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BY BROCK WEIR

Two wheels, two 
organizations, one mission

Canada Day is Monday, and what 
better way to celebrate than to leave your 
car at home and explore your small corner 
of  the country.

Cycle Aurora, the annual initiative 
aimed to get Aurora residents out on their 

bikes to explore the community, launches 
July 1 with more than 45 challenges for 
participants to see more of  the Town and 
find new destinations for themselves and 
their families.

Registration for this free event closes 
Sunday, June 30, and is intended to “build 
a strong link between nature, trails as well 
as culture and art” through the earmarked 
destinations, according to Shelley Ware, 
Special Events Coordinator for the Town 

of  Aurora.
The destinations and missions have 

been developed by Ware and Jen Sault 
Turla, who first pitched Cycle Aurora at 
the height of  the global pandemic as a 
fun way for individuals and families to 
stay active and get outside in a safe and 
responsible way.

Since restrictions related to the 
pandemic have eased, the annual event 
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Cycle Aurora ready to take 
off this Canada Day
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Continued on page 13

Fundraising for Aurora Town Square 
has now exceeded $3.5 million of  its $5 
million goal, and members of  the public 
can now contribute to the downtown 
revitalization project.

The Town held a reception for new 
donors last week just days before the 
formally announcing the grand opening of  
Aurora Town Square on September 20.

NATIONAL INDIGENOUS HISTORY MONTH – June is National Indigenous History Month and Aurora marked the occasion on 
Saturday with a special event in Town Park. Led by storytelling from Traditional Anishinaabe Grandmother Kim Wheatley and music by the Dave Mowat Trio, 
the event included a story walk and other activities. For more, see Page 15.       Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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AMAZING custom 8,300 SF home on a private, 
picturesque lot with sensational landscaping! 
Features a chef’s kitchen, spacious principal 
rooms, stone and custom wood trim, 
luxurious primary bedroom with dual ensuites, 
and a stunning walk-out lower level to a pool 
and exterior oasis.

 AURORA SHOW STOPPER “STONE” 
BUNGALOW 1.77 ACRES WITH POOL!

$5,188,888

 

This stunning home offers over 6500 SF of 
living space, 6 bedrooms, and a backyard 
oasis with a saltwater pool. Enjoy soaring 
ceilings, hardwood floors, and a gourmet 
kitchen. With a heated shop, parking for 20 
vehicles, and a finished lower level, this home 
has it all!

6500 SF 5BR, LUXURIOUS CUSTOM
BUILT DREAM HOME, POOL, SHOP

$2,249,900

 

Beautifully updated townhome with inlaw 
potential! 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. Open 
concept, Hardwood Floors, Updated gourmet 
kitchen, Cozy fireplace, Spacious bedrooms, 
updated baths, finished walkout lower 
basement.

INQUIRE

TOWNHOUSE! IN-LAW POTENTIAL!
OPEN CONCEPT! HARDWOOD

457STJOHNSSIDEROADWEST.COM

Town Square Capital 
Campaign goes public 
as Grand Opening plans 
continue

CELEBRATING 
SCHOLARS

On Thursday, the 
Aurora Chamber of 
Commerce presented 
its Youth Skilled Trades 
and Manufacturing 
Scholarships to Aurora 
students Michael 
Quarcoopome and 
Maria Khomyakova. 
For more on the  
students’ achieve-
ments and goals,  
see Page 11. 

Auroran photo 
by Brock Weir



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 27, 2024Page  2

Visit york.ca/CircularMovement and complete the survey 
before Friday, July 21, 2024. 
Join the circular movement to waste less and save more! 

We are looking for feedback from business owners who operate in  
York Region that currently practice, conduct or promote circular economy 
initiatives. If this is you, we want to hear from you! 

Does your business donate, recover,
repair or repurpose items?

Tell us about it!

WASTE MANAGEMENT
1-866-665-6752 
york.ca/CircularMovement

Visiting the York Regional Forest is a great way to stay 
active, enjoy fresh air and connect with nature. 

York Region maintains four trails accessible to wheelchairs, strollers and 
other assistive devices. Accessible trails are wider, clear of large obstructions 
and graded for ease-of-movement for all visitors. Each trail ranges between 
1.5 to 2 kilometres and loops through a variety of landscapes.

York Regional Forest Accessible Trails

Everybody’s Forest

Scan here 
for more 
information.

FORESTRY
york.ca/YRF
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so much worry... so much time... 
so much to do!
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HAPPY CANADA DAY!HAPPY CANADA DAY!

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 

905.758.2486(cell).

                                         :H elen Huang                                   
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www.livingassistance.ca

BY BROCK WEIR
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Enjoy the journey
I’ll take care of the rest.

Contact me for an auto 
insurance quote today.
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905-727-6333

Combatting invasive species 
has been a costly operation for 
local governments and community 
organizations alike – and now, the 
Province of  Ontario will kick in 
$16 million over three years to help 
conservation authorities, Indigenous 
communities and municipalities in the 
fight.

The new funding was announced 
in Newmarket on Thursday by 
Graydon Smith, Minister of  Natural 
Resources, who was joined by 
MPPs Dawn Gallagher Murphy 
and Daisy Wai, Aurora Mayor Tom 
Mrakas, and representatives from the 
Invasive Species Centre and Nature 
Conservancy of  Canada.

Both organizations will administer 
the funding, designed to support an 
Ontario-wide plan to fight a range of  
invasive species, including phragmites, 
which has become a problem in 
wetlands across the Province.

“Invasive species are one of  
the main threats to biodiversity in 
Ontario,” said Minister Smith. “They 
put our native fish, plants, animals 
and their habitat at risk. Ontario 
has the highest number of  invasive 
species in Canada. Once established, 
these invasives can harm the natural 
environment and they threaten our 
economy. Impacts to agriculture, 
fisheries, forestry, healthcare, tourism 
and the recreation industry are 
estimated to be $3.6 billion each year 
in our Province.”

This newly-announced funding, he 
said, is an increase of  $12 million net 
new spending.

$11 million will be allocated for the 
Invasive Phragmites Control Fund 
with the balance going to the Invasive 
Species Action Fund, which provides 
grants to “manage” invasive species 
beyond phragmites.

“Today’s announcement is just 
part of  our government’s efforts to 

further prevent the introduction and 
the spread of  invasive species in the 
Province,” the Minister continued. 
“We recently added 10 new non-
native species and four groups of  
species under the act, we’re renewing 
the Ontario Invasive Species Strategic 
Plan, but we can’t fight invasives alone. 
Our partners are key to managing and 
stopping the spread of  invasive species 
in our Province. Organizations like the 
Invasive Species Centre, the Nature 
Conservancy of  Canada and the 
other members of  the Green Shovels 
Collaborative are at the forefront of  
our fight against invasives. I want 
to thank them for their dedication 
and hard work. I’d like to thank the 
organizations that support them in 
that work.”

York Region, he added, has been at 
the “forefront” of  the battle against 
invasive species for “many years,” 
and welcoming the announcement on 
behalf  of  York Regional Chair Wayne 
Emmerson was Mayor Mrakas, who 
said emerging invasive species pose 
a threat to “thousands of  plants and 
animals.”

“As York Region’s population 
continues to grow to an anticipated 
two million residents by 2051, 
managing and removing invasive 
species will become increasingly 
difficult and costly,” he said. “We know 
that invasive species can cause severe, 
costly and often permanent damage 
to important habitats, ecosystems 
and properties and can pose a health 
and safety risk to our residents. We 
have seen firsthand the significant 
damage invasive species have caused 
through the York Regional Forest 
as dog-strangling vine, Manitoba 
maple, garlic mustard and European 
Buckthorn are well established in our 
tracts.

“We work hard on the ground to 
manage invasive species, monitoring, 
pruning and even pulling plants 
by hand, and complement other 

infrastructure-related activities such 
as upgrading drinking water systems, 
regularly cleaning water intakes and 
removing and replacing hazardous 
trees on Regional property. We see 
the harsh effects towards our trees, 
wetlands, woodlands, grasslands, 
lakes, rivers and streams. These 
features are critical as they provide 
habitat for wildlife, clean the air 
and water, and prevent flooding…. 
Maintaining a healthy, sustainable 
environment is a top priority for York 
Regional Council and this is only 
possible when we work together and 
collaborate with senior governments 
and community partners.”

According to the Invasive Species 
Centre, the cost of  combatting 
invasive species is felt most on the 
community level, and in addition to 
the aforementioned invasive species, 
potential future threats such as oak 
wilt and spotted lantern fly are “on 
the horizon.”

“This is an important moment in 
time to protect our [environment 
and] prevent future economic and 
environmental losses,” said Colin 
Cassin, the Centre’s Policy Manager.  
“But we also have reason to be hopeful 
and optimistic. We are delighted 
with these new investments that are 

going to catalyze community-based 
local action all across the Province 
on invasive species. With this new 
investment in this year alone, we’re 
going to be able to support more 
than 80 community-based projects 
through the Invasive Species Action 
Fund happening all across the 
Province of  Ontario. We will be able 
to support more projects still through 
the invasive phragmites control fund 
this year. These projects are going to 
build on the dozens of  projects that 
have already been happening over the 
last four years thanks to the Ministry 
of  Natural Resources’ support that 
support community-based action 
through granting programs.”

Added Dana Kleniewski, the Nature 
Conservancy of  Canada’s Regional 
Vice President for Ontario: “We must 
care for our lands and the species 
they sustain. Phragmites has been 
recognized as Canada’s worst invasive 
plant species and one of  the most 
significant threats to great lakes coastal 
habitats. Like any species, phragmites 
does not respect property boundaries 
and that is why collaborative solutions 
are needed right across the landscape. 
This is ambitious work, it is urgently 
needed, and it cannot happen without 
collaboration.”

Province allocates $16 million to combat 
invasive species Ontario-wide

Funding was announced in Newmarket-Aurora by Ontario Minister of Natural Resources Graydon 
Smith, third from left, accompanied by MPPs Daisy Wai and Dawn Gallagher-Murphy, Parliamentary 
Assistant to the Minister, Mayor Tom Mrakas, who represented the Region of York at last week’s event, 
Colin Cassin of the Invasive Species Centre, and Dana Kleniewski of Nature Conservancy of Canada. 

Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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School’s out for summer and, for many 
kids across our communities, it’s a carefree 
time to make memories before academic 
reality once again appears on the horizon.

When I was a youngster, it often 
felt like just about anything could be 
accomplished during the summer break. 
Perhaps goal-setting at the time was a bit 
less ambitious than it is today; perhaps it’s 
because time appears to be going by at an 
ever-faster clip. These factors aside, at that 
age you knew you’d be set to return to the 
classroom in September with at least one 
fun thing to share in the fall when faced 
with that perennial question, “What did 
you do on your summer vacation?”

With two working parents, extended 
vacations while I was still in elementary 
school were almost invariably out of  the 
question. I was fortunate enough to be 
offered a week here and there at stay-
away camp, but this never materialized, 
the fault lying squarely at my feet. From 
a lack of  confidence, a muted enthusiasm 
when it came to the great outdoors at 
that snapshot in time, and even being at 
a point where I didn’t quite yet have my 
own sense of  self, I steadfastly refused to 
leave my “bubble” – and I regret it.

Thankfully, these aren’t earth-
shattering regrets, but they’re regrets 
nonetheless.

My parents, however, were not content 
to let me stay home for months on end. 
Day camps were the order of  the day, 
and, although I took to each of  them 
with varying degrees of  enthusiasm, they 
were great ways to spend the summer and 
make new memories.

Look, I was never going to be an 
athlete, despite my parents somehow 
thinking sending me to sports camps 
would have the same impact as French 
Immersion has on picking up another 
language, but they kept me moving, busy 
and having fun.

But, truth be told, if  it wasn’t for those 
rare days where we had field trips as close 
to home as a local recreation centre for 
an afternoon of  swimming or as far afield 
as a bus trip down to Toronto to soak in 
some culture, things would have been 
considerably more mind-numbing.

A walk-through of  CBC’s Toronto 
studios, for instance, opened many eyes 
wide to the possibilities of  a career in 
journalism, broadcasting or showbiz – all 
becoming more real if  you happened to 
bump into the likes of  Peter Mansbridge 
or members of  the late lamented Royal 
Canadian Air Farce going about their 
workday, never too busy to stop for a 
friendly hello.

A tour of  the Legislature drove home 
civic pride, a trip to Casa Loma was a 

memorable destination that instilled a 
bit of  Disney magic close to home, but 
as wonderful as those experiences were, 
one of  my favourite places to visit was 
invariably the Ontario Science Centre.

Science was never one of  my favourite 
subjects in the classroom, at least until 
high school, but in this environment, 
everything was just more comprehensive, 
engaging, and fun – all in a setting that 
was uniquely its own.

How unfortunate it is for kids who 
were looking forward to spending their 
holidays at day camps run out of  that 
iconic setting this sultry season that the 
Ontario Government made the decision 
last week to permanently shutter the 
Science Centre, citing structural concerns 
with portions of  the roof.

How unfortunate it is for parents as well 
who thought they had everything aligned 
for their kids for a brilliant summer of  fun 
and learning only to be left scrambling 
for alternatives at the eleventh hour. A 
full reimbursement of  their camp fees, I 
can imagine, was only the most minute of  
consolations.

In last week’s announcement, 
the Province said that the venerable 
landmark, which the Ford government 
had previously announced would be 
rebuilt on a portion of  the Ontario Place 
site, would only be safe for occupancy 
through to the middle of  the fall. This 
was reiterated by Ontario Infrastructure 
Minister Kinga Surma on Monday that 
it was “hoped” the Centre would remain 
open until the new one was built, but 
necessary repairs were too costly.

“The engineers were quite specific 
when we spoke to them that if  we were 
to do work on the roof, we should replace 
the roof  in its entirety and the building 
would have to be closed through that 
period of  time, two to five years, just for 
the roof  alone,” said Surma in a June 24 
press conference in comments relayed by 
CP24.

The same report noted a full roof  
replacement could run the Province 
between $22 million and $50 million, 

with the Province arguing it would have 
cost nearly $500 million to bring the 
entire building, infrastructure and all, 
back up to snuff.

But how could things have deteriorated 
to this point?

The Ontario Science Centre, on its 
present site, was Ontario’s gift to itself  to 
mark the Centennial of  Confederation, 
with construction finishing up just in time 
for 1967.

Its original tagline was, “Come see 
what would happen if  Albert Einstein 
and Walt Disney had gotten together” – 
a slogan with perennial relevance if  I’ve 
ever heard one.

One can only wonder what those two 
gentlemen would have thought seeing the 
slow decay of  a facility designed to marry 
their respective bailiwicks of  science and 
imagination. 

But decay it has, and despite a brief  
glimmer of  hope that it was here to stay 
when the Province announced the latest 
subway extension, the Ontario Line, 
would terminate at a stop aptly named 
for the Science Centre, there appears to 
be no turning back.

Litres of  ink could be spilled on 
speculation as to why now has been 
deemed the time to close the Ontario 
Science Centre, both politically and 
practically, but, in my view, it’s indicative 
of  the respect this Province has for its built 
heritage, particularly historic buildings 
that haven’t quite crossed the arbitrary 
timeline we seem to collectively measure 
the historic value of  such assets.

