, support, and proerty issues arising from  
separating families. A practitioner of  
Collaborative Family Law – a client controlled, 
lawyer assisted, out-of-court-process focusing 
on achieving mutually acceptable solutions.

Patrick M. Gaffney

Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

Water Softening 
Purification 

Filtration 
and 

Sterilization Units
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Happy New 
Year 

to All!

SENIOR
SCAPE

Jim Abram

When it comes to health 
and fitness inspiration, 
senior citizens might 
not be the first group of  
folks that come to mind. 
However, 2014 showed us 
that there are a ton of  
over-the-hill women and 
men out there defying 
the odds and inspiring 
us with their strength, 
determination, and 
positivity.

These individuals are 
each living proof  that age ain’t nothin’ 
but a number. 

If  you’ve been having a tough time 
motivating yourself  to get off  the 
couch and to the gym, think of  coming 
to your Aurora Seniors’ Centre or to 
the Aurora Family Leisure Complex 
(AFLC or new Youth Centre, otherwise 
known) to get active in mind, body and 
spirit!

Whether it was the Walking Club, 
Carpet Bowling, Bocce, Pickle Ball or 
any of  the other activities, seniors’ 
participation in health and wellness 
activities at the Aurora Seniors’ 
Centre grew. 

We were so happy to see so many 
new faces trying out things that, to 
some, were new to them. Other seniors 
were only too happy to help out the 
newbies! I encourage all seniors in 
Aurora to get involved. And I don’t just 
mean at the Seniors’ Centre. 

Get involved in the politics of  Aurora 
as decisions made at the Council table 
have a great impact on your quality of  
life. 

Let your political representatives 
know your concerns; otherwise they 
will be ill-equipped to address your 
concerns appropriately. 

Keep informed as to what is going on 
otherwise decisions will be made (like 
the increased fees to seniors for use of  

Town fitness facilities – I’m 
sure you weren’t aware of  
that either) that impact your 
quality of  life in Aurora.  

Get involved by 
contributing to our 
community health and 
spirit. Help a neighbour. Help 
a friend. Help a stranger. We 
are a community of  souls 
that work best as one. You 
will find that volunteerism 
has its own special rewards. 
You will meet some very 

nice people. I know I have. 
Get involved with our youth and 

their families. Things are hard today 
for most people. These kids today can’t 
rely on having a corporate pension 
when they retire. Home ownership 
seems out of  reach for most. Living 
day to day is not something of  the past.

Mental health issues have become 
widespread yet often hidden. In the 
least, kindness helps. And I hate to go 
back to politics, but get involved and we 
can be the catalyst for positive change 
for all of  society, not just seniors. 

As a community, seniors can take 
a lead in moving our town forward to 
create a better quality of  life, not only 
for seniors but for all of  us who live in 
this precious, unique, environmentally 
sensitive, little piece of  the world we 
call Aurora, a place we call home.  

I’d like to take this opportunity 
to thank those good people at The 
Auroran for giving our seniors this 
space in our community newspaper 
to share Senior’s thoughts, ideas, 
information and hopes and laughs 
over the past many years and we hope 
to keep it going for a long time to come. 

Get used to us; we seniors don’t plan 
on going anywhere very far from this 
planet or this Town soon.       

Jimmy’s last word: Happy New Year 
and may 2015 be your best year yet!

Canada Post delivery 
changes debated at Council

By Brock Weir

As parcels finished rolling in for the 
holiday season, it was likely the last 
time for many Aurora residents these 
cards and packages will be delivered 
directly to their door by Canada Post. 

This year, the Crown Corporation 
plans to discontinue home mail 
delivery for the nearly 4,500 Aurora 
homes still receiving their mail 
door-to-door in favour of  installing 
community mailboxes. It is the next 
phase of  their nation-wide plan to 
eliminate door-to-door residential 
delivery to save money. 