As I wrote last week, this needs to 
change across the country – and the 
decline and fall of  the Ontario Science 
Centre is just the latest example of  why.

In recent years, Canada Day has been 
as much of  a time for celebration as it has 
been for walking a path for reconciliation 
and addressing our collective history, both 
good and bad.

We’ve come a long way as a country 
and letting historic examples of  our 
ingenuity, thirst for knowledge, and drive 
to find harmony with the environment 
wither on the vine is best avoided.

Will a new Science Centre on the 
shores of  Lake Ontario continue to fulfil 
the mandate of  its now-predecessor? 
Only time will tell, but if  it is intended to 
be a catalyst for a revitalized waterfront, 
a renewed interest in science for potential 
scientists of  tomorrow, a showcase for the 
scientific and technological achievements 
this country has achieved through its 
nearly 157 years of  existence, and will 
continue to achieve for generations to 
come, one can only wish for its success 
and hope it is given the respect it deserves.

Mayor must show 
“unequivocal support” 
of  Marsh, says reader

Mayor Tom Mrakas wrote glowingly 
in last week’s Auroran of  learning and 
engaging with “fellow elected officials 
from across the country” at the FCM 
(Federation of  Canadian Municipalities) 
conference in Calgary.

He goes on to state, “we participated 
in numerous workshops and sessions that 
covered topics crucial to our community, 
such as sustainable urban development, 
affordable housing strategies, innovative 
infrastructure solutions, and revitalizing 
downtown areas.”

There is no mention by Mrakas to 
Aurora’s citizens of  the importance of  
preserving Aurora’s natural wetlands 
as a natural requirement of  balanced 
municipal planning. How can all the 
taxpayer dollars being used to revitalize 
Aurora’s downtown core be justified if  the 
development threats to McKenzie Marsh 
at Yonge Street and St. John’s Sideroad are 
ignored?

In Mrakas’ lengthy article, he speaks 
eloquently of  Aurora’s planning 
“priorities.” It is my feeling that the healthy 
preservation of  the McKenzie Marsh 
should be one of  them. When I stroll or 
bike past 65 St. John’s Sideroad, where a 
proposed 45-unit, three story complex 
is supposed to be squeezed, I encounter 
fluttering numbers of  red-winged 
blackbirds perched on a wide expanse of  
waving reeds.

Swans float regally on Atkinson Pond 
beside them, and geese and ducks and 
turtles scoot comfortably on the water 
under the St. John’s bridge. The pond 
covers a wide swath on both sides of  the 
bridge, vital to wildlife inhabiting the 
wetlands north right into Newmarket and 
southeast well past Sheppard’s Bush.

Although plans for this ill-conceived 
development have been rejected by 
Aurora Council, Medal Homes Inc. has 
appealed to the Ontario Land Tribunal to 
reverse this decision. Mayor Tom Mrakas 
must show his unequivocal support of  the 
Council vote to oppose this ruinous plan 
for the development of  Aurora’s vital 
marshlands.

Downtown improvement may be a 
laudable vision for Aurora, but so is the 
preservation of  one of  Aurora’s most 
prized and beloved natural resources . . . 
the environmental jewel of  our designated 
provincially significant McKenzie Marsh.

Corey Elizabeth Jackson
Aurora

The Quiet Immigrant Project, 
an inspiration from the Director 
& Curator Laura Libralato, is 
beginning a new rotating installation 
exhibit which pays tribute and 
tells the stories of  Italian women 
immigrating to Canada after WW2. 
The exhibit presents an opportunity 
to hold a dialogue about identity, 
community, education, legacy and 
culture.

Pier 21 served as an entry point for 
many of  the post WW2 immigrants 
and many of  the people searching 
for a new homeland were from Italy. 
During this post war era, Statistics 
Canada reports that approximately 
150,000 to 300,000 people each year 
left behind family, pets, dear friends, 
a sewing machine, cars, language, 
books, food, and bringing along 
their skills as couture seamstresses, 
hair stylists, teachers, and culinary 
connoisseurs to roll up their sleeves 
both figuratively and literally as they 
worked in construction, factories of  
spices, wool, uniforms and cookies, 

Reader enjoyed Quiet  
Immigrant Project

Continued on page 25
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As I stand in the Ballroom of  Hillary 
House National Historic Site, my attention 
focuses on a photograph in the new 
exhibition Aurora Through the Archives.

A group of  people are seated at tables 
and benches, surrounded by trees and 
looking at the camera. “Red Cross Tea 
Grounds. Inglehurst. Aurora, Ontario” 
is printed in the bottom corner. I wonder 
what these teas were like? I head downstairs 
to the office where I step into the time 
machine. I push a few buttons on the 
machine, and it whirls, sputters as the clock 
rewinds. After a few seconds, the machine 
powers down and I step out, adorned with 
a simple floor length white dress and wide-
brimmed hat, rather than my plain blouse 
and slacks. Much better, I think to myself.

I quickly sneak out of  Hillary House 
and onto Yonge Street. It is always a bit 
shocking to see the two-lane dirt road and 
large house across the street. Decorations 
and signs advertising the Girls’ Red Cross 
Auxiliary adorn the fence in front of  
Inglehurst, the Fleury family home. Good 
friends of  the Hillarys and founders of  the 
well-known Aurora Agricultural Works 
(later J. Fleury’s Sons), the Fleury family 
had the opulent house built in 1876 and 
had occupied it ever since. 

I slip in through the Inglehurst gate, 
and head toward the people gathering. 
“Thank you for coming and for your 
generous donation. Every bit helps!” I 
hear a woman on my right say, as she took 
an envelope from another attendee. “My 
pleasure. I know it’s for a good cause,” the 
woman answers. I spot Edith Hillary with 
baby Norman seated at a table across the 
lawn. I make my way over to her. “It’s so 
good of  you to offer Inglehurst up for these 
events, Herbert,” Edith casually says to 
the man beside her, while sipping from a 
beautifully decorated cup. “I’m just doing 
my bit,” Herbert Fleury replied in between 
bites of  a dessert. 

Many Canadians who remained on the 
home front during WW1 were involved 
with organizations like the Red Cross 
as a way to contribute to the war effort. 
Volunteers knitted socks, scarves, and 
sweaters, helped pack food parcels, and 
produce canned foods for soldiers and 
POWs overseas. The scale and duration 
of  the war meant an immense need 
for money to pay for humanitarian aid 
provided by the Red Cross, so fundraising 
events such as teas, auctions, concerts 
and plays, bake and craft sales, cookbook 
sales, and parades were among the more 
common ways Canadians raised money. 
This tea at Inglehurst was just one of  many 
activities Aurorans hosted from 1915-1918 
to contribute to the war effort.

I take in my surroundings. The tables 
were adorned with white tablecloths 
and flower centrepieces. Laughter and 
chatter filled the air. I could also use this 
trip as reconnaissance for the upcoming 
Victorian Garden Party at Hillary House 
on July 14, I think to myself. I observed the 
party for a little longer, before returning 
to my time machine. Arriving back to 
present-day Hillary House, I promptly 
went into our kitchen to count the number 
of  delicate teacups in preparation for our 
own upcoming event.

For more information on the upcoming 
Victorian Garden Party, visit the AHS 
website at www.aurorahs.com. 

THIS WEEK’S NEW POLL

Mayor
Tom Mrakas 
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is celebrating…

Should Aurora consider  
allowing higher buildings  

to address the housing crisis?

Canada’s
Birthday Town!

Time Travellers 
Diary

By Kathleen Vahey
Curator/Manager,

Aurora Historical Society

This week Council will look to ratify the 
recommendation that was approved at 
Committee of  the Whole, where Council 
approved the recommendation for:

• The demolition of  George Street 
School

• To begin the public consultation 
process for the design of  the park

• To proceed with the process to 
rezone the George Street property 
through a public planning process.

This passed with a 5 – 1 vote (Councillor 
Gaertner opposed and Councillor 
Gilliland was absent).

This recommendation will need to 
be ratified at Council at the end of  the 
month.

The vision, as per the draft conceptual 
drawing, includes the creation of  a new 
park for which public consultation will 
soon begin to gather input from the 
community. This will ensure that the park 
is tailored to the needs and preferences of  
local residents as well as the community at 

large. Key elements under consideration 
include playgrounds, green spaces, 
walking paths, and recreational facilities.

In addition to the park, the 
recommendation is to begin a public 
planning process. This public process 
will ensure that any changes to zoning 
regulations reflect community interests 
and promote balanced development.

The vision for the proposed housing 
will be designed to complement the 

park and surrounding neighbourhood, 
providing much-needed residential options 
while maintaining the area’s character.

Residents will have ample opportunity 
to provide feedback and contribute to 
discussions through the public planning 
process on how the site can best serve the 
community.

This approach is one that will provide 
much needed parkland in Ward 2 in a 
fiscally responsible way, as the Town will 
recoup some of  the costs associated with 
the purchase and the park’s development.

The vision for a new park and 
compatible housing development will 
enhance the community’s quality of  life 
and create a welcoming environment 
for current and future residents. Stay 
tuned for updates on the consultation 
and planning processes, as we shape the 
future of  George Street and our new 
park.

As always, if  you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact me by 
email tmrakas@aurora.ca or by 
phone 905-726-4746. I am here for you.

On June 9, 1969, the Town of Aurora Council approved a proclamation that 

established Aurora as Canada’s Birthday Town. At the time, July 1st celebra-

tions barely existed, and there wasn’t much fanfare. It wasn’t until the early 

1980s that the federal government began to encourage municipalities to 

celebrate July 1.  For the inaugural festivities, residents planned a two-day 

program of events that took place on June 30 and July 1. A new bylaw was 

also created – all stores must close on July 1st and failure meant a fine of up 

to $300. Want to know more? Scan the QR code to view our short film that 

tells the full story of how Aurora became Canada’s Birthday Town. Happy 

Birthday Canada! 

Time for Tea

Canada is my home. The 
Netherlands is my birthplace. I am 
an immigrant. Proud of  where I was 
born, proud to be a Canadian.

I did not take the journey to 
citizenship lightly. I believe I have 
a responsibility to ensure future 
generations have equal opportunities 
to advance in life. My journey as a 
politician is predicated on a simple 
belief  that each generation should 
provide a better outcome for the 
generation that follows. I believe in 
dignity, opportunity, and inclusion. I 
was taught the values of  hard work 
and the importance of  community. 
And I learned early on how charity 
can impact one’s life.

Our government’s programs 
supporting families, seniors and 
students and our commitment to 
the green economy are policies 
reflecting the dynamics of  today 
and the opportunities of  tomorrow. 
From mining critical minerals, to 
building batteries, cars, buses, and 
charging stations, Canadian workers 
are attracting investment and creating 
even better jobs and careers. We have 
invested heavily in the technology 
of  the future and are positioning 
ourselves to be leaders in the emerging 
green economy. These incentives will 
help Canadian businesses grow, create 
good, middle-class jobs, and help our 
communities prosper.

Shelter is one of  humanity’s most 
basic needs. We need to build more 
homes, faster. From concept to 
construction, we need to increase 
the pace of  homebuilding to get 
Canadians into homes that meet 
their needs at prices they can afford. 
And while it is true that immigration 
has contributed to the housing crisis, 
we cannot lose sight of  the fact that 
immigration is essential to our future 
well-being, one defined by an aging 
population.  Immigration has been 
instrumental in building Canada, and 
we must continue to welcome those 
who wish to contribute to building 
our nation.

Our path to greatness as a nation 
must be one built on inclusion, 
equity, and equality for all, with 
respect for our differences. I see a 
country willing to address the tragic 

relationships with First Nations, Inuit, 
and Metis people.  I see a country that 
recognizes the future will be defined 
by the strength of  our ethnic diversity, 
our compassion, and our collective 
imagination.

Helping millions of  Canadians 
access Dental Care

Oral health is an important part 
of  our overall health and well-being. 
That’s why, since December 2023, 
our government has been gradually 
rolling out the Canadian Dental Care 
Plan (CDCP) for eligible seniors. Since 
last month, eligible Canadians with 
a May start date have been able to 
access dental care through the CDCP.

All eligible seniors aged 65 and up 
are able to apply online. Starting June 
27, eligible individuals with a valid 
Disability Tax Credit certificate, as 
well as youth under 18, can apply for 
the CDCP through the online portal.

To qualify for the CDCP, you must:

• Not have access to dental 
insurance;

• Have an adjusted family net 
income of  less than $90,000;

• Be a Canadian resident for tax 
purposes; and

• Have filed your tax return in 
the previous year.

When booking an appointment 
before July 8, 2024, CDCP patients 
should ask their oral health provider if  
they are signed up to participate in the 
CDCP. If  you do not already have an 
oral health provider, you can consult 
Sun Life’s CDCP Provider Search 
to find a dentist, dental hygienist, 
denturist, or dental specialist in your 

community.
Starting July 8, CDCP patients 

will be able to see any oral health 
provider of  their choice, as long as 
the provider agrees to direct bill Sun 
Life for services provided under the 
plan. Providers will be able to direct 
bill Sun Life for services provided 
on a claim-by-claim basis, without 
formally signing up for the CDCP.

The CDCP is going to help make 
dental care more affordable for up to 
nine million Canadians who currently 
do not have coverage. Participating 
providers continue to support our 
collective efforts to ensure that as 
many Canadians as possible receive 
the oral health care services they need 
to stay healthy.

 Over 300 job opportunities 
available for youth in 
Newmarket-Aurora

A key pillar of  our government’s 
plan for youth is a focus on making 
life more affordable for young 
Canadians—because when young 
people have the support they need 
to thrive, they can contribute to 
the economy, build a better life for 
themselves, and play an active role 
in their communities. We’re restoring 
generational fairness by creating 
opportunities for young Canadians 
to get the skills they need. Canada 
Summer Jobs (CSJ) supports this 
strategy by helping young people to 
earn money over the summer, while 
gaining skills and experience.

Through CSJ, organizations and 
businesses in Newmarket-Aurora 
received over $1.2 million to create 
over 320 job opportunities for youth in 
our community. To learn more about 
these job opportunities, you can visit 
the Job Bank website or mobile app. 
New jobs will continue to be added 
until July 22, 2024.

Eligible participants must be:
• between 15 and 30 years of  age 

at the start of  employment;
• Canadian citizens, permanent 

residents, or persons under 
refugee protection;

•  legally entitled to work 
according to the relevant 

Tony Van Bynen, MP 
Newmarket - Aurora 

MP'S REPORT

Continued on page 10
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30YearsYears

PROUDLY SERVING PROUDLY SERVING 
THE GTA FOR OVERTHE GTA FOR OVER

CCUUSSTTOOMM  NEW KITCHENS NEW KITCHENS 
CABINET REFACINGCABINET REFACING
BATHROOMS • STONE COUNTERTOPSBATHROOMS • STONE COUNTERTOPS
BAR UNITS • CLOSETSBAR UNITS • CLOSETS

SAVESAVE 
TheTAX 1313%%

PROMO

BY BROCK WEIR

THE PERFECT PLACE TO MAKE A SPLASH - 24 DELAYNE DR, AURORA

Jump in. The water’s great. Nestled on a quiet ravine lot in northwest Aurora, this beautifully renovated, 4 bdrm home with in-ground salt-water pool is ready for 
you to host your summer pool party. Backing onto walking trails near St. Andrew’s College this family home features a gourmet kitchen, over-sized granite island w/ bar 
fridge, custom coffee bar, family room with fire place and barn doors, elegant dining room, spa-like ensuite, gym, steam shower, large deck for summer entertaining, 
built-in speakers & security cameras. Contact Mary Beth to view it today. 416-417-0744 MLS® N8443758

Mary Beth Kelly 
REALTOR®

416-417-0744
marybethkelly@rogers.com

www.mbk.ca

$1,795,000

EST. 1972

905-727-3210

PB S

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Plumbing Service

Award-winning country artist 
Leah Daniels will take over the Town 
Park band shell as Aurora kicks off  
the popular Concerts in the Park 
Summer series.

Fresh from CMT Fest and Boots & 
Hearts, the Uxbridge-raised Daniels 
is set to bring a blend of  original 
music and homages to the stage as the 
Magna Hoedown mainstay prepares 
for something of  a homecoming.

“It’s so exciting because it means 
that I will probably recognize some 
faces in the crowd,” says Daniels 
with a laugh. “I love the part where 
I get to see old friends from school, 
or a teacher who will come out, and 
it’s super-special to be able to have 
my family and friends [there]. It’s a 
great feeling.”

Also adding to the great feeling is 
a chance to share music which has a 
very special place in her heart.

“Performing is my favourite thing; 
I love writing, I love recording, but 
to be on stage is my favourite part,” 
she says. “They are all songs that I 
love – I love songs with energy, songs 
I can dance to, and I try to think, 
how can I take the audience on a 

musical journey?”
Daniels’ love of  music began in 

school choirs. From there, she fuelled 
this passion on the stage through 
musical theatre, but it wasn’t too 
long before she honed in on her love 
for song writing, influenced by such 
favourite artists as Shania Twain, 
Sheryl Crow, and Sarah McLachlan.

“I remember reading those artists 
wrote their own songs and I thought, 
maybe I can do that, too. I started 
to write my own songs and form my 
first band in high school. My music 
back then was more pop-rock, but as 
I started writing more, I realized my 
music was shifting to sounding a bit 
more like country. People were saying, 
‘That could be a country song?’ and 
I thought, ‘Really?’ Then I thought, 
at the heart of  country music is the 
lyrics and the storytelling. I think I 
love that part of  being able to share 
my life through my songs. The highs 
and lows, the heartbreak, the happy 
times, the adventures that I have and 
expressing that through music. 

“My music was inspired by my life, 
but also my different interests across 
generations. I had an uncle that was 
really into classic rock when I was 
younger and, of  course, he would 

always come over and say, ‘Leah, 
you need to sing this AC/DC song!’ 
or Led Zeppelin and that kind of  
crept in at times. 

“A friend of  mine introduced me 
to song writer Sam Ellis when I just 
finished high school. He was writing 
primarily in the country genre, and 
when I met him things just clicked. 
He was my first producer who did 
my first album and I think that 
really took my career into more of  
the country genre. It just felt right, 
it felt like home.”

Next week’s program will be a 
blend of  original works, as well 
as tributes to singers who have 
influenced her along the way, not just 
Twain, Crow and McLachlan, but 
also John Denver, Chris Stapleton, 
Hank Snow, Bryan Adams, Bon Jovi 

and more.
“I hope [the audience] will leave 

with an appreciation for country 
music, and that I have been able 
to include people no matter their 
background, no matter what their 
technical musical preferences are,” 
she says. “I hope they will find 
something to enjoy in myself  and 
maybe even become a country fan if  
they weren’t before!”

Aurora’s Concerts in the Park 
summer series takes place each 
Wednesday night at Town Park 
beginning July 3 and running 
through August 28 from 7 – 9 p.m.

Admission is free but 
donations to the Aurora 
Food Pantry are encouraged. 
For a complete lineup, visit aurora.
ca/summerconcerts.

Award-winning country artist Leah Daniels 
to kick-off Concerts in the Park

        Leah Daniels                   Photo by Francesca Ludikar
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289.319.1060      17415 Yonge Street, Newmarket      nrsubaru.ca

Subaru NewmarketSubaru Newmarket

ALL-NEW 
2025 FORESTER

Call 289-319-1060 to book a showing 
or drop by NewRoads Subaru Newmarket. 
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Independent Living | Respite Stays

Book a Tour Today
Call (905) 770-4704
70 Bernard Avenue, Richmond Hill
RichmondHillRetirement.com

Happy Canada Day 
from Richmond Hill 
Retirement Residence

lenard lind, broker of record

ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

lenard@lindrealty.ca

15105 Yonge Street, suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3 
(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

www.lindrealty.ca
ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

“Happy 
Canada Day”
From The Lind Realty Team Inc.

Based on gross, closed and collected earnings; 2021. Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another brokerage. 

Real Estate Agent

Wishing you a very Happy

 CANADA DAY

www.TatianaRolinsky.ca
TatianaRolinsky@gmail.com

905.727.8473
17 Industrial Pkwy. S. www.AuroraTire.ca

CANADA  DAYCANADA  DAY
“We’ll keep you cr

uisin’ 

   all year!”

H A P P YH A P P Y

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative - Royal LePage

416.618.1714  Enjoy!

Sending warm wishesSending warm wishes
to you on this day!to you on this day!

Happy  Happy  
Canada DayCanada Day

 
Wishing you the very best this

SoldOnCOWEN.com   905-727-1941

Andrew Cowen                               Susan Cowen

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus  905-727-9444    www.highlandgm.com

from all  
of us at 
Highland

BasketballBasketball
York Region’s largest basketball organization for girls & boys. Over 2000+ players & over 175+ coaches.
One of the fastest growing basketball leagues in Ontario. Over 150+ teams in Newmarket, Aurora, Keswick, East Gwillimbury & Bradford.

FALL, WINTER, SPRING AND SUMMER PROGRAMS
Register online at  www.iembasketball.com
905-836-6195 info@iembasketball.com

297 Wellington St E, Aurora | 905 727-1191
www.meridiancu.ca

Have a safe & happy 
CANADA DAY

™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. 

...from everyone 
at the CYGHA. 

We are proud Canadian
female hockey players  

representing York Region 
in Canada.

Happy Canada DayHappy Canada Day

CENTRAL YORK GIRLS HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
905-727-0269 | info@cygha.com | 14845 Yonge Street, Unit 6 Box 130, Aurora  
Office Location: 2nd floor of the Aurora Community Centre
CYGHA.COM | CENTRALYORKPANTHERS.COM

Registration 
closes 

July 31ST

Canada Day!

January-April, 2021 • Individual | Residential

CANADA-WIDE#1 Top Producer at Aurora/Newmarket branch 
of Re/Max Hallmark Realty 2023

Offi ce 905-727-1941 
Cell 647-609-2744

lwhicher@rogers.com

Integrity in Real Estate

Leslie Whicher, J.D.

HAPPY

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Milton HartMilton HartMarcel GeryMarcel Gery

From the 2024 Class of Inductees,  From the 2024 Class of Inductees,  
Honoured Members, and our fantastic  Honoured Members, and our fantastic  

Volunteers, enjoy the celebrations!Volunteers, enjoy the celebrations!

Sandy TownsendSandy Townsend Grace WongGrace Wong

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Chartered Professional Accountant / Partners in Your Business
BRIAN ROBERTS CPA, CGA, LPA

... from  
The Rober ts  

team!

AURORA TRANSIT AUTO GLASSAURORA TRANSIT AUTO GLASS
WWW.AURORATRANSITAUTOGLASS.COM

11 ALLAURA BLVD #10   905-713-6420  | 1-888-728-4778

Canada 
Day”

“Wishing you a safe  
and happy

Canada 
Day”

“Wishing you a safe  
and happy

Are You Caring  
for An Older  
LovedOne?
so much worry... so much time...  
so much to do!

We can help you at an affordable cost!

HAPPY

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 

905.758.2486(cell).

           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca

www.livingassistance.ca

Neophytou 
Realtor  905-251-8130

Paul
Realtor

Avraam Neophytou 
HelenHelen

(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES
Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Helen@HelenandPaulHomes.com | Paul@HelenandPaulHomes.com 

Canada Day!Canada Day!Happy

For Insider Tips Visit: 
helenandpaulhomes.com  

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

Canada Day!Canada Day!HAPPY
2024 RAV4

Take Away Catering Dine In Delivery

297 Wellington St E #6, Aurora, ON L4G 6K9

6669-727 )509( 1+ 
Take Away Catering Dine In Delivery

297 Wellington St E #6, Aurora, ON L4G 6K9

6669-727 )509( 1+ 
905-727-9666

Take Away Catering Dine In Delivery

297 Wellington St E #6, Aurora, ON L4G 6K9

6669-727 )509( 1+ 

For Insider Tips Visit: 
helenandpaulhomes.com  

Neophytou 
Realtor  905-251-8130

Paul
Realtor

Avraam Neophytou 
HelenHelen

(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES
Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Call Direct: 416-587-3415  Helen@HelenandPaulHomes.com | Paul@HelenandPaulHomes.com

Canada Canada 
Day!Day!HHaappppyy

Julianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Time2Buy-Sell.com
416-418-6683 Direct

Happy  
CCaannaaddaa  DDaayy

Everyone!

...from everyone 
at the CYGHA. 

We are proud Canadian
female hockey players  

representing York Region 
in Canada.

Happy Canada DayHappy Canada Day

CENTRAL YORK GIRLS HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
905-727-0269 | info@cygha.com | 14845 Yonge Street, Unit 6 Box 130, Aurora  
Office Location: 2nd floor of the Aurora Community Centre
CYGHA.COM | CENTRALYORKPANTHERS.COM

Registration 
closes 

July 15th

297 Wellington St E, Aurora | 905 727-1191
www.meridiancu.ca

Have a safe & happy 
CANADA DAY

™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. 

OPEN: Monday - Friday 10am – 6pm, Saturday 10am - 5pm Sunday CLOSED 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

Light up Canada Day 
with1,000s of lighting ideas!

www.sparklepharmacy.com 905-727-2322

TO-GO-POUCHES

Personalized medication
packages organized by date and

time, securely sealed in individual 
easy-to-open portable pouches.

S p a r k l e  P h a r m a c y
1 2 1 - 1 4 8 0 0  Y o n g e  S t r e e t ,  A u r o r a

 

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Partners in Your Business

Happy  
CANADA

DAY

(416) 725-5664

Ask me about Coldwell Banker Buyer/Seller Ultimate Service

Trusted for Service, Respected for Results!

Wishing you a  
very happy

Ramin Nickpor, Realtor

Earning Your Business with Integrity & Professionalism

RAFFAELLA DHINGRA
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

416-558-7600
rdhingra@royallepage.ca 

www.dealwithdhingra.com

THINKING OF 
SELLING 
YOUR HOME 
IN THE SPRING? 
START YOUR  
DECLUTTERING
PROCESS NOW!

Don’t fall into the  
“well-it-might-come-in-
useful-one-day” trap... 

9 0 5 ·731 ·2 0 0 0

Servicing York Region Area

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

416 558-7600
rdhingra@royallepage.ca

www.dealwithdhingra.com
Servicing York region Area

Earning Your Business With Integrity & Professionalism

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

RAFFAELLA DHINGRARAFFAELLA DHINGRA
Raffaella

www.auroratoyota.ca 669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA   
(905) 727-1948 | 1-866-979-3635

Canada Day

Wishing you and your family a 

CanadaHAPPY

DAY We look forward
to seeing you.

from all of us at...
Canada Day Happy

905.841.CARE (2273) 
91 First Commerce Drive, AURORA

905.727.4751
289 WELLINGTON STREET EAST, L4G 6H6, AURORA

AURORA

Monday to Friday 8:00 - 6:00pm
Saturday 8:00 - 5:00pm    
Sunday 10:00 - 4:00pm

905.727.4751 | 289 Wellington Street East  L4G 6H6  Aurora

HAPPY CANADA DAY 

from our Family at Aurora Home Hardware

ONLINE AND IN-CLASS
EDUCATION WITH A DIFFERENCE

For CHILDREN aged 5-13 years | 647 558 2608 | aurora@ucmas.ca

Abacus 
Math

KIDS
Love 

Canada! Happy Canada Day Everyone!

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative - Royal LePage

416.618.1714  Enjoy!

Sending warm wishesSending warm wishes
to you on this day!to you on this day!

Happy  Happy  
Canada DayCanada Day

www.hyundaiofaurora.ca905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora
905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora

OF AURORA.CA

Let’s Celebrate!
HAVE A SAFE & HAPPY

lenard lind, broker of record

ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

lenard@lindrealty.ca

15105 Yonge Street, suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3 
(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

www.lindrealty.ca
ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

“Happy 
Canada Day”

from the 
Lenard Lind Team

               Canada’s Birthday Town!                       
From Aurora’s Local Businesses

CANADA DAY 
Celebrate this

with 

Aurora: 905-726-1241- 19-305 Industrial Pkwy S. 
Newmarket: 905-836-4939 28-17665 Leslie St  
Stouffville: 905-640-6082 - 1-30 Innovator Ave

CIRCUS  
PERFORMERS 

July 10 to 14, 9-12PM

ENCHANTED ENCAMPO
A half day of dance  
crafts and games.  
Ages 3-6 years;  

July 10th - 14th, 1-4pm

DANCING TEDDIES 
9-12pm,  

August 14 - 18

PIRATES & PRINCESSES 
MUNCHKIN  

MOVEMENT CAMP
August 14 to August 18,  

1-4pm

Teaching Families to Dance  
& Building Careers Since 1986!

SUMMER CAMP

Automotive Professionals • Sales & Service
15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus  905-727-9444    www.highlandgm.com

Happy Canada Day         
        from all of us at Highland

At 109 years old, the memories 
of the 1914 Chevrolet Royal Mail 
roadster are still alive and well. This 
spirited and affordable 4-cylinder 
vehicle, adorned with Chevrolet’s 
brand new bowtie emblem, was 
a favorite among young buyers. 
The $750 series H “Royal Mail” 
roadster was a proud addition to 
the Chevrolet family and remains a 
cherished part of automotive history.

 ftil @aurorashofFollow us

330 McClellan Way, Unit 5   |  auroramusicacademy.ca   
info@auroramusicacademy.ca   |  905.900.0094

with Musicwith Music

Celebrate Celebrate 
CANADA 

DAY 

Smiles are FREE at the Aurora Music Academy!

THE AURORAN CANADA DAY Celebration of local businesses THE AURORAN CANADA DAY Celebration of local businesses

AuroraAurora
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Independent Living | Respite Stays

Book a Tour Today
Call (905) 770-4704
70 Bernard Avenue, Richmond Hill
RichmondHillRetirement.com

Happy Canada Day 
from Richmond Hill 
Retirement Residence

lenard lind, broker of record

ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

lenard@lindrealty.ca

15105 Yonge Street, suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3 
(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

www.lindrealty.ca
ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

“Happy 
Canada Day”
From The Lind Realty Team Inc.

Based on gross, closed and collected earnings; 2021. Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another brokerage. 