The decision, however, received a 
lukewarm reception from Council at 
a recent meeting, but members fell 
short of  following in the Town of  
Collingwood’s footsteps to formally 
object to the change.

Collingwood’s motion was placed 
on December’s General Committee 
agenda by Councillor Wendy Gaertner. 
Although she said it was a “difficult 
and contentious issue” as it involves 
Canada Post’s financial picture, it 
was important to speak out about 
the impact the switch might have on 
seniors or the disabled. 

“We might not have much power as 
a municipality, but I don’t think this is 
the right way to go with Canada Post 
and, perhaps if  a lot of  municipalities 
send their comments into the Federal 
government…it is the squeaky 
wheel,” she said. “I am trying to look 
out for our community as it is and as 
it ages.”

While Council tentatively discussed 
the merits of  delivery and formally 
objecting to it, the motion ultimately 
failed for several reasons. Among the 

reasons were concerns, particularly 
from Councillor Jeff  Thom, that the 
motion was not Aurora-specific. 

As Aurora is a growing urban 
area, older, less dense subdivisions 
still enjoy door-to-door service while 
denser, newer subdivisions have 
used community mailboxes since 
their inception. This divide led 
Mayor Geoff  Dawe and Councillor 
Michael Thompson to question the 
impact such a motion would have 
on neighbourhoods that are already 
using the community mailbox system.

“It is my understanding that all 
of  2C will be serviced by community 
mailboxes,” said Councillor 
Thompson. “Probably 40 – 50 per cent 
of  homes in Aurora will be served 
by community mailboxes. While it is 
great to say reconsider the decision 
from home-to-home, what about 
the other half  of  the Town that is 
currently using community postal 
boxes?”

At the end of  the day, however, 
whether the motion came from 
Collingwood or Aurora, it would 
likely have little traction in Ottawa, 
according to Councillor Paul Pirri, who 
serves on the board of  the Federation 
of  Canadian Municipalities.

“This is something they have been 
looking at for a while now and although 
it is not a position I hold, a lot of  other 
municipalities who are members…
will look at us and say, ‘what is the big 
deal? We have been using community 
mailboxes for years, especially in 
most of  the rural communities,’” said 
Councillor Pirri. “This is something 
new for an urban community like 
Aurora and York Region to be dealing 
with on a town-wide scale.”

What’s the ‘Hockley secret’?
You’ll have to ask Mr. Kohnen.

Andrew Kohnen
Brewmaster

IT’S ALL TRUE.

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

with a built-in sense of  heritage.
“You trained on Tuesday and 

Thursday, you played on Saturday…so 
you ended up hanging out with a bunch 
of  guys and growing up with them,” 
said MacMillan. “So it’s a way to give 
back.”

While these alumni may have 
experienced rugby from an early 
age and at a high level, many young 
Canadians are not given the same 
exposure.

A major component of  the Black 
Sheep Fund is raising money for junior 
player development. For MacMillan and 
those working with the Barbarians, the 
goal is to mimic our Canadian “hockey 
culture” – get players involved at a 
young age.

“They usually get introduced to the 
game in high school,” said MacMillan. 
“Rugby’s a culture that exists in many 

other countries, and it’s a growing one 
in Canada, so we’re trying to get them 
involved at a younger age.”

Still in its growing years, rugby in 
Canada has not yet been sanctioned as 
a professional sport as it has in other 
countries around the world.

So, as with any other privately-
funded sport, there are always dues to 
be paid out of  pocket, which could act 
as a deterrent to a young athlete looking 
to give the sport a try.

MacMillan said the Black Sheep 
Fund could be used for means such as 
coaching staff  hires, winter training, 
and even sending players to provincial 
and national events – all which play a 
role in player development.

“Those are the kind of  things that we 
take an initiative on, giving people the 
opportunity that they wouldn’t have 
otherwise.”

For more information on the fund, 
visit www.aurorabarbarians.com.

Rugby is a “growing culture” 
in Canada: Barb
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NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, 

but, if you want to be there when they do... 
ADVERTISE in THE AURORAN AT YOUR SERVICE DIRECTORY 

905-727-3300  Ext.102

AT  YOUR SERVICE
A directory of who does what in your community

AIRPORT LIMO

DENTAL

DRUM LESSONS

LANDSCAPING

PIANO LESSONSPAINTER

CREMATION

SKYLIGHTS

PROPANE AND APPLIANCES

WATERMOVING

Very competitive rates from $79.00

• FREE WATER TEST
        FINANCING 
        AVAILABLE

Call Today0% 

CLEANERS

WWW.MFCLANDSCAPING.COM

• interlock/pavers • natural stone
• decks/fences • flagstone
• retaining walls • bobcat services

Office: 905-859-1046
Cell: 416-676-6641

PIANO LESSONS 
IN YOUR HOME

Raymond Lorenz 
905.727.9659

All levels, 
for study 

or pleasure 

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

SKYLIGHTS LEAKING?

www.brightskylights.ca
Call Joe at any time  416-705-8635

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof - Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

GARAGE DOOR & ELECTRIC OPENERS

RENOVATIONS

E X P E R I E N C E D 
MEAT CUTTERS 
and LABOURERS 
wanted. Cutting and 
deboning poultry 
products an asset. 
Labourers, $11-$14/
hr. Butchers with 
minimum two years 
experience - $16/hr. 
Apply to Abate Pack-
ers Ltd by email at: 
jobs@abatepackers.
com or by fax: 519-
848-2793.       

helpUpaint
Quality Custom Work

ON TIME • ON BUDGET
416-606-4662
www.helpupaint.ca

CLASSIFIEDS

 

Deadline: Friday, 4 pm, week prior to publication.        
905-727-3300    Open: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

HELP WANTED

HEALTH/FITNESS

DaveG@motivatedstaffing.com
905-951-6300 Tel/Fax
866-274-7231 Toll Free

“Our Business Is People”

FULL/PART TIME POSITIONS
Production Supervisors - 
Metal Forming
Shipping Supervisor - 
strong Computer skills
Millwright - Bolton - $29.00 / hr.
Maintenance Mechanic - 
Afternoon Shift
MIG Welders - $15.35/h
Metal Fabricators
Junior Plumber
Forklift Operators
Mechanical Assemblers - 
$13.25/hr.
General Labour - Outside - $15/hr.
General Labour - Odd Days

• Resumes only, no phone calls
• Only qualified persons will be contacted

Help wanted 
for all de-
partments. Call 
Centra: 905-713-6666. 
24 Orchard Hts. 
Blvd. 

Advertise in 
THE 

AURORAN
CLASSIFIEDS 

905-727-3300

Landscape Co-ordinator

• excel, adobe, Autocad computer experience
• support estimating team in the tender process
• issue Purchase Order's/ schedule deliveries
• schedule all utility locates
• schedule and order materials for warranty work
• general office administration as required. 

Please apply by email to: 
charlie@brucewilsonlandscaping.com

We are looking for an experienced person  
with relevant landscape/construction experience:

From page 9

University degree in percussion, 
Jazz degree from Humber College, 

music educator with 
YRDSB for 20 years. 

DRUM LESSONS

Contact Paul @ 905 751 4408

Aurora Music Teacher 

NEED 
EXTRA 

MONEY?
Give us a call.

Potential employment 
after the holiday

• demonstrates quality work ethic
• commitment to support of staff professionally and personally 

• must be bondable • no evenings or weekends 
• competitive wages • kilometers paid 
• drivers and non-drivers needed 

647-333-7397

Tree removal and emergency shelter top costs for ice 
storm funding

By Brock Weir

Removal of  trees felled by last year’s 
pre-Christmas ice storm, and keeping 
warm those individuals affected by 
power outages are the key costs have 
been submitted by Aurora for damages 
to the Province of  Ontario. 

Aurora is claiming $293,809.91 
resulting from the storm.