Real Estate Agent

Wishing you a very Happy

 CANADA DAY

www.TatianaRolinsky.ca
TatianaRolinsky@gmail.com

905.727.8473
17 Industrial Pkwy. S. www.AuroraTire.ca

CANADA  DAYCANADA  DAY
“We’ll keep you cr

uisin’ 

   all year!”

H A P P YH A P P Y

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative - Royal LePage

416.618.1714  Enjoy!

Sending warm wishesSending warm wishes
to you on this day!to you on this day!

Happy  Happy  
Canada DayCanada Day

 
Wishing you the very best this

SoldOnCOWEN.com   905-727-1941

Andrew Cowen                               Susan Cowen

15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus  905-727-9444    www.highlandgm.com

from all  
of us at 
Highland

BasketballBasketball
York Region’s largest basketball organization for girls & boys. Over 2000+ players & over 175+ coaches.
One of the fastest growing basketball leagues in Ontario. Over 150+ teams in Newmarket, Aurora, Keswick, East Gwillimbury & Bradford.

FALL, WINTER, SPRING AND SUMMER PROGRAMS
Register online at  www.iembasketball.com
905-836-6195 info@iembasketball.com

297 Wellington St E, Aurora | 905 727-1191
www.meridiancu.ca

Have a safe & happy 
CANADA DAY

™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. 

...from everyone 
at the CYGHA. 

We are proud Canadian
female hockey players  

representing York Region 
in Canada.

Happy Canada DayHappy Canada Day

CENTRAL YORK GIRLS HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
905-727-0269 | info@cygha.com | 14845 Yonge Street, Unit 6 Box 130, Aurora  
Office Location: 2nd floor of the Aurora Community Centre
CYGHA.COM | CENTRALYORKPANTHERS.COM

Registration 
closes 

July 31ST

Canada Day!

January-April, 2021 • Individual | Residential

CANADA-WIDE#1 Top Producer at Aurora/Newmarket branch 
of Re/Max Hallmark Realty 2023

Offi ce 905-727-1941 
Cell 647-609-2744

lwhicher@rogers.com

Integrity in Real Estate

Leslie Whicher, J.D.

HAPPY

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Milton HartMilton HartMarcel GeryMarcel Gery

From the 2024 Class of Inductees,  From the 2024 Class of Inductees,  
Honoured Members, and our fantastic  Honoured Members, and our fantastic  

Volunteers, enjoy the celebrations!Volunteers, enjoy the celebrations!

Sandy TownsendSandy Townsend Grace WongGrace Wong

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Chartered Professional Accountant / Partners in Your Business
BRIAN ROBERTS CPA, CGA, LPA

... from  
The Rober ts  

team!

AURORA TRANSIT AUTO GLASSAURORA TRANSIT AUTO GLASS
WWW.AURORATRANSITAUTOGLASS.COM

11 ALLAURA BLVD #10   905-713-6420  | 1-888-728-4778

Canada 
Day”

“Wishing you a safe  
and happy

Canada 
Day”

“Wishing you a safe  
and happy

Are You Caring  
for An Older  
LovedOne?
so much worry... so much time...  
so much to do!

We can help you at an affordable cost!

HAPPY

Contact Brian Porter, Director, for advice 

905.758.2486(cell).

           : 416.880.6889 h.huang@laservices.ca

www.livingassistance.ca

Neophytou 
Realtor  905-251-8130

Paul
Realtor

Avraam Neophytou 
HelenHelen

(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES
Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Call Direct: 416-587-3415
Helen@HelenandPaulHomes.com | Paul@HelenandPaulHomes.com 

Canada Day!Canada Day!Happy

For Insider Tips Visit: 
helenandpaulhomes.com  

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA
(905) 727-1948 1-866-979-3635

www.auroratoyota.ca

Canada Day!Canada Day!HAPPY
2024 RAV4

Take Away Catering Dine In Delivery

297 Wellington St E #6, Aurora, ON L4G 6K9

6669-727 )509( 1+ 
Take Away Catering Dine In Delivery

297 Wellington St E #6, Aurora, ON L4G 6K9

6669-727 )509( 1+ 
905-727-9666

Take Away Catering Dine In Delivery

297 Wellington St E #6, Aurora, ON L4G 6K9

6669-727 )509( 1+ 

For Insider Tips Visit: 
helenandpaulhomes.com  

Neophytou 
Realtor  905-251-8130

Paul
Realtor

Avraam Neophytou 
HelenHelen

(ELENA) AVRAAM-NEOPHYTOU, SRES
Sales Representative

Office:  416.751.6533
Mobile: 416.587.3415
HelenAvraamNeo@royallepage.ca
www.helenavraamneo.com

Each office independently 
owned and operated

ROYAL LEPAGE CONNECT REALTY, BROKERAGE  

Call Direct: 416-587-3415  Helen@HelenandPaulHomes.com | Paul@HelenandPaulHomes.com

Canada Canada 
Day!Day!HHaappppyy

Julianne Boileau

HALLMARK YORK GROUP REALTY LTD.

Time2Buy-Sell.com
416-418-6683 Direct

Happy  
CCaannaaddaa  DDaayy

Everyone!

...from everyone 
at the CYGHA. 

We are proud Canadian
female hockey players  

representing York Region 
in Canada.

Happy Canada DayHappy Canada Day

CENTRAL YORK GIRLS HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
905-727-0269 | info@cygha.com | 14845 Yonge Street, Unit 6 Box 130, Aurora  
Office Location: 2nd floor of the Aurora Community Centre
CYGHA.COM | CENTRALYORKPANTHERS.COM

Registration 
closes 

July 15th

297 Wellington St E, Aurora | 905 727-1191
www.meridiancu.ca

Have a safe & happy 
CANADA DAY

™Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. 

OPEN: Monday - Friday 10am – 6pm, Saturday 10am - 5pm Sunday CLOSED 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora | 905-727-7347 | www.thelightspot.ca

Mon - Fri - 10 - 6
Sat 10 - 5  | Sun 12 - 4

HOURS

All major credit cards accepted 
15570 Yonge Street Aurora, On

(905) 727-7347

with 1000’s of styles to choose from!

 

LIGHTING
of
IDEAS

AURORA’S #1 LIGHTING STORE

Light up Canada Day 
with1,000s of lighting ideas!

www.sparklepharmacy.com 905-727-2322

TO-GO-POUCHES

Personalized medication
packages organized by date and

time, securely sealed in individual 
easy-to-open portable pouches.

S p a r k l e  P h a r m a c y
1 2 1 - 1 4 8 0 0  Y o n g e  S t r e e t ,  A u r o r a

 

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Partners in Your Business

Happy  
CANADA

DAY

(416) 725-5664

Ask me about Coldwell Banker Buyer/Seller Ultimate Service

Trusted for Service, Respected for Results!

Wishing you a  
very happy

Ramin Nickpor, Realtor

Earning Your Business with Integrity & Professionalism

RAFFAELLA DHINGRA
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

416-558-7600
rdhingra@royallepage.ca 

www.dealwithdhingra.com

THINKING OF 
SELLING 
YOUR HOME 
IN THE SPRING? 
START YOUR  
DECLUTTERING
PROCESS NOW!

Don’t fall into the  
“well-it-might-come-in-
useful-one-day” trap... 

9 0 5 ·731 ·2 0 0 0

Servicing York Region Area

S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

416 558-7600
rdhingra@royallepage.ca

www.dealwithdhingra.com
Servicing York region Area

Earning Your Business With Integrity & Professionalism

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

RAFFAELLA DHINGRARAFFAELLA DHINGRA
Raffaella

www.auroratoyota.ca 669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA   
(905) 727-1948 | 1-866-979-3635

Canada Day

Wishing you and your family a 

CanadaHAPPY

DAY We look forward
to seeing you.

from all of us at...
Canada Day Happy

905.841.CARE (2273) 
91 First Commerce Drive, AURORA

905.727.4751
289 WELLINGTON STREET EAST, L4G 6H6, AURORA

AURORA

Monday to Friday 8:00 - 6:00pm
Saturday 8:00 - 5:00pm    
Sunday 10:00 - 4:00pm

905.727.4751 | 289 Wellington Street East  L4G 6H6  Aurora

HAPPY CANADA DAY 

from our Family at Aurora Home Hardware

ONLINE AND IN-CLASS
EDUCATION WITH A DIFFERENCE

For CHILDREN aged 5-13 years | 647 558 2608 | aurora@ucmas.ca

Abacus 
Math

KIDS
Love 

Canada! Happy Canada Day Everyone!

Monica Stohr
Sales Representative - Royal LePage

416.618.1714  Enjoy!

Sending warm wishesSending warm wishes
to you on this day!to you on this day!

Happy  Happy  
Canada DayCanada Day

www.hyundaiofaurora.ca905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora
905-841-8190 • 1-888-280-0768 
305 Wellington St. East, Aurora

OF AURORA.CA

Let’s Celebrate!
HAVE A SAFE & HAPPY

lenard lind, broker of record

ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

lenard@lindrealty.ca

15105 Yonge Street, suite 100, aurora, on l4g 1m3 
(2 Blocks south of Wellington on the East Side)

www.lindrealty.ca
ONTARIO’S ONLY... ISO 9001 REGISTERED
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE COMPANY

“Happy 
Canada Day”

from the 
Lenard Lind Team

               Canada’s Birthday Town!                       
From Aurora’s Local Businesses

CANADA DAY 
Celebrate this

with 

Aurora: 905-726-1241- 19-305 Industrial Pkwy S. 
Newmarket: 905-836-4939 28-17665 Leslie St  
Stouffville: 905-640-6082 - 1-30 Innovator Ave

CIRCUS  
PERFORMERS 

July 10 to 14, 9-12PM

ENCHANTED ENCAMPO
A half day of dance  
crafts and games.  
Ages 3-6 years;  

July 10th - 14th, 1-4pm

DANCING TEDDIES 
9-12pm,  

August 14 - 18

PIRATES & PRINCESSES 
MUNCHKIN  

MOVEMENT CAMP
August 14 to August 18,  

1-4pm

Teaching Families to Dance  
& Building Careers Since 1986!

SUMMER CAMP

Automotive Professionals • Sales & Service
15783 Yonge St., Aurora Auto Campus  905-727-9444    www.highlandgm.com

Happy Canada Day         
        from all of us at Highland

At 109 years old, the memories 
of the 1914 Chevrolet Royal Mail 
roadster are still alive and well. This 
spirited and affordable 4-cylinder 
vehicle, adorned with Chevrolet’s 
brand new bowtie emblem, was 
a favorite among young buyers. 
The $750 series H “Royal Mail” 
roadster was a proud addition to 
the Chevrolet family and remains a 
cherished part of automotive history.

 ftil @aurorashofFollow us

330 McClellan Way, Unit 5   |  auroramusicacademy.ca   
info@auroramusicacademy.ca   |  905.900.0094

with Musicwith Music

Celebrate Celebrate 
CANADA 

DAY 

Smiles are FREE at the Aurora Music Academy!

THE AURORAN CANADA DAY Celebration of local businesses THE AURORAN CANADA DAY Celebration of local businesses

AuroraAurora
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TONY
Van Bynen
Member of Parliament Newmarket-Aurora

Constituency Office: 905-953-7515 • email: Tony.VanBynen@parl.gc.ca • website: vanbynen.ca

“As we celebrate Canada Day

and reflect on our past,

and the possibilities for the future,

let us do so with love,  

compassion and understanding.

Let us embrace diversity, value culture,  

celebrate our differences and respect the  

vast mosaic that is Canada.”

Happy Canada Day

MICHAEL PARSA, MPP
Aurora–Oak Ridges–Richmond Hill

CANADA DAY!
Wishing you and yours a happy and safe

13085 Yonge Street, Suite 201, Richmond Hill, ON L4E 3S8
905-773-6250 • michael.parsaco@pc.ola.org

Aurora!Aurora!
from your members of parliament

provincial/territorial legislation 
and regulations.

CSJ prioritizes projects that 
support youth who face barriers to 
employment. This includes youth with 
disabilities, Indigenous youth, as well 
as Black and other racialized youth. 
By providing all young people with 
equitable opportunities to develop 
their skills, CSJ can help them to 
succeed in the job market. 

Summer 2024
I look forward to being in the 

community over the next two months 
before a return to Ottawa. I relish 
the opportunity to engage in healthy, 
respectful discussions, acknowledging 
the diverse opinions we have here and 
across the nation.  I hope your summer 
is relaxing and filled with family time.  
May you be safe and healthy and may 
your adventures be enjoyable.

If  you are seeking information or require 
assistance with Federal programs and 
services, please reach out to my team by 
e-mail at Tony.VanBynen@parl.gc.ca or by 
calling 905-953-7515.

MP'S REPORT
From page 5



    THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 27, 2024      Page 11

BY BROCK WEIR

Luxury, Location , Lifestyle

SALES CENTRE: 18 DOCTORS LANE,
KING CITY, ON

REGISTER NOW ~ KINGHEIGHTS.CA
437-882-5464

KING HEIGHTS BOUTIQUE CONDO ACCESS TO ALL LEVELS OF EDUCATION

STUNNING PARKS, TRAILS, AND RECREATION

CONTACT:
Vivian Risi
President, Broker
p: 905.731.2000
a: 8854 Yonge St.,
Richmond Hill, ON L4C 0T4
w: yourcommunityrealty.com
e: vivianrisi@gmail.com

CLOSING 2026 

NOW
SELLING!
First 20 people

now get
2.99%

FINANCING
for 2 years

EXCEPTIONAL TRANSIT CONNECTIONS

Spring time is the time to book!

$200 spring special is in effect if agreement is signed on initial visit.

37
YEARS

• Asphalt Driveways & Parking Lots 
• Interlock 
• Concrete Work 
• Fully Bonded, Licenced & Insured 
• Residential & Commercial 
• Family Owned & Operated 
• Reliable & Dependable Service 
• All Work Fully guaranteed 

EAST: 416-757-5997
WEST: 416-626-5675

METroWIDEPAVING.CA

C
EL

EBRATIN
G

A
N

N IVE RSARY
38

‘20 ‘21 ‘22 ‘23

Local students get Chamber boost to study skilled trades, manufacturing

Michael Quarcoopome has long had a 
love for cars.

From family trips to the National Auto 
Show or getting his hands dirty puttering 
with his father around the garage, he came 
by his passion honestly, but it wasn’t until 
beginning his Grade 9 year at Aurora’s Dr. 
G.W. Williams Secondary School that he 
realized he could make a career out of  his 
hobby.

Now an apprentice at NewRoads 
Mazda in Newmarket, Michael’s future 
career goals got a significant boost on 
Thursday thanks to the Aurora Chamber 
of  Commerce.

On June 20, the Aurora Chamber 
awarded two local students with $5,000 
scholarships through their Business 
Engaging Youth Skilled Trades and 
Manufacturing Scholarships. Michael was 
the proud recipient of  the Skilled Trades 
Scholarship while Maria Khomyakova, 
a recent grad of  ESC Renaissance, took 
home the Manufacturing Scholarship. 

Now in its second year, the initiative is 
designed to help students on their way to 
careers in manufacturing and the skilled 
trades, sectors which are currently facing a 
shortage of  workers. 

“We started this initiative last year and 
we gave away two $5,000 scholarships as 
well for manufacturing and skilled trades. 