One of  the highest impacts to the 
Town, however, will not be covered, and 
that is the replacement of  trees that 
were lost in the process.

“With limitations to what we can 
claim, I suspect it is going to be in 
the $100,000 range or less,” Mr. Elliott 
told Councillors on what the final 
claim might be. “At one point, we 
had included the cost of  replacement 
trees and that was pushing us closer 
to $280,000, but the replacement trees 
are very expensive and they are not 
covered, very clearly. It is just the cost 
of  removing and addressing public 
safety issues, removing fallen trees and 
debris from them, as well as warming 
centres and some other response costs.

“For the Town of  Aurora, it is focused 
primarily on the removal of  tree debris, 
fallen trees, cutting and stumping them, 
and getting them out – and the overtime 
that was involved.”

Mr. Elliott’s report hit Council 
agenda amid criticisms province-wide 
of  municipalities not stepping up 
where they should in filing their claims. 
He said the claims have been ongoing 
since Council first gave his department 
direction to proceed with applications 
in January.

Criteria were handed down from 
the Province the following month, and 
a number of  deadlines had to me met 
through the spring and summer. But, 
he added, there were challenges ahead.

Guidelines on applications were 
delayed from the Province, but other 
deadlines were met.

“Finance staff  are coordinating 
with the Town’s claim submission 
and have been in contact with both 
the Parks and IES Operations staff  
occasionally throughout the year as 
new updates occurred,” noted Mr. 
Elliott in his memo. “[After November 
20] staff  met with both groups to begin 
the arduous process of  pulling the 
required documentation [together for 
the claim]. Only incremental costs to 
the municipality of  our response to the 
ice storm and providing shelters will be 
eligible.

“There has been no indication how 
long the review, audit, approval and 
payment process will take, but it has 
been suggested it could take quite some 
time for all claims to be completely 
processed and paid.”

While Aurora did not follow some 
municipalities in declaring a state 
of  emergency following the 2013 Ice 
Storm, that does not preclude the Town 
for eligibility in the Ontario Disaster 
Relief  Assistance Program, concluded 
Mr. Elliott. 

“We have received confirmation 
our expression of  interest has been 
approved to the final claim process,” he 
said. 

LOSE WEIGHT, 
STOP SMOKING, 
Relax, Ease Anx-
iety, I prove Sleep 
with Hypnotherapy.  
Private sessions 
via Skype or in-per-
son in Bolton. 
Free Consultation. 
Refund Guaran-
tee. Call today:  
647-891-0777 www.
victry-nlp.com

foremost,” says Ms. Tyson of  what she 
would like to leave her Aurora audience 
feeling this month. “But, I would 
like to think it is an entertainment 
that generates some thought and 
some emotion. I just like people to be 
entertained by songs and stories that 
they feel have some relationship to 
themselves and their lives. I am really 
looking forward to working with the 
musicians and meeting the audience in 
Aurora.”

Music should generate 
thought and emotion: 
Tyson
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Join us for an informative morning and learn
how we can help your child succeed.

OPEN HOUSE  (JK to Grade 12)
Saturday, January 10, 2015  10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Special Introduction to our Primary Program (JK to Grade 3)
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 10:00 a.m
(Registration required)

Meet students, faculty and parents. Learn about our specialized 
programming, go on a personal tour of our historic campus and 
learn more about our extraordinary students and teachers. 

For more information, please contact our Admission Office at
905-895-1700 ext. 259 or admission@pickeringcollege.on.ca

Independent Co-educational Day and Boarding School
since 1842 | JK to University Preparatory

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket, ON, Canada
Visit us at www.pickeringcollege.on.ca

New Roads charts new path 
with Mazda purchase

By Brock Weir

When Michael Croxon founded the 
New Roads Automotive Group, his vision 
was to be “all things automotive in the 
Northern 905.”

By his own admission, it was a “pretty 
grandiose personal vision” but is now 
one step closer to reality.

This week, Newmarket’s Dave Wood 
Mazda came into the New Roads fold, a 
group which tends to the automotive needs 
of  customers in Aurora, Newmarket and 
northern Richmond Hill.

For Mr. Croxon, the acquisition is not 
only a way to build on the 30-year legacy 
Mr. Wood has built as an automotive 
dealer in York Region, but also an 
opportunity to “further deepen” the 
brand in the minds of  consumers in the 
northern 905.

”It is another outlet that we can use 
to immerse ourselves in the community, 
which is one of  our pillars,” says Mr. 
Croxon. “Adding Mazda to Subaru, Kia, 
General Motors and all the GM brands 
is a nice fit. This is our second Japanese 
nameplate. Subaru kind of  stands on 
its own in terms of  the customers and 
Mazda appeals to an entirely different 
clientele in my estimation.”

It was not always an easy road for 
Mazda, adds Croxon. When the company 
was under the Ford umbrella, it was 
essentially a “secondary brand” for the 
company, one which was “starved of  
investment for future product.” When it 
was eventually spun off  on its own before 
being brought back during the “Ford 
Crisis” years, Mazda brass took the 
opportunity to reassess themselves and 
re-evaluate who they wanted to be and 
how they wanted to serve the automotive 
market.

“The answer was being a very high 
quality, high performing Japanese 
automobile brand, but it has taken them 
a few years to find their stride,” he says. 
“If  you look at the product they have been 
coming out with of  late, from a design 
and technology standpoint, I think they 
are poised for a greater market share in 
the coming years. They have got some 

exciting new product coming out shortly, 
so our acquisition is well-timed from that 
perspective.”

The relationship between Croxon and 
Wood goes back a number of  years. The 
two men are partners in Newmarket 
Auto Body. Knowing Croxon was in 
“acquisition mode” to broaden the brand, 
Wood approached him to see if  he would 
be interested in jumping into Mazda and 
he jumped at the idea. 

“It is a very, very well-run dealership 
with a very loyal staff  and a very loyal 
customer base, and I think that speaks 
to Dave as an individual and as a leader,” 
says Croxon. “We have a pretty loyal 
customer base ourselves and we foster 
it through good old fashioned customer 
service and doing things we think are 
right by the customer in terms of  their 
experience, our showrooms and our 
service departments.

“It is an automobile, so we’re never 
perfect, and we acknowledge we’re never 
perfect, but it is how you react to those 
imperfections that set you apart from 
the competitors. Employee engagement 

leads to customer enthusiasm. Customer 
enthusiasm leads to performance in 
terms of  how we manage ourselves, 
whether that be financially, or customer 
satisfaction, and performance enables us 
to contribute back in the community. The 
whole thing just operates full circle.”

In addition to the acquisition of  Dave 
Wood Mazda, 2015 is set to be a year of  
further growth for New Roads with the 
opening of  a new facility for Richmond 

Hill Subaru, currently slated for May, 
and a renovation to their General Motors 
store in Newmarket beginning mid-
spring. These renovations will include 
16,000 square feet of  new space, including 
drive-thru lube lanes, tire centre, 
customer lounge, and a new showroom 
specially designed to house their Cadillac 
brand.

Plans are also underway for a new 
Subaru dealership in Newmarket in 2016.

COMING EVENTS
MONDAY, JANUARY 12

The Aurora Public Library hosts “Fishy Bedtime” 
from 6.30 – 7.30 p.m. Drop in for stories, songs, simple 
games and a fishy goodnight. Part of  APL’s Family 
Literacy Project. Ages 5 and under.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
The PROBUS Club of  Aurora will host its monthly 

meeting today at the Royal Canadian Legion (105 
Industrial Parkway North) from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. The 
guest speaker this month is a travel agent from Marlin 
Travel. For more information, call program chair Cliff  
White at 905-841-2421. New members are welcome. For 
more about membership, contact Gary Gilbert at 905-895-
2849 or join at the meeting.