It’s a legacy initiative for the Chamber,” said 
Sandra Ferri, President and CEO of  the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce. “We are 
big proponents of  getting youth involved in 
the business community and making sure 
they know there’s a place here in Aurora for 
them to work and live.”

Among the local businesses supporting 
the program are Bunn-O-Matic 
Corporation of  Canada and the Lind 
Realty Team, represented by broker 
Lenard Lind.

Lind has been a long-time supporter 
of  youth initiatives and becoming a part 
of  the Chamber’s program was a natural 
extension of  his philanthropic work.

He says both recipients were “very 
deserving” of  the recognition and he was 
heartened by the number of  applicants 
who came forward in the program’s second 
year.

“There is a huge shortage [in the 
trades],” said Lind. “I read every trade 
magazine and they are all crying for 
apprenticeships. We’re not doing a great 
job [of  promoting the trades] through the 
high schools, so we have to educate students 
that there is another avenue.”

Maria, whose high school co-op took 
her into the manufacturing side of  things, 
agreed with this assessment.

“I think not enough people my age are 
looking to go into those fields,” she said. 
“When I won the scholarship, people were 

like, ‘Manufacturing? I never considered 
that before.’ I don’t meet a lot of  people 
my age who plan to work in manufacturing 
now and I think the demand in Canada 
is high. It’s a field that can innovate so, so 
much.”

Added Michael: “It feels really nice to be 
recognized for what I am doing. It might 
not be everyone’s first pick, but for me, it’s 
my first pick, and I think I’m just really 
happy with the outcome.”

Now that Michael is finished high school, 
he intends to pursue a two-year program to 
become a fully licensed mechanic, while 
Maria was accepted to York University’s 
Schulich MBA course.

“I am very excited,” she said. “I think 
it will give me a full introduction to 
business in general and I can apply that 
knowledge into manufacturing in the 
future. I want to own something and be 
a businesswoman one day, owning my 
own company and business – whatever 

that may be – but that’s in the future and 
operations is really interesting to me.”

As both scholars work towards their 
goals this fall, local high school students 
will have the opportunity to learn more 
about manufacturing and skilled trades 
as the Chamber hosts a showcase on 
October 9 to connect students with the 
business community.

“We’ll have manufacturers and skilled 
trades companies there and they will 
be able to walk around, talk to people 
from all these companies to see what 
opportunities there are right here in 
Aurora for them,” she said. “This is 
hopefully an initiative that will go on for 
many, many more years. As the trends 
change, maybe it’s not manufacturing 
or skilled trades, maybe it is something 
else, but hopefully we’re always at the 
forefront of  what our community is 
looking for in terms of  workers and 
employment.”

Both students were celebrated by Aurora Chamber of Commerce staff, board members, and  
scholarship sponsors at their offices at Industrial Parkway South and Yonge Street, with their families in 
attendance.                   Auroran photo by Brock Weir
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&FINANCE
BUSINESS

HOCKLEYBEER.CA

We’re just a  
few clicks away
SHOP ONLINE LCBO.COM

Call us at 905.727.8046 or visit www.robertscpa.ca

Partners in

Value beyond numbers

Brian Roberts 
CPA, CGA, LPA

Your Business

BUSINESS

CELEBRATION

- C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S -

Nominees & Finalists!

EXCELLENCE

For a list of Finalists, visit: aurorachamber.on.ca/business-awards
SAVE THE DATE! Awards Gala Oct 23, 2024
www.aurorachamber.on.ca | @AuroraChamberON | 905-727-7262

The countdown is on for one of  the 
most important night in the local business 
community as the Aurora Chamber of  
Commerce announced the nominees for 
the 2024 Business Excellence Awards.

Set to take place at the Royal Venetian 
Mansion on Wednesday, October 23, 
with a red-carpet Great Gatsby theme, 
nominees for this year’s Business 
Excellence Awards got an early chance 
to celebrate last Wednesday night as the 
shortlists in the categories of  Community 
Participation, Non-Profit, Skilled Trades, 
Personal Service Provider, Seniors’ 
Support Services, and Hospitality/Food 
Services, were unveiled at the Aurora 
branch of  the Royal Canadian Legion.

And there are more nominees than 
ever before as, for the first time, the 
Chamber has introduced the People’s 
Choice Award, featuring 25 nominees 
vying for your vote come September.

This year’s nominees are:

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 
– Canadian Federation of  University 
Women Aurora-Newmarket, Javed 
Khan, Key Advantage Team, MR 
Menswear.

NON-PROFIT – Addiction Services 
Central Ontario, CMHA York Region & 
South Simcoe, Yellow Brick House, York 
Region Food Network.

SKLLED TRADES – Deville Electric, 
North Rock Group Ltd., Summers & 
Smith Cooling and Heating Limited, Tri-
Tech Pinnacle Group Inc.

PERSONAL SERVICES PROVIDER 
– Crown Hair Lounge, Faceology Spa, 
Starks Barbershop Aurora, Transcend 
Wellness Connection.

SENIORS SUPPORT SERVICES – 
Chartwell Aurora Retirement Residence, 
Delmanor Aurora, Hospall Private 
Homecare Inc., The Roxborough 
Retirement Residence.

HOSPITALITY/FOOD SERVICES – 
A Million Mouthfuls Catering, NC – The 
Armoury, Locale Aurora Restaurant & Bar, 
Wicked Eats Kitchen & Bar.

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD – 
Allegra Printing, Apollo Glass & Mirror 
Ltd., Artistica Ballroom Dance Studio, 
Aurora Music Academy, Aurora Youth 
Soccer Club, Backyard Pool & Spa, Roberts 
& Company Professional Corporation, 
ByLisa Holistic Health Centre, Creative 
Solutions, Gowda Singh Insurance, 
Kitchen Table CEOs, Williams HR Law 
LLP, LD Human Resources, MKW 
Services, Momentum Therapy, Oakridge 
Fashions, RNC Employment Services, 
Ruth Plumb Portraits, Summers & Smith 
Cooling & Heating Ltd., The Millionaire’s 
Daughter, The Range, Thrive Gymnastics, 
Whiteboard Creative Lab Inc., York Dance 
Academy, Yours Conveniently.

“This is our biggest year yet,” says 
Sandra Ferri, President & CEO of  the 
Aurora Chamber of  Commerce. “We had 
over 100 single nominations and we had a 
really good turnout [on Wednesday] night. 
I think the community is really appreciative 
of  the great businesses we have in Town. 
I believe we have a very strong business 
community in Aurora, a very tight-knit 
business community.”

This, she said, is exemplified by both the 
strong reaction to the new People’s Choice 
category, as well as the refreshed list of  
Premier awards.

It’s also a view shared by Alison 
Mumford, the Chamber’s Director of  
Operations.

“Because the categories of  the awards 
change every year, we put a little bit more 
focus on specific industries we think need 
a little more spotlight, recognition or 
support, specifically picking the food sector 
[and] personal service providers. Aurora is 
widely known for senior support services as 
well, and it’s just recognizing the diversity 
of  the business community and different 
industries that are in Aurora. People are 
just excited about supporting each other in 
business.”

That support and celebration will unite 
at the awards ceremony itself.

With the Great Gatsby theme, Mumford 
says it will be a celebration of  “excellence, 
extravagance and elegance in the business 
community.”

“This elevated gala is definitely a 
step up from some of  our other events 
and this will be a great night with a red 
carpet-feel with some photo opportunities, 
a keynote speaker talking about their 
business experience, and into the awards 
categories,” she says.

Adds Ferri: “I think awards help 
strengthen that tight business community 
that we have. We find our events have a 
very collegial feel to them and people are 
genuinely happy to see other businesses 
succeed – and I think this is just another 
way that we shine the spotlight on those 
businesses to say, ‘Here we are with these 
great businesses that provide excellence 
service, great products,’ and I think it 
strengthens our business community all 
around.”

Countdown is on for celebrations of 
Business Excellence, People’s Choice
Nominees for Chamber 
awards celebrated at Legion

BY BROCK WEIR

Nominees for the 2024 Aurora Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence Awards were announced at the Royal Canadian Legion last week. 
Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

The Renoir recently celebrated its 10th Anniversary Open House. “The cruise theme and Port of 
Calls in Japan, Spain and Italy brought our residents, guests and staff together for an unforgetta-
ble event,” they say. “Thank you to all that attended our event and contributed to the success of 
our Open House We are so thankful for our community and the daily memories we are making 
together. Our community offers something for everyone!” 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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If  you suffer from Arthritis you need 
to be aware of  effective advancements 
that can eliminate years of  pain, 
suffering, immobility and frustration. 

You may have told your doctor 
you suffer with one or more of  the 
following: sore, stiff  knees, painful 
achy hips, low back pain, mid back 
pain, neck stiffness or pain, hand 
stiffness, shoulder pain or elbow pain. 

You may find that your pain 
or stiffness affects your work, 
housekeeping, leisure activities, 
exercise, sports or other activities. You 
go to the drug store or to your doctor 
and get pills to help relieve your pain. 
But you find the pain keeps returning.   
Alternatively, the doctor may refer 
you to a specialist who may tell you 
that surgery is needed or is an option 
for you.

However, many people are hesitant 
to have surgery given its invasive 
nature.  It is important to know 
that although surgery is sometimes 
necessary, it is considered a last resort 
in most cases. 

Also, you may have heard that there 
are serious health risks associated with 
chronic use (or overuse) of  pain pills or 
anti-inflammatory drugs that include 
damage to the liver, kidneys and gut.

There is a new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach that has 
helped many sufferers improve their 

lives dramatically: Laser therapy 
uses light to favor and accelerate 
the body’s natural healing processes. 
The innovative Multiwave Locked 
System (MLS) Laser produces a safe, 
efficient and simultaneous effect on 
pain, inflammation, swelling and 
water retention, exceeding the limits 
of  traditional LLLT (Low power) and 
concerns of  HP (High power) laser 
therapy.

What does this mean for you?

Our patients have reported a  
90-95% relief  of  their symptoms, 
more mobility, increased flexibility 
and vastly improved function!

It is the very latest in medical 
technology, with years of  clinical 
studies supporting its safety and 
efficacy and we are very proud to offer 
our patients effective solutions to their 
recent or chronic conditions. 

“This new, natural, safe and 
highly effective approach has helped 
many sufferers improve  their lives 
dramatically”.

Come in and allow us to help you achieve 
the results you deserve!  Call (905) 773-
2225 to book your FREE consultation and 
examination at King West Wellness Centre 
141 King Rd., Unit 10, Richmond Hill (In 
the Home Hardware Plaza)

Arthritis: 
New Approach 

Delivers 

Remarkable 

Results

Advertorial

SENIOR APARTMENTS,  
INDEPENDENT LIVING  

& ASSISTED LIVING

Book your tour today!

25 BUTTERNUT RIDGE TRAIL, AURORA
905-503-9505 

DelmanorAurora.com

&C
Arts
  ulture

Legacy donations sought for Aurora Town Square

On Tuesday, the Town confirmed the 
September 20 grand opening date, noting 
the celebrations will continue through 
October 13.

“This momentous occasion will be 
marked by a variety of  indoor and 
outdoor entertainment, including hands-
on workshops, exclusive previews from 
partners and captivating performances,” 
said the Town in a statement.

Artists set to perform as part of  the 
Grand Opening and the series of  events 
following September 20 are yet to be 
announced.

“The grand opening will draw audiences 
of  all ages from Aurora and beyond, 
providing visitors with unique experiences 
and vibrant cultural offerings,” the Town 
continued. “Opening celebrations will 
showcase the venue’s state-of-the-art design 
and a diverse range of  future programming, 
with a remarkable 32,000 square-foot 
addition and a 29,000 square foot outdoor 
community space.”

Added Mayor Mrakas in a statement, 
“The grand opening of  Aurora Town 
Square represents the culmination of  our 
community’s vision for a dynamic gathering 
space in the heart of  downtown Aurora. 
We are thrilled to invite the community to 
join us in celebrating this milestone for our 
Town.”

Last week, new and previous donors who 
have helped make Aurora Town Square a 
reality were celebrated at an in-site event.

New donors celebrated on June 17 
included Delmanor Aurora, Jim McAlpine 
and McAlpine Ford Lincoln, and residents 
Steve and Carole Mirkopoulos. In their 
fundraising efforts, they join previously-
announced donors Addison Hall Business 
Park, Charlieville Developments Ltd., 
Fieldgate Homes, Paradise Developments, 
Shining Hill Group of  Companies, TACC 
Developments and Treasure Hill. 

“We are closer than ever to reaching 
our Legacy Campaign goal, with more 
announcements to come as we ramp up 

to the grand opening of  this tremendous 
venue this fall,” said Mayor Tom Mrakas 
in a statement. “The future looks bright for 
Aurora.”

Speaking to The Auroran following 
the recognition event, the Mayor said it’s 
“encouraging” to see “how many people 
are stepping up” to make the project a 
reality – “not just from the corporate world, 
but residents in our community who have 
stepped up with major donations to the 
Square.”

“They see and they believe in what we’re 
creating for our downtown and they want 
to invest as well to…be a part of  this special 
moment, I think, in our Town’s history,” he 
said. “We’re positive we’re going to get there 
(the $5 million goal) and we’re going to see 
more and more community members who 
are going to be excited to step up and have 
their name on the donor wall that will be 
there forever.”

The Legacy Capital Campaign formally 
launched last week. 

Here, residents of  Aurora and people 
from further afield can see their names 
immortalized on the donor wall with a 
contribution of  $10,000 or more.

“It is to support the development of  
Town Square and all the programs we’ll 
be having there,” says Aurora Town 
Square Project Manager Phil Rose. “As a 
community cultural facility that is going to 
house and promote arts and culture, it’s a 
chance to make your mark and leave your 
legacy by contributing to a community 
town project such as Town Square. In 
exchange, they will get their name and their 
recognition on the donor wall and tickets 
to our VIP (event) as part of  the Grand 
Opening and other recognition as well.

“It’s about supporting and sharing the 
vision of  Town Square as an important 
community project that is tied to promoting 
and growing arts and culture in the 
community but also supporting downtown 
revitalization and other economic 
development.”

Big ticket donors will also see naming 

opportunities for various amenities that will 
be part of  Aurora Town Square once it 
opens in September.

Amenities that have already been 
claimed include the visual arts studio, 
multipurpose studio, box office, atrium 
lobby, and the environmentally-
controlled collections space for the 
Aurora Museum and Archives.

Still up for grabs are the 250-
seat multipurpose performance hall, 
performing arts dance studio, program 
room, café and multipurpose area, 

kitchen and servery.
“I think anyone would be fooling 

themselves if  they said they wouldn’t 
want to see it (the fundraising campaign) 
reach the goal by opening day, obviously 
we would love to see that occur, but 
we know that even if  we don’t, the 
fundraising is going to continue until we 
reach that goal,” said Mayor Mrakas. 
“Whether it is opening day or whether 
it is a couple of  months, or a year, 
later, we’re going to get there and I am 
confident that we will.”

From page 1

Donors towards the Aurora Town Square build were celebrated June 24.
                     Photo courtesy of the Town of Aurora
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15900 Bayview Avenue Aurora, Ontario, L4G 7Y3  905-726-9532
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EXPERIENCE AMICA NEWMARKET. 
There is a difference.

2 7 5  D OA K  L A N E     A M I C A .C A / N E W M A R K E T

We could tell you what makes Amica Newmarket different from other senior living residences.  

But we’d rather show you. After all, what makes us different is different for everyone.  

Visit us and see how life can be exactly what you want, with professional,  

personalized care that’s always there if you need it.

DISCOVER THE AMICA DIFFERENCE FOR YOURSELF 
WHEN YOU BOOK A TOUR AT 905-952-0505 .

June’s National Indigenous Heritage Month was celebrated at Town Park on Saturday morning with 
music and storytelling for the whole family. Up on the Town Park Band Shell, Traditional Anishinaabe 
Grandmother Kim Wheatley held audiences spellbound before the Dave Mowat Trio got people up on 
their feet for two sets of live music. 

Auroran photos by Glenn Rodger

Celebrating National  
Indigenous Heritage Month
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The New, All-Electric Subaru Solterra is super-charged with safety 
features like a 360-degree camera and EyeSight® Driver Assist, 

a luxuriously comfortable interior with our most advanced infotainment options, 
and amped-up capability thanks to Symmetrical Full-Time AWD and X-MODE®. 

This is one clean car that loves to play dirty.  

289.319.1060      17415 Yonge Street, Newmarket      nrsubaru.ca
Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. EyeSight® is a driver-assist system, which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible for safe and attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on 

many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Subaru and Solterra are registered trademarks. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for details. 

2024 SUBARU FORESTER

Everyday Adventures, 
Extraordinary Compact SUV 

The fifth-generation Forester is more 
capable, versatile and adventurous than 

any Forester in history – longer, wider, 
quieter, safer and better handling.

TEST DRIVE AT NEWROADS 
SUBARU NEWMARKET

2024 SUBARU OUTBACK

TEST DRIVE AT NEWROADS 
SUBARU NEWMARKET

More Uncommon Capability 
for Next-Level Adventures 
The new 2024 Subaru Outback continues 
the tradition with a bold exterior design 
and an interior with unexpected levels 
of comfort and refinement.

Subaru Newmarket

19
IN STOCK TO 

CHOOSE 
FROM

31
IN STOCK TO 

CHOOSE 
FROM

IN STOCK 
TEST DRIVE AT 
NEWROADS 

SUBARU 
NEWMARKET

NRSN-AuroraFull-6.qxp_Layout 1  2024-06-11  12:53 PM  Page 1
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Congratulations to our 2024 Graduates

A. Dau

S. Kovtun A. Lam

R. Hemmondharop

Y. Ding

E. Graham

V. Chuganey

O. Ahmed

H. Jeon

H. Golding

J. Odita

J. Kim

M. Garcia Jimenez

Y. MaroufH. Manke

T. Bianco O. Cameron

T. Jeejeebhoy-Swalwell S. Jeffrey O. Lahey

S. He

M. Boland

Z. Li

Y. Kuang

Y. LiH. Le

T. Chen

J. Kim

S.Golding G. Houle

A. Barich

C.PataranM. Lee

J. Bolivar

M. Podd

H. Frank E. Furlong

O. Alawode I. Cai

S. Gupta

V. Brown

O. ErivwoA. Cooper 

A. Hakeem

Z. Gao

M. Nguyen

Y. Cao

G. Fraser

J. Hao

M. Kaplan

16945 Bayview Avenue, Newmarket  |  www.pickeringcollege.on.ca  |  (905) 895-1700

J. Zeng

K. Aggarwal

I. Li A. Madha

S. Zhang

C. Shum

A. Arun

A. YouellC. Song

C. Shui

B. Carlton

D. Onwuocha

M. Fan

B. Whittaker

B. Neagoe

E. Gao

J. QuA. Prasad

S. Hosseini

K. LouliM. Houle N. Kheradvar

C. Zeng

D. Ma

S. Duan

M. Li

L. Herod

M. Matsumoto

I. Yu D. Zhang

P. Morton T. Ogunsina

R. Liu

C. Ho

J. Lin

S. Yang

I. Shao K. SpencerC. Porter H. Robinson

H. Yu L. Zeng X. Zhang

E. Roy-DiClementeJ. Reid S. Sage

S. Xie C. YanY. WangS. Trussell S. Wang

Z. TengQ. Sun S. Sun

M. TsuiK. Tong F. Wang

L. Sze

S. Leonetti

Q. Liu D. YouA. Lou C. YuI. Akbar C. Bai A. Kwon M. WuQ. Cazeau D. OtakiA. Cericola C. Tang E. TranK. Huang Chen

Grade 8 Graduates 

Kindergarten Graduates 

It is our greatest source of pride and pleasure to witness the growth of our students  
and to celebrate the contribution that each makes to our world.

So what sets a PC education apart? It’s belonging to a warm and welcoming school community that supports our students every step of
the way through their academic journey. Our students learn from passionate teachers, in small class groups, and receive the individualized

support that they need to succeed. By the time they graduate, our students are ready to take the next step, as innovative,
courageous and compassionate global citizens who take action, true to Quaker values.

Celebrate success with us!

E. Zhou

Grade 12 Graduates
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Discover a Middle School 
experience for students in 
Grades 6 to Grade 8 that 
transcends traditional 
learning 
At Pickering College, our innovative curriculum is thoughtfully 

designed to inspire students to excel academically while fostering 

critical thinking and creativity so they can thrive in a changing 

world. 

What students learn goes far beyond the academic curriculum – 

they learn how to lead a purposeful life and find their passion to 

make a difference. Join a community committed to success, where 

dedicated faculty take a personalized approach to ensure each 

child reaches their full potential.

Limited space available in Grades 6-8 for 
September 2024. Applications now open for 
September 2025 admission in all grades.

INQUIRE NOW

Learn more: www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/auroran

Where learning takes flight
Middle SchoolMiddle School

Hilltop Summer Discovery Program
Children in Kindergarten to Grade 5 can join us for a 
summer of fun and adventure at our summer day camp! 

Every week has a different theme and includes nature 
activities, games, sports, and crafts. Make friends, 
explore nature and have a blast!

Use promo code AURORAN to save $30 per week 
Register: www.pickeringcollege.on.ca/camp
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Flooring 
   Superstore
Flooring 
   Superstore

NEWMARKET SHOWROOM
105 Harry Walker Pkwy N.
Unit 1, Newmarket, ON L3Y 7B3

Inquiries@floorsDirectnorth.ca

Your friendly local flooring experts

Now Open Now Open 

T: 905-235-4400  |  F: 905-235-4411

SECTION B 

www.auroratoyota.ca

669 WELLINGTON ST. E., AURORA   
(905) 727-1948 | 1-866-979-3635

Details make 
the di� erence.

MAKE A
DATE

EVERY

Caring For Our Community  newroads.ca
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11 Allaura Blvd  #10  Aurora On L4G 3N2 

Visit:
www.auroratransitautoglass.com

905-713-6420 1-888-728-4778
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11UA Tigers Rep Hockey Players thank sponsor 
with team-building activity at CREAM Barber Shop
BY JIM STEWART

Eleven 11UA Aurora Tigers graced 
their hockey team’s sponsor with their 
presence on Saturday afternoon.

In a gesture of  thanks for owner 
Matteo Pinchera’s support of  their rep 
squad for the 2024-25 season, Coach 
Kevin Hart’s team—along with dads 
and siblings – jumped into the chairs 
for a haircut in the south Aurora 
barber shop.  

With eight players returning and 
seven new players joining this year’s 
squad, Coach Hart used the barber 
shop visit as “a team-building activity 
to set up the upcoming season. We 
wanted to give back to Matteo, our 
sponsor, for his generous support of  
our hockey club and go above and 
beyond just having a patch on our 
jerseys.” 

Pinchera was taken by the gesture 
of  the team he is sponsoring, reflected 
on his own hockey-playing days, and 
expressed his need to support the 
Tigers’ hockey club.

“As a business owner, I want to be 
a staple in the community.  Paying 
it forward is important to me after 
playing in Etobicoke for Humberview.  

It’s important for local business to put 
back into the community, especially 
when it comes to kids’ sports.” 

The welcoming and energetic owner 
of  CREAM barber shop demonstrated 

his deft dual capacity to keep the team 
cool on a muggy Saturday by cutting 
freezies for his 11U customers while 
tending to Caleb in his barber chair to 
transform the Tiger into, as one mom 

Nembhard selected to National Team’s 
Olympic Training Camp Roster
BY JIM STEWART

There was team-building at a 
local level on Saturday at CREAM, 
but there is also team-building being 
conducted at a national level as 
Canada Basketball selected Aurora’s 
Andrew Nembhard to the Olympic 
team’s training camp roster.

Twelve players will be selected 
from the 21 invitees to compete in 
Paris next month.

Nembhard is coming off  a series 
of  stellar playoff  performances with 
the Indiana Pacers.

The young Pacers, with 
Nembhard running point guard, 
lost in the Eastern Conference Final 
to NBA champion Boston, but the 
24-year-old Auroran was a bright 
light for Indiana.

Most notably, Nembhard scored 
32 points, generated 9 assists, and 
pulled down 4 rebounds in Game 
3 versus the Celtics. He put up a 
double-double in Game 4 by scoring 
24 points and dishing out 10 assists 
against the NBA’s best team.

In the semi-final series-clinching 
game versus the New York Knicks, 
the 6’4” former Gonzaga University 
Bulldog star scored 20 points, 
distributed six assists, and pulled 
down five boards to spearhead the 
upstart Pacers to a Game 7 win on 
the sport’s biggest stage:  Madison 
Square Garden. Nembhard is a 
favorite to make the final roster 
and will upgrade the national 
team’s backcourt which is expected 

DAMIR VRANCIC
LAW OFFICE

BUSINESS LAW, 
REAL ESTATE, 

WILLS & ESTATES

905-841-6411
Providing valued and trusted 

legal advice since 1983

noted, “a K-Pop star!”
CREAM’s dream team of  five 

barbers coiffed the young Tigers and 
joined them for a celebratory photo to 
commemorate their start-of-summer 
haircuts.  It was clear that this group 
of  rep players is receiving vital lessons 
about gratitude from their dedicated 
coaching staff.  It was clearly a win-
win-win scenario for a local hockey 
team, a generous business owner, 
and the broader community in south 
Aurora on Saturday afternoon.

to feature an array of  NBA stars 
including Jamal Murray (Denver 
Nuggets), Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
(Oklahoma Thunder), and R.J. 
Barrett (Toronto Raptors). 

Auroran photo by Jim Stewart

Andrew Nembhard
Photo courtesy of Claude Nembhard
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When it comes to tackling any project, having the 

right tools can make a huge difference. With more 

than 14,000 types of equipment available for rent, 

Sunbelt Rentals is here to help you Make It Happen. 
Easily reserve what you need online or by phone. 

Long weekend special, pick up on Friday and 

return Tuesday for a one and a half day rental 

charge. Some conditions may apply. Don’t know 

exactly what you need? Let our team help. 

800-667-9328 or sunbeltrentals.com

WE BRING MORE “YES” 
TO YOUR PROJECT

theresidencesonyonge.ca

LET US HELP YOU

    A s s i s t e d  L i v i n gA s s i s t e d  L i v i n g       M e m o r y  C a r eM e m o r y  C a r e               

  I n d e p e n d e n t  S u p p o r t i v e  L i v i n gI n d e p e n d e n t  S u p p o r t i v e  L i v i n g   

905-724-3211

BOOK A TOUR TODAY

15520 YONGE ST, AURORA, ON

BY JIM STEWART

Vice Grand Anthony Garramone of  the 
Independent Order of  Odd Fellows Lodge 
#148 presented a $500 donation to Sport 
Aurora President Ron Weese on Friday.

Garramone noted at the presentation that, 
“We have been helping organizations in our 
community for the past 150 years, and are 
happy to support families in need to ensure their 
children can participate in healthy sport and 
physical activity. Our lodge unanimously voted 
to support this important local program.”

The $500 donation was earmarked for the All 
Kids Can Play program and, according to Neil 
Moore, Manager of  Public Relations for Sport 
Aurora, “100 per cent of  the funds raised [go] 
directly to families in need. Over the past nine 
years, local donors have provided more than 
$70,000 to help nearly 350 kids ‘get in the game’ 
in Aurora.”

Parents often ask us about which 
sport organization to choose, and 
another question is about whether or 
how school sport is different from club 
sport. 

School sports and club sports 
are two distinct avenues for athletic 
participation that offer unique 
experiences and benefits to individuals. 

While both involve organized 
competitive activities, there are several 
key differences between the two.

School sports typically take place 
within the school year and framework, 
with teams representing the school in 
interscholastic competitions. These 
sports are often seen as an extension of  
the academic curriculum, promoting 
school spirit and fostering a sense of  
community among students. School 
sports programs are usually overseen by 
teachers or coaches who are affiliated 
with the school, and participation may 
even be tied to academic eligibility 
requirements.

On the other hand, club sports are 
typically organized independently of  
educational institutions and are run by 
private organizations or community 
groups. Some may be for profit or 
not-for profit but they all have costs 
associated with them.

Club sports offer a wider range of  
athletic opportunities beyond what 
may be available in school sports 

programs.
In Aurora, Sport Aurora has 42 

Member Organizations that offer a 
host of  sports for different ages and 
stages of  development and of  course all 
genders. Athletes therefore can choose 
to participate in sports that may not 
be offered at their school or explore 
higher levels of  competition in their 
chosen sport. Club sports also often 
require a greater time commitment 
and, as mentioned, greater financial 
investment from participants and their 
families.

While school sports emphasize 
teamwork, school spirit, and 
representing one’s educational 
institution, club sports focus more 
on individual skill development, 
specialized training, and exposure to 
higher levels of  competition. They 
typically “represent” the Town but 
often have house-league or recreational 
opportunities as well for in-Town 
participation only. Both school sports 
and club sports play important roles 

in the overall development of  young 
athletes, offering unique experiences 
and opportunities for growth both on 
and off  the field.

Sport Aurora provides advocacy 
and support for our Local Sport 
Organizations (LSOs) but has a 
close relationship with our School 
Boards and have worked closely 
with them on the development of  
physical literacy and promoting the 
value of  multiple sport and multiple 
environment participation. The 
choice of  sport “avenue” is always 
the parents’ because the availability 
of  healthy, socially acceptable sport 
in Aurora is abundant, regardless 
of  which is chosen. In many cases, 
athletes participate in both, although 
it can sometimes lead to conflict when 
schedules collide.

I urge you to watch for the annual 
Sport Aurora celebration of  our 
school sport athletes, when the best 
and brightest are selected as the school 
year concludes. 

I.O.O.F. Lodge #148 donates $500 to Sport Aurora’s  
All Kids Can Play program

By Laurie Mueller

SPORTS 
SCRAPS

Sport or Club 
Sports – Which? 

Both?

Sport Aurora’s All Kids Can Play program was recently supported by the I.O.O.F. Lodge #48. Here, Lodge member Anthony Garramone presents a 
cheque to Ward 1 Councillor Ron Weese in his capacity as President of Sport Aurora. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger
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1700 King Rd, King City | 1.855.337.2999 | DawsonDental.ca 

BOOK YOUR COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION! 

Please join us in welcoming 
Dr. Sol Weiss,  Principal Dentist from 

Before Veneers After Veneers 

We are beyond excited to announce the 
addition of a new member to our dental team 

at  Dawson Dental King City!