* * * * 
A new support group for moms in York Region launches 

today at 9.15 a.m. at 6 Hawking Court, Newmarket. Offered 
by Michaela McDonnell, Transformational Success Coach 
and mother of  three, she is well aware of  the pressures 
faced by new mothers. Having suffered emotionally with 
depression and physically with illness when her children 
were small, she feels excited at the prospect of  opening 
this service to other moms looking for friendship, support 
and reliable techniques to enhance their experience of  
motherhood. The group will learn how to release stress 
and anxiety using state-of-the-art coaching techniques 
while learning how to use quick and easy visualizations, 
breathing techniques and meditations to create a better 
environment for mom and baby. For more information, 
call 289-231-4353.

MONDAY, JANUARY 19
The Aurora Public Library launches a new art 

exhibition today featuring the work of  Geri Adam. 

Working mainly with acrylic on canvas, Adam focuses on 
interpreting her response to nature and human character 
through form, colour and mood. Her work is sometimes 
impressionistic, more recently verging on abstraction. 
The exhibition runs in the Colleen Abbott Gallery 
through March 1.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
Join Janice Waugh, author of  The Solo Traveler’s 

Handbook, at the Aurora Public Library tonight for her 
presentation on travelling solo. Awaken your sense of  
adventure and reveal your resilience; discover yourself  
as you discover the world. An inspiring presentation with 
lots of  practical advice, which starts at 7 p.m. Free, but 
please call to reserve your seat at 905-727-9494 x.275.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24
The White Heather Pipes and Drums presents their 

annual Robbie Burns Dinner tonight with cocktails 
beginning at 5 p.m. and dinner served at 6 p.m. Enjoy 
an evening of  bagpipes, Scottish music and dancing. 
Enjoy haggis, roast beef, tatties and neeps, and Yorkshire 
pudding. Silent auction. Performance by the White 
Heather Pipes and Drums. Live music by Aurora’s 
own classic rock band Dalayne Drive. Tickets are $40 
per person and on sale now from the Royal Canadian 
Legion (105 Industrial Parkway North) or from any band 
members. For more information, email tomkatbrowne@
yahoo.ca.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27
Taoist Tai Chi will host the open house Cultivating 

the Spirit for Better Health today at 73 Industrial Parkway 
North, Unit 2B, today from 9.30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Come for 
tea and a demonstration and introduction to Taoist 
Tai Chi. Gentle turning and stretching movements are 

designed to improve circulation, contribute to better 
balance and posture, and increase strength and flexibility. 
The movements exercise the whole body and help relieve 
harmful stress and anxiety. Movements can be adapted 
for people with reduced mobility. For more information, 
call 905-836-1219 or visit www.taoist.org/newmarket.

* * * * 
The Canadian Federation of  University Women 

Aurora/Newmarket meets at the Royal Canadian Legion 
(105 Industrial Parkway North) at 7.15 p.m. Senior 
team member Gary Ryan will speak about innovation 
and expansion and other highlights at Southlake 
Regional Health Centre. All are welcome. For more 
information, call Judy Craig at 905-895-8713 or visit www.
cfuwauroranewmarket.com. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
The Toronto Welsh Male Voice Choir will play Trinity 

Anglican Church tonight in a concert benefiting Welcome 
Table. The concert gets underway at 7.30 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.welshchoir.ca. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24
The Canadian Federation of  University Women 

Aurora/Newmarket meets at the Royal Canadian Legion 
(105 Industrial Parkway North) at 7.15 p.m. Dr. Hans 
Martin, atmospheric physicist and local beekeeper will 
speak about bees, climate and the environment. Honey 
for sale! All are welcome. For more information, call Judy 
Craig at 905-895-8713 or visit www.cfuwauroranewmarket.
com. 

To submit your event send details in 100 words 
or less to letters@auroran.com with the subject line 
“Coming Events”.

Dave Wood and Michael Croxon
Auroran photo by David Falconer