With a focus on precision, artistry, and patient-centered care, Dr. Weiss focuses on 
a wide range of cosmetic dental procedures, including: 

• Porcelain Veneers
• Non-Prep Veneers
• Porcelain Crowns
• Dental Implants
• Teeth-in-a-Day
• Smile Makeovers
and much, much more!

in Yorkville

 

 

     

For sponsoring our  

MMeexxiiccaann Fiesta Fundraising Event 
Thanks to our guests, volunteers and the 

 Aurora Senior Centre staff  
for making this event a great success. 

 
Mark your Calendars for our next events! 

August 21, Ice Cream Social 
October 1, Casino Night 

 
 
 

 

 

 

                  

has only grown in popularity.
“Cycle Aurora is about moving you 

around Town, maybe seeing places that 
wouldn’t have been on your radar,” says 
Ware of  Cycle Aurora, whose missions 
are powered through the Goosechase app. 
“This is a tool for moving you around to 
see a cross-section of  the gems and leisure 
opportunities that exist in this community. 
A lot of  people who live here really benefit 
from how many leisure opportunities there 
are and I think if  you’re new to the Town, 
it enables you to get out and experience 
first-hand all four corners of  Aurora and 
everything in between.”

It’s also a chance to explore local 
businesses as many of  the missions have 
been created to take participants to and 
past many places of  commerce, including 
some that have offered up products and gift 
cards to serve as weekly prizes throughout 
the Cycle Aurora period.

Cycle Aurora is just one initiative 
underway in the community to 
promote the use of  bikes and getting 
out to explore the community. 
Turla is also the lead on the similarly-
named Aurora Cycles, which serves as a 
social group for local bike enthusiasts as 
well as a collective voice to advocate for 
cycling infrastructure improvements and 
the development of  new amenities like 
bike racks and multi-use paths. 

“There are so many synergies here, 
hence the names that are almost exactly 
the same,” says Turla with a laugh. “With 
Aurora Cycles, we have been just testing 
the water and continuing to grow.”

One new initiative offered by Aurora 
Cycles this season is a roster of  group rides. 
While group rides have proved a bit of  a 
challenge to integrate into the Cycle Aurora 
challenge, they have helped Aurora Cycles 
burn rubber in the best possible way.

“The group ride was a ton of  fun and 
it’s great because we have all types of  
individuals in terms of  young and old, 

brand-new riders, experienced riders, 
and every kind of  bike you can imagine,” 
says Turla. “Organizing the first group 
ride, we wanted to keep people as safe as 
possible because we knew there would 
be kids coming out as well, but also to 
enjoy a mix of  the infrastructure we have 
here in Town. We’re so lucky to have the 
Arboretum and trails. We’re making use 
of  the multiuse paths that we do have, 
giving people the opportunity to see that 
it’s possible to bike around Town, getting 
them more comfortable with the different 
routes you can take, that it will be safe…
we didn’t want to do just the trails because 
no one would see us; we want people to 
see a big group of  bikers going down the 
road just to create that visibility for cycling 
in Aurora and that it is something people 
enjoy and we should account for active 
transportation in our plans.

“We’re starting to have those 
conversations in terms of  what we want to 
bring to the Town and Region in the next 
year and it definitely is a goal of  ours to 
do a delegation to the Town…. This year, 
I think it is going to be about more group 
rides, to have more people experience and 
appreciate the infrastructure that is there 
and identify opportunities so that we can 
gather that feedback and bring it forward 
to the Town and the Region. As part of  
our group rides, which we definitely did 
on the first one, is having the conversations 
with the businesses as well. Attracting 
cyclists is a great way to attract customers 
to your business, making sure you have the 
infrastructure in place so they can park 
their bikes and that sort of  thing. That 
will be part of  the advocacy there – the 
conversation with different owners of  the 
commercial units, ensuring they put their 
best foot forward for attracting cyclists with 
bike infrastructure.”

In the meantime, Cycle Aurora is a top-
of-mind priority over the summer.

Ware says many of  the initial missions 
will be Canada Day-driven and will then 

From page 1 include 10 to 13 missions each week 
through September 1 0—with the potential 
for a “grand finale” mission closer to the 
start of  the new school year.

The more missions you complete, the 
greater your chance of  winning hospitality-
based gift cards, prizes from a local cycling 
store, and additional incentives.

“I love Cycle Aurora and how it is so 
flexible in terms of  adding new missions, 

trying new things, and supporting events 
that the Town has planned,” says Turla. 
“By incorporating the event as part of  a 
mission, it really gets people out and about 
on their bikes.”

To register for Cycle Aurora 2024, visit 
aurora.ca/cycleaurora by June 30. The 
initiative runs from July 1 to September 1. 

For more on the Aurora Cycles initiative, 
visit them on Facebook and Instagram.

Cycle Aurora, Aurora Cycles shine light 
on local biking for the whole family
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Tel: 905-727-6401
www.nyhp.on.ca

8 Industrial Pkwy. S.
Aurora, Ontario

We sell 
all types of 

Filters 
Humidifiers 
Air Cleaners 

& Water Pumps

We sell 
all types of

THE HOTEL THAT 
JUST MAKES SENSE.
• FREE Breakfast   • Fitness Centre & Pool
• FREE Wi-Fi   • Award-Winning Service

GET A CORPORATE RATE
For preferred corporate rates or to 
book a stay, please contact:

Microtel Inn & Suites Aurora, ON
info@microtelaurora.com
365-809-4680

BY JIM STEWART

The 2024 Garden Tour, organized by 
the Aurora Garden and Horticultural 
Society, provided enthusiasts with a range 
of  delightful visual experiences on Sunday 
afternoon.  

The nine tour stops around Town showed 
how varied gardening and landscaping 
techniques can be in Plant Hardiness Zone 
5B.  At many of  the gardens on display, local 
gardeners showcased the interweaving of  
perennials and vegetable gardens—many 
of  which were presented in elevated cedar 
beds to diminish back strain when planting 
and harvesting the “fruits of  one’s labor”.  

One of  the labors of  last week for area 
gardeners was tidying beds from a series 
of  windstorms and downpours. Last 
week’s steady rains were both a curse and a 
blessing for local gardeners and some of  the 
backyards on the tour were still saturated 
from Thursday’s deluge of  2.5” of  rain in 
an hour.

Garden #6, tended beautifully by David 
Cabianca and Troy Hourie of  34 Tyler 
Street, was under water three days before 
the tour as Tannery Creek overflowed 
its banks and inundated their backyard 
perennial beds.  Amazingly, there wasn’t 
much evidence by Sunday afternoon of  
“Tannery Lake” other than the photo they 
displayed for tourists. The fast-flowing creek 
was once again populated by Mallards 
and complemented their multi-leveled 
landscaping, featuring a thyme garden and 
sun-loving, hardy perennials.

Across the street at 31 Tyler, Garden 
#5 host Angela Daust showed how her 
landscaping plans coexist with Tannery 
Creek on much higher ground. Native 
plants—blue spruce, wood poppy, 
columbine, hemlock—have replaced a 

lawn on the flood plain.
Daust discussed how they’ve “removed 

most of  their turf  and how dwarf  conifers 
and Japanese maples now set off  our 
century home.”

Angela and I were in complete 
agreement—turf  can be very overrated.  
Low maintenance, mulched gardens can 
cover high-maintenance lawns in order to 
create more natural and environmentally-
friendly landscapes.

Garden #4 host Steve Taylor on 8 
Bigwin Drive showed how stone can set 
off  the tropical paradise he’s created to 
complement the family pool.  Alongside 
the pool are canna lilies, tall grasses, and a 
patch of  milkweed that is part of  a Monarch 
butterfly breeding program. The Monarch 
conservation program, conducted by his 
daughter, Shannon, resulted in the release 
of  300 of  the orange and black beauties in 
2023.

Taylor’s wherewithal was not limited to 
the impressive stone work used to frame 
his pool and all the tropical foliage he tends 
including palms and cacti. His personally-
constructed raised wooden beds revealed 
a cash crop of  vegetables, including 
numerous varieties of  tomatoes and lettuce, 
as well as an irrigation system and trellises 
to encourage steady watering and vertical 
gardening.

Garden #7 hosts Pat and Doug 
Garland’s backyard at 47 Metcalfe is 
simply breathtaking—complemented 
by three babbling fountains that create a 
sense of  tranquility as you descend stone 
walkways into the immaculately-tended 
lower gardens.

A 100-year-old Maple is the 
centerpiece—providing shade for the 
shrubs, but perennials in sun-drenched 
southern beds including some beautiful 

Local enthusiasts visit nine local gardens showcased 
by Garden Aurora in its annual “Garden Tour”

Among the properties featured on Garden Aurora’s annual Garden Tour were Christine and Steve Taylor’s residence on Bigwin Drive, David Cabianca and Troy Hourie’s garden on Tyler Street, and Heather  
andRick Similas’ property on Batson Drive.                   Auroran photos by Jim Stewart

BY BROCK WEIR

Sandra, Patricia, Mary and Rebekah are among the organizers and supporters  
behind the upcoming Thursday market at St. Andrew’s Village. 

Auroran photo by Glenn Rodger

Summer will be a little bit sweeter 
at St. Andrew’s Village, a plaza in 
Aurora’s north end, as it plays host to 
a Courtyard Market.

Each summer Thursday, beginning  
July 4 through August 29, from 4 – 
7 p.m., the Courtyard Market will 
feature live music, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, baked goods, flowers, 

and an array of  products from local 
artisans.

In addition to the market products, 
a “pre-loved clothing pop-up” will 
take place with all proceeds donated 
to Southlake Regional Health Centre.

Clothing donations can be dropped 
off  ahead of  the pop-up sales at Petal 
Me Sugar, located in Unit 5 of  the 
plaza, located at 2 Orchard Heights 
Boulevard.

Courtyard Market returns to St. Andrew’s 
Village to support Southlake

delphiniums and roses have enough solar 
exposure to thrive, too.  

Heather and Rick Similas were 
charming hosts at Garden #2 of  the tour in 
their backyard at 75 Batson Drive. Heather 
noted that they filled in their backyard pool 
eight years ago and have repurposed the 
area with hollyhocks, daylilies, and purple 
coneflowers. Rick disclosed the great deal 
he got at Walmart on elevated veggie 
planters and his cash crop was plumped up 
by the abundant rain last week.  The blend 
of  perennials and potted annuals gave the 
Similas’s backyard a joyful look on a sunny 
weekend afternoon.

All nine residences were staffed by 
Garden Aurora volunteers and congenial 
hosts so the trip around Town was an 
enjoyable experience—even though a few 
random showers created climatic suspense 
for all participants.

Early ticket purchasers likely added 
a tenth stop to the tour at New Roots 
Garden Centre at 17235 Yonge Street in 
Newmarket where tour tickets could be 
presented at the nursery to receive a 30% 
discount on in-store purchases.

The Garden Tour is Garden Aurora’s 
springboard event into its Third Annual 
Gardens of  Distinction initiative.

According to Membership Director 
Heather McFarquhar, “We’ll be 
recognizing people who make Aurora a 
more beautiful place to live. Our teams 
of  volunteers will be fanning out across 
Aurora to recognize our neighbors whose 
front gardens are enjoyed by one and all. 
Evaluation criteria include use of  native 
plants for birds and pollinators; minimal 
lawn and use of  alternate groundcovers; 
tidy and well-maintained; rocks, statuary, 
sculptures, and art; water features; planted 
boulevard; good use of  colors and textures; 
and creativity in general.”

Garden Aurora volunteers will be 
awarding homeowners with Gardens of  
Distinction lawn signs between June 30-July 
16.

McFarquhar also reminded readers 
about the Margaret Howard Gunn 
Memorial Award given to a candidate 
pursuing horticultural studies at an 

accredited university or college.
Deadline for applications for this $500 

scholarship is July 31.
For more details, go Garden Aurora’s 

website at gardenaurora.ca.
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ServiceServiceAT YOURSUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

CLEANERS

PEST CONTROL

PROPANE

RENOVATIONS/REMODELING/LANDSCAPE

ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING/GARDENING

JUNK

MASONRY

PAINTING

SKYLIGHTS

WATER

TREE REMOVAL SERVICE

CONCRETE

CREMATION

DECKS & FENCES

DRIVEWAY PAVING

3.5”w x 1.625”h

www.roadhouseandrose.com | 905-895-6631

•  Dignified
•  Respectful
•  Inexpensive

Affordable Cremation Services 

Call us 
for more 

information

DANIEL’S ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION
Electrical Lights • Chandeliers

Ceiling Fans • Tracklights • Repairs
Cable Light • Clean Chandeliers, Etc.

Cell: 416-456-5336  |  dagwtw5@gmail.com

Established 2001

Pruning • Removals 
Consulting • Bracing • EAB

SUNSET BEECH

 
CARE

647-989-3509
irbryant@gmail.com

TREE

   FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!
15483 Yonge St., Aurora
905-751-0845 www.waterdepot.com

OUR CHLORAMAX TWIN
SOFTENS YOUR WATER
AND REDUCES:
•Chlorine
•Chloramines
•THMs
•Pesticides & Herbicides
•Taste & Odour

DOES YOUR WATER SMELL OR TASTE OF 

CHLORINE?

416-520-6252

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • AURORA RESIDENT

TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED

Our Services:  OFFICE • MEDICAL • DAYCARE   
                       COMMERCIAL • JANITORIAL

647 333 3760
FREE 
ESTIMATE

Call for a

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

brightskylights@gmail.com

Call Joe to check 
your skylights!

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof-Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

416.705.8635

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS

PLUSPLUS

BRIGHTBRIGHT
SKYLIGHTSSKYLIGHTS

SUMMER RENOVATIONS INC.

BIG OR SMALL GIVE US A CALL!
(Free Estimates)  647-287-7168

Build/Repair Fences 
Build/Repair Decks

             Quality Masonry Restoration 

905 251 2233 

 

 

 

 QMR                                     Quality Masonry Restoration  

905 251 2233

A&A IDEAL RENOVATION

416-219-4530  Alex  416-625-4441

Home Remodeling • Electrical • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bathrooms • Finished Basement

All Flooring Work • Drywall • Painting  
Deck & Fences • Landscaping

Fully licensed and insured. One year warranty on all labour. NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Country Driveways, Tar and Chip, Recycled Asphalt, 
Grading and Gravelling, Free Quotes.

Tar and Chip 
is an economical 

alternative to asphalt 
paving with a rustic 

country appearance, 
that also provides 

a solid surface and 
is a solution to ruts 

washout and potholes. 

tarandchip.ca • info@tarandchip.ca • 647.456.2010

DO YOU HAVE
SUNKEN CONCRETE?

www.liftec.ca ~ 1-866-280-7770

Call Today For A
Free Estimate!

DO NOT REPLACE

Liftec Slabjacking Inc.
“We raise sunken concrete”

WE RAISE SUNKEN CONCRETE
At A Fraction Of The Cost

Of Replacement

Zonta
Landscaping 

& Renovating

zlr.ca
(647) 668 4949

Fencing 
Decking

Interlocking
Stone Work
Kwik Kurb
Basements
Flooring
Bathrooms
Kitchens

PLEASE RECYCLE PAPER. TO ADVERTISE CALL 905-727-3300 EXT 102

AD
CALL DIRECT: 905-751-6013

If you are reading  
this ad, our  

advertising works!

PLEASE RECYCLE  
THIS PAPER.

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT 905-727-3300 EXT. 102

AURORA Recycles!

Y� r local fencingY� r local fencing
   professi� als   professi� als

One St�  Sh�  f
  all y� r Fencing and Deck Needs

• Bonded & insured
• WSIB & CRA COMPLIANT
• 5 year warranty

New Subdivision SpecialistNew Subdivision Specialist
Decks • Fences • GatesDecks • Fences • Gates

Post ReplacementPost Replacement
Tear Down & Disposal

Email kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.caEmail kosta@newfence.ca
647-53-FENCE(33623)647-53-FENCE(33623)

www.thejunkboys.com

TheJunkBoysLtd
416-655-8260

The crew at The JunkBoys Ltd. are here to help you clean up! 
We’ll take almost anything, except your ex-wives,

ex-husbands and/or mothers-in-law!  Our customers are
always satisfied with our work with a 100% referral rating!

LANDSCAPING 

CALL  
to make your 
appointment 
416-219-4530
416-625-4441

HOME
RENOVATION

ASA 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

BORA  
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE
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AURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDSAURORAN CLASSIFIEDS
DENTAL 
HYGIENIST
Andrea Freitas RDH

INDEPENDENT

30 Prospect St. Suite 203 | Newmarket 
happydent416@gmail.com | By appointment (416) 779-4771   

WWW.happydent.ca

!!! WANTED !!!
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up available!

416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!

TOP DOLLARTOP DOLLAR
FOR SCRAPFOR SCRAP
AND USED CARSAND USED CARS

Open 7 days a week
Call Albert: 647-501-5932

We pay from 

$500-$1,600
CASH ON THE SPOT Free

Tow!

DUPLEX, CENTRAL KING CITY - 
1,800 SF, walking distance to train station.   
2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, large patio, free parking,  
all-inclusive except WiFi, NP, NS. $2,300/mo.  
289 383 3121.

FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

WE PAY CASH 
for scrap  

vehicles - any size. 
We also buy construction 

and farm equipment. 
Open 7 days a week. 

Call 905-859-0817 (Peter)

By Stump Grinder

In Aurora 
Call Gerry 416-460-4185

STUMP
REMOVAL

LOCAL PLUMBER. Free estimates!  
10% Seniors Discount. Open 7 Days  
a week. Accept credit cards. Call Al: 416-
427-0955

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

DANDELION 
REMOVAL

“I weed 
lawns and gardens

by the hour.”
905-713-4816

NOT EVERYONE
needs your services all the time, but, 

if you want to be there when they do, advertise in our 

At Your Service Directory 

and Auroran Classifieds. 

Call direct: 
905-751-6013 

AURORA  
Recycles!

SATURDAY, JUNE 29
The Aurora Farmers’ Market returns to Town Park today. 

Come by and shop local from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
SUNDAY, JUNE 30

DANCE IN THE PARK – Come out to Town Park tonight 
for the traditional kick-off  to Canada Day Festivities, hosted by 
the Town of  Aurora and the Rotary Club. 7 – 11 p.m. Bring out 
your dancing shoes and kick off  the Canada Day festivities with 
the Dance in the Park! There will be fantastic live bands, great 
food and the Rotary Beer Garden. Celebrate the start of  Canada 
Day by dancing up a storm. Performers include Tangent and the 
Louisa Barbosa Band.

MONDAY, JULY 1
Start your Canada Day celebrations with the annual parade 

on Yonge Street beginning at 10 a.m., running from Murray 
Drive in the south to Aurora Heights in the north. Don’t miss the 
marching bands including the Governor General’s Horse Guards, 
cultural performers and so much more.

* * * * 
Canada Day festivities switch over to Lambert Willson Park 

beginning at 11 a.m. It’s time to have some fun and celebrate 
Canada’s Birthday! Festivities include live multicultural showcase 
and children’s activities. Be sure to participate in Passport 
Activities, which include interactive activities for each Province 
and Territory, reflective of  their history and landscape. There 
will also be a variety of  food vendors to enjoy. Enjoy mini golf, 
inflatables and more! Enjoy back-to-back live bands, capping off  
with fireworks at 10 p.m.

JULY 4 – AUGUST 29
St. Andrew’s Village (2 Orchard Heights) will host a Courtyard 

Market each Thursday from 4 – 7 p.m. Live music, fresh produce, 
flowers and baked goods, local artisans, and a pre-loved clothing 
pop-up with proceeds benefiting Southlake Regional Health 

Centre.
ONGOING

Partagez le Francais: Ce groupe accueille les ADULTES / 
18+ (des francophones aux débutants capables de converser) 
- qui cherchent à mettre en pratique leurs compétences 
Conversationnelle en français. Over Zoom with a nominal fee of  
$2.50. RSVP by visiting meetup.com/Partagez-le-francais. For 
more information, email partagez.york@outlook.com.

* * * *  

Support AbuseHurts’ Delivering Hope Full Circle Program 
textile recycling and donation program. In the current COVID 
climate, a greater number of  people are wanting to donate or 
get rid of  unwanted items, increasing the need for more outlets 
being available to receive the items. This program will provide 
a convenient way for people to donate or get rid of  used/
unwanted clothing, blankets, linens and furniture and will help 
lessen the amount of  items ending up in landfills. Materials 
that were previously perceived as waste will now be seen as a 
valuable resource further encouraging redistribution. The items 
will be recycled in the following ways: To be given to individuals 
who are survivors of  violence and are transitioning from shelters 
into new homes; To be sold in our store; To be sold to a textile 
recycler, which makes for an ongoing source of  funding for Abuse 
Hurts enabling them to provide their services to the thousands of  
people that require them each year. When and Where: Monday 
and Wednesday, every week, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., with 30-minute 
time slots – only 1 drop off  per time slot. If  you do not have an 
appointment, we cannot accept your donation. The Abuse Hurts 
Warehouse is located at 1208 Gorham St, Unit 4, Newmarket - 
rear unloading dock. Visit AbuseHurts.ca to select your drop off  
time slot.

thi ngs...you ought to know
as well as cleaning and caring for other women’s homes and 
children.

The urban centres such as Toronto, Vancouver, Edmonton 
and Montreal were the main cities for the Italian immigrants. 
Now, due to the increase in the number of  immigrants since the 
1970s, newcomers make up the largest share of  the population 
in 150 years and continue to shape who we are as Canadians. 
In 2021, almost one quarter (23.0%) of  the population were a 
landed immigrant, or permanent resident, in Canada.

Since the population of  Canada continues to age and the 
fertility rate is below replacement level, migration is the main 
factor for population growth today. Hence, the fabric of  our 
population in Canada is becoming quite diverse.

To learn and to get an understanding of  just what 
immigrants experienced go to see the Quiet Immigrant 
Project at the Royal Rose Art Gallery in Aurora. There are 
posters which tell the stories of  some of  the Italian women 
who migrated to Canada. Cooking with Nona and looking 
out for our seniors are some of  the stories found in an old 
steamer trunk placed at the front of  the store. Here, there are 
numerous old pictures and antiques which show the lifestyles 
of  older times. This is an education experience but it is also 
an uplifting awareness of  life in Canada from a different era.

Jim  Jackson
Aurora

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR

From page 4



THE AURORAN, Thursday, June 27, 2024Page  26

*The Daryl King Team consists of 43 registered Sales Representatives. **All data compiled by Re Stats Inc. from TREB for closed transactions +/-2.5% on volume basis in 2020. *** 
Based on data collected within Re/Max network in Canada in 2020. Not intended to solicit clients currently under contract with another Brokerage.

Discover More Featured Listings. 
Your Perfect Home Is Just a QR Code Away.

EXECUTIVE HOME WITH LUXURY UPGRADES
Brand new executive home in Princeton Heights, 
Aurora Estates! This luxurious Fernbrook Homes 

property features a 3-car tandem garage, white 
oak hardwood floors, an elegant living room 

with coffered ceilings, a chef’s dream kitchen by 
Downsview, a great room with 20ft ceilings, and a 
finished lower level with an exercise/media room, 
recreation room, wet bar, and spa-like bathroom. 

PRESTIGIOUS HOME WITH PREMIUM FENCED LOT
This executive home boasts a 3-car garage 

with an EV port on a premium lot in a prestigious 
community. Enjoy a grand 2-story foyer with a 

3-way fireplace, a chef’s kitchen, a private deck, 
a luxurious primary suite, and a finished walk-

out lower level with a gym, recreation room, and 
additional office.

ALMOST NEW BUNGALOW LIVING
Exceptional 4-bed, 3-bath bungalow featuring 
an open concept layout with 9ft ceilings and 

hardwood floors. The chef’s kitchen has quartz 
counters, and the family room opens to a 

fenced backyard. Enjoy a luxurious primary suite, 
finished lower level, and convenient access to 

amenities, schools, parks, water, and highways.

LUXURIOUS HOME WITH RESORT BACKYARD
Experience luxury living with modern finishes, 

hardwood floors, a gourmet kitchen, an elegant 
family room, luxurious bedrooms, a finished 

basement with an extra suite, and a stunning 
backyard featuring a saltwater pool and cabana. 
This property is the epitome of refined elegance 

and contemporary comfort.

BRAND NEW - DOUBLE LOT SIZE
Brand new custom-built executive home on a 
premium 96’ x 126’ lot in Richmond Hill. Open 

concept layout with high-quality craftsmanship, 
10’ ceilings, chef’s kitchen, spa-like ensuite, 

and spacious bedrooms. Includes a 38’ x 126’ 
easement. Free finished basement if sold by July 

5th. Truly a masterpiece!

BRAND NEW EXECUTIVE “GREEN” & “SMART” HOME
Experience eco-smart luxury in South Aurora’s 

prestigious Royal Hill. This home features 
a gourmet kitchen, spa-like master suite, 

hardwood and porcelain floors, 10’ ceilings, and 
an oak staircase. Highlights include a walk-out 

lower level, green technology, and serene views. 
Located close to amenities, nature, and transit for 

unparalleled sustainable living.

LUXURY LIVING WITH HIGH-END FINISHES
Welcome to luxurious living in King City. This 

custom home features a $500k chef’s kitchen, 
saltwater pool, and outdoor kitchen. Perfect for 
entertaining with a rec room, cedar cigar room, 

and 4-car garage. Enjoy solid wood flooring, 
a spacious primary suite, and proximity to top 

schools and amenities.

ZONED FOR HOME BUSINESS, SALTWATER POOL
This fully renovated executive home in Richmond 

Hill boasts a 4-car garage, finished basement, 
solariums, and a pool with a waterfall. Perfect 
for remote work, it’s near schools, parks, and 

amenities. Zoned to allow 35% of its space for 
home business, it also includes a sunroom, 

indoor hot tub, and fenced backyard.

EXECUTIVE HOME: $400K EXTERIOR UPGRADES
Rare executive home in a tranquil cul-de-sac 
beside a parkette. This 8000 sqft custom-built 
residence features a 4-car garage, 19ft marble 
foyer, gourmet kitchen, primary suite with a gas 

fireplace, and an entertainment basement with a 
rec room and theater. Outside, enjoy a saltwater 

pool, cabana, sunroom, mini-golf green, and 
outdoor bar/kitchenette. Over $400K in upgrades.

90 X 200 FT LAKE WILCOX GEM
Discover your secluded paradise in Richmond 
Hill’s prestigious Lake Wilcox community, close 
to Hwy 404 for easy commuting. This versatile 

home offers a unique layout, a large front porch 
for sunsets, and a prime 90 x 200 ft lot. Near Lake 

Wilcox Park and amenities, it’s ideal for renovation 
or building your dream home. 

LUXURIOUS ‘FERNBROOK’ HOME IN AURORA
Presenting the exquisitely designed ‘Fernbrook’ 

executive home in Princeton Heights, Aurora 
Estates. This expansive lot property boasts 

premium finishes and a gourmet kitchen, with 
customization options available. It includes four 
generously sized bedrooms, each with its own 

private bathroom.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR DREAM LAKE WILCOX HOME
Introducing an opportunity to customize your 

dream executive home in Lake Wilcox. This to-be-
built residence is designed with 4+1 bedrooms, 
5 bathrooms, and a chef’s kitchen outfitted with 
high-end JennAir appliances. Envision luxurious 

finishes throughout, with the chance to select your 
preferences to truly make it your own.
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Graduates of the Pickering College  
Global Leadership Program are creative, innovative,  

and courageous agents of ethical and positive  
change, true to Quaker values.

to the Class of

Congratulations!
2024

100%

72 
graduates

94% 

are Ontario Scholars,   
earning an average of 80%  
or greater in their six best  

Grade 12 courses

99%  
earned the  

Global Leadership Diploma,  
in addition to their  

OSSD

post-secondary
acceptance

hailing from Canada, China,  
Dominican Republic,  

Germany, Hong Kong, India,  
Nigeria, St. Kitts and Nevis,  

South Korea, Thailand, Ukraine,  
and Vietnam.
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Now accepting applications for 
September 2025 admission 

JK to Grade 12

Boston College 
Boston University 
New York University 
University of California, Davis 

University of California,  
Irvine     
University of Detroit, Mercy 

 
ESCP Business School (France)

McGill University 
St Francis Xavier University 
University of Alberta  
   

University of British  
Columbia 
University of British  
Columbia (Okanagan)

This fall our graduates will  
be attending universities  
at home and  
abroad  
including: 

Chemical Engineering  
Civil Engineering 

Computer Science 
Computing 

Dentistry 
Engineering 

Financial Mathematics 
Fish and Wildlife Technician 

Geography and Environmental  
Management  

Co-op with Aviation specialization 
Health Sciences 

Honours Life Sciences (Co-op) 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering 

 & Health Sciences 
Kinesiology 

Life Sciences 
Life Sciences/Biochemistry 

Life Sciences Gateway 
Mechanical Engineering 

Mechanical Engineering Design  
and Technology 

Mechatronics Engineering 
Mechatronics & Robotics Engineering 
Physical and Mathematical Sciences 

Science + Diploma in Engineering 
Software Engineering

Arts, Social Sciences 
and Humanities

Business

STEM 

is prepared  
to make a difference  

in the world  
and will pursue  

post-secondary studies in:

The Class of 2024

ONTARIO
Brock University 
Carleton University  
Fleming College 
Huron University  
McMaster University 
Ontario Tech  
University 
Queen’s University 
Sheridan College  

Toronto Metropolitan University 
University of Guelph 
University of Ottawa 
University of Toronto 
University of Toronto (Scarborough) 
University of Toronto (St. George)  
University of Waterloo 
Western University 
Wilfrid Laurier University

CANADA

UNITED STATES

FRANCE

Art Fundamentals 
Arts 
Arts and Business 
Cinematic and Media Studies 
Criminal Justice and Public Policy 
Humanities 
Music Administrative Studies 
Political Science  
Public Policy & Governance 
Social Science

Accounting and Financial Management 
Business Administration 
Business Administration & Financial  
    Mathematics 
Business 
Commerce 
Economics 
Management and Organizational Studies 
Real Estate


